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FOREWORD 


like Iron Man, but | love Tony Stark. I'm not sure if the good luck and great time I've had writing The invincible 
Iron Man has anything to do with that fact, but | suspect so. 

Inspired by Howard Hughes and premiering in Tales of Suspense in April '63, Stark was the character that 
Stan Lee always claimed got the most fan mail from women, In 1966, when Grantray-Lawrence Animation 
made the The Marvel Super Heroes dally animated series (hich aired The Invincible Iron Man on Wednesday 
afternoons) (by “animated,” | mean “almost-animated via moving various art elements from the original art 
from the comics around on-screen"), the /ron Man theme song started off with the couplet, “Tony Stark makes 
you feel/He's a cool exec with a heart-of steel...” The jingle itself began with Stark —not Iron Man. 

Here's my thing, In the book—even in my own pages of the book—you can put different people inside the 
armor and still call the comic and the character Iron Man and it pretty much still fies. He—or she—still has the 
helmet, the circle or triangle doodad on the chest, light-up palms, sometimes even rocket-skates in the boots. 
Flying, that's important. It's fine. It's fun. It works. 

Because the suit is the future and that's always fun to watch. Tony is its test pilot. Its inventor. And that 
combo resonates like a tuning fork deep within us. 

There's a thing | think we alll relate to in Super Hero stories, no matter what media they come to us 
wrapped in, that helps explain their enduring popularity. | believe “Super Heroes” endure because of the 
transformative moment—the instant where our hero becomes something more, 

Name for me a single Super Hero—in comics, film, TV, wherever—where, the whole time they're running 
around in their Super Hero guise there's a part of you waiting the alter ego to go away so they can return to 
their civilian life. | can't really think of anybody other than Tony Stark who, depending on the day, Is at least as 
interesting and fun to watch as Iron Man. You can't wait for Robert Downey ur. to get back on screen and, 
if an ron Man creative team is doing its job right, you shouldn't have to wait ong for Tony Stark to get back 
on-panel, either. 

This isn't the most original thought of the world, but | think that the common link in all the great stories 
and myths and characters that resonate with us is transformation. | believe that every great and lasting 
myth, legend, fable, film, pulp, or pop fiction that's ever captured popular imagination did so because, at 
its root, someone or something starts off in the story as one thing that we recognize with some degree of 
shame, regret, or empathy and, through crisis and resolution, becomes something greater than, and we, the 
audience, on some level, take at best inspiration and at worst are entertained by that transformative journey. 
All the stories we love are, in some ways, aspirational or cautionary tales of transformation, Of evolution, And 
| think Super Hero stories hit us the way they do because we literally see the transformation. It's not a wound 
being healed, it's not a wrong being righted—it's a man becoming superman. Or Superman or Spider-Man or 
Iron Man as the case may be, We are witness to the miraculous transformation and it just sends us. 

Throw in a dash of danger—a sense of rescue to it all—of flesh and blood people digging deep and 
fighting back—and you've got yourself some mythic resonance. 

Tony Stark is a man rescuing his fellow man, a man transforming himself, a man taking the reins of 
evolution in his teeth and forcing it to go where he wants it to go 


And he looks amazing in a tuxedo 


Here's to you, Tony, 


MATT FRACTION 
WRITER OF THE INVINCIBLE IRON MAN 


Portland, Oregon 
September 2009 


INTRODUCING 


IRON MAN 


Iron Man has always looked towards the future. From 

his debut in the pages of Tales of Suspense #39, to the 
most recent issue of his fifth ongoing comic series, his 
billionaire alter ego Tony Stark has been in a constant state 
of reinvention. Stark's goal? To stay one step ahead of the 
competition, and to lead by heroic example. 

When he first appeared on the scene, Tony clad himself 
in a bulky gray armor with all the style and panache of an 
fire hydrant. His evolution into a hero was just beginning. 

bi His look soon transformed into that of an atomic knight in 
golden shining armor and then to the robotic equivalent of 
a hot rod. Flash with substance. The idea of piloting their 
own Iron Man armor became a daydream for thousands of 
readers. But Tony Stark was just getting warmed up. 

Over the years, Iron Man has remained on the cutting 
edge of technology, adapting to the future almost 
before its arrival. Tony Stark has been a war profiteer, a 
playboy, a Super Hero financier, an electronics pioneer, 

a humanitarian, a business consultant, a computer 
technician, a super-spy and even the US Secretary of 
Defense. But always at his core, Tony Stark has been 
Iron Man, a visual symbol of heroism, change and faith in 
science to shape a better world. 


He’s Iron Man. The Golden Avenger. 
Shellhead. But most importantly, he’s 
Tony Stark, one of the greatest minds 
of his generation. 


By March of 1963, comic book writer and editor Stan Lee was getting 


pretly sure of himself. And by all accounts, he had every right to be 


Working alongside already legendary artists | k Kirby and Steve 


ko, Lee had ushered in what was to be known as the Marvel Age of 
ami just a few short months earlier, in November of 1961, Lee and 
Kirby had introduced the world to the Fantastic Four, in their title's premier 


sue, They followed up that hit with the debut of the Hulk in May of the 
following year. Then, teaming with Ditko, Lee introduced Spider-Man that 
eptember in the pages of Amazing Fantasy's 15th and final issue, With 
the introduction of Thor and Ant-Man soon to follow, Lee had a string of 


rune 


way successes on his hands, and he felt that practically anything h 


ed would turn to gold. 


0 he set out t theory, In an increasingly idealistic, anti 
establishment age of Civil Rights and anti-Vietnam War protest, Lec 
decided to oreate a character that the readership wouldn't readily identify 


with, He created a weapons designer who worked for the government 


rather than rebelling against it, Instead of an everyman character like 
Spider-Man, who gained instant sympathy from his readers due to his 
identifiable problems and inner conflicts, Lee 


ated a milionaire playboy 
ite all 


as Lee 


aloo! from society's ills and immune to | concerns. Des 


vy finan 


these apparent handicaps, Iron Man was a bit with the 
had suspected all along. 


Lee understood that like all great characters, Tony Stark just 


Jed a touch of trag ing To 


in a wartime attack ¢ 


invive, Le 


tal chest plate 


ad sympathy for an otherwise detached character, In 


An unprecedented occurrence in Lee's experience, Iron Man began to 
ceive more mall from female readers than any of his other popular titles, 
a fact Lee attributed to an inborn maternal instinct to take care of thi 


romantically tragic figure 


Stan Lee had once more created a hero with a lasting fan ba 
media legacy. Iron Man first appeared sporting a gray suit of armor; as if 
wn M 


of his armor had turned to gold, 


to reflect Le jas touch, by ron Man's second appearance, the 


The brainchild of some of the most creative 
individuals ever to work in the comic book 
medium, Iron Man made his dramatic debut 
on the cover to Tales of Suspense #39. 


“Here you have this character, who on the 
outside is invulnerable, | mean, just can’t be 
touched, but inside is this wounded figure. 
Stan made it very much an in-your-face 
wound, you know, his heart was broken, 


literally broken.” 


tron Man writer Gerry Conway 


THE CREATORS 


STAN LEE 

The creator behind hundreds of Marvel 
characters, Stan “The Man” Lee not only helped 

to usher in Marvel's rise to fame in the 1960s, 

but also served as a guiding force behind 

the company for years in a myriad of forms, 

Including writer, editor, president, and chairman, 

Lee wrote nearly all of iron Man's original 

adventures, inventing a gallery of villains for the 

hero, including the Mandarin and the Crimson 

Dynamo, as well as many supporting characters, 

‘such as Tony's longtime allies Pepper Potts and 

Happy Hogan. Legendary for his enthusiasm as | 
44 spokesman for all things Marvel, Stan even 

‘made a cameo in the 2008 Iron Man feature film, 

playing a Hugh Hefner-tike playboy bachelor. 


LARRY LIEBER 

‘Stan Lee's younger brother, writer Larry Lieber 
‘opted not to alter the family name as his brother 
had done. A newspaper cartoonist as well as | 
a scribe, Leber's main claim to fame was his f 
scripting tron Man's first appearance in Tales of 
Suspense # 29, With Stan only providing the plot 
of Iron Man's legendary origin, Larry provided 

the dialog over Don Hock's pencils. It was Larry 
who conceived the name Tony Stark, as Stan 
was in the habit of giving characters first and 
last names that began with the same letter, just 
to make them more memorable in his own mind. 


(ROK! MAN vs. =. 
TUUANIOWIMG IOAN 8 
= WHAT MORE NEED WE SAY 24, 
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DON HECK 
Although he didn’t design the Iron Man armor 

Itself, Don Heck did just about everything else 

to bring Tony Stark's adventures to life, The 

Interior artist for Tales of Suspense #39, a8 

well as most of Iron Man's other early exploits, 

Don Heck created the dramatic pacing that 

kept readers coming back for more. Designing 

the look of millionaire Tony Stark based on 

Stan Lee's suggestion of a Howard Hughes- 

type personality, Heck gave the character a 

trademark mustache, adding a dash of famous 

swashbuckling actor Errol Fiynn to Tony's 

appearance. Over the years, Heck would design i 
many other characters in Shellhead's life, 

including Pepper Potts and Happy Hogan. 


AND SCRAWLED BY: 
STAN LEE 


ULUSTRATION: DOOPLED 
AND DAWDLED BY: 
DON HECK 


DELINEATION: BATTERED 
AND BLOTTED BY: 


MICKEY DEMEO 


LETTERING: MUMBLED 
ANC JUMBLED BY? 


JACK KIRBY 
The guiding force behind Marvel Comics’ 
trademark look in the 1960s, Jack “the King” 
Kirby's work is as popular today as it was, 

40 years ago. Always experimenting with his 
Craft and pushing the boundaries of forced 
perspective and dynamic storytelling, Kirby 
had already co-created dozens of Marvel icons, 
from Captain America to the Fantastic Four. 
Knowing Kirby's flair for creating characters 
that resonated with readers, Lee tasked Jack 
with designing Iron Man for the cover of the 
all-important Tales of Suspense #39 While Iron This original art for the spl 
Man's look has evolved and changed many #70 showe 

times over the years, Kirby's vision of a robotic 
suit of armor is stil fondly remembered by fans 
as a symbol of the classic Marvel Age. 


‘one of his tra 


HEY ISoUE 


i 
MAN: 
ves! 


TALES OF #49 
SUSPENSE 


“You are not facing a wounded, dying man 
now... or an aged, gentle professor! 
This is Iron Man who opposes you, 
and all you stand for!” 


HE Lit 
ne WALKS! 
conquers! 


IRON MAN 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man; Wong-Chu; Professor 
Yinsen 

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: An unnamed general 
and US government employees; female socialites; 
prisoners and soldiers of Wong-Chu’s camp 


PUBLICATION DATE 
March 1963 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Stan Lee 


COVER ARTIST 
Jack Kirby and Don Heck 


PLOTTER 
Stan Lee 


SCRIPTER 
Larry Lieber 


PENCILER/INKER 
Don Heck 


LETTERER 
Art Simek 


LOCATIONS: Stark Industries; Wong-Chu’s South 
Vietnam camp; US military camp in South Vietnam 


BACKGROUND 


It was all told in a mere 13 pages. Despite having his 


landmark debut crammed into an anthology comic with 
a few other science fiction stories, there was no question 
that Iron Man was the true star of Tales of Suspense 
#39, Not only was this fledgling hero given the 
lead story feature, his top billing was also touted 
on the cover, with a blurb proclaiming that 
AJ) Iron Man had sprung from the same creative 
? well as Spider-Man and the Fantastic Four. 
And for the most part, he did. Iron Man was 
Stan Lee’s brainchild, but when the time came to 
actually pen his initial tale, Lee’s busy schedule 
didn’t permit him to script the hero’s first outing. 
Lee plotted the adventure and handed the story 
summary to artist Don Heck. The dialog chores 
found their way to the desk of Larry Lieber, Stan's 
younger brother, and co-conspirator on another 
Marvel icon, the mighty Thor. The result was 
another certified success for Marvel, and [ron 
Man remained at the helm of Tales of Suspense 
for the rest of the title’s lifespan 


The Story... 


Millionaire Tony Stark suffers a debilitating injury and is taken captive by communist 
a new identity as Iron Man. 


Tony Stark was always a bit of a showboat. A millionaire munitions 
manufacturer, well regarded for his brilliant technological innovations that were 
often employed by the US military, Tony lived a life of luxury and acclaim. He 
had a girl hanging on his arm at every party, and a prospective client hanging 
on his every word at any business meeting. He had just wowed one of 

his military associates with a demonstration of his newest invention: 
high-powered miniature transistors (1), By attaching one of these 

small devices to a normal everyday magnet, Stark was able to rip a 

thick, steel door right off its hinges (2). The demonstration was more 

than enough to impress the general in charge, and Tony was given a 
contract to help aid US forces in Vietnam. 

Meanwhile, in the heart of the jungles of that war-torn country, 
communist leader Wong-Chu (3) was enjoying his own exhibition. The 
unscrupulous commander of a band of guerrillas, Wong-Chu had just 
added another conquered village to his fiefdom and, as was his custom, 
had issued a challenge to the male inhabitants. If one of them could best 
him in a wrestling match, he would set the entire vilage free. Several villagers 
accepted Wong-Chu's challenge, but the tyrant dispatched each one with 
ease, Once again, Wong-Chu was victorious, 

Tony Stark's arrival in Vietnam threatened to change that. Unable to transport 
heavy artillery through the jungle, the heads of a US military base near Wong 
Chu's latest camp were testing Stark's new miniature transistors in hand-held 
mortars. Tony wanted to see the action firsthand (4). But when he accidentally 
set off a booby-trapped trip wire (6), he was knocked unconscious by the 

Jiting explosion, with a piece of shrapnel lodged dangerously near his heart 
To make matters worse, the helpless businessman was soon captured by the 
communist forces and brought back to Wong-Chu's camp. 

Fortunately, like most of the civilized world, Wong-Chu had heard of Tony 
Stark, So rather than kill the brilliant inventor outright, the communist leader 
instead instructed Tony to build a weapon that would help in combating the 
‘American forces (6). In exchange, Wong-Chu promised to have his finest 
surgeon see to Tony's heart and cure him of his condition. Knowing that Wong 
Chu had no intention of giving him any medical treatment, Tony agreed to the 
terrorist's terms, and set out with his own agenda. He would build a suit of 
armor that would not only help sustain his life, but would also be his means 
of escape. 

With the aid of Professor Yinsen (7), a fellow prisoner and brilliant physicist 
whom the world at large believed dead, Stark constructed an iron suit of 
armor, powered by his experimental transistors. Donning the armor just 
as his heart began to fail, Stark lay down on a table, waiting for the suit 
to fully charge and for its electronic transistors to save his life (8). In order 
to stall Wong-Chu's approaching troops, Professor Yinsen ran madly into 
the hallway only to be gunned down by the tyrant's men. The momentary 
diversion was alll Stark needed, and as Iron Man, he made his escape from 
his living quarters. 

Later, as Wong-Chu dispatched yet another hopeful in a wrestling match, 

a new challenger called to him from the crowd. While Wong-Chu gawked 
in disbelief at the metal marvel standing before him, Iron Man attacked 

his foe, and easily bested him (9). Fighting tKirough a hail of bullets, Iron 
Man took down Chu's entire camp, before defeating the fleeing tyrant 
himself by trapping him in an explosion of a nearby ammunition shed (10). 
Trapped inside his iron shell and alone in the Vietnamese jungle, Iron Man 
disappeared into the wilderness, pondering where this new life of his would 
take him next (11). 


HEY ISSUE 


“I know I’ve 
only days to 
live, but my 
last act will 
be to defeat 
this grinning, 
smirking, red 
terrorist! 


THE SUITS POWERS 


They say the clothes make the 


t 
gets the job done. 


HEADPIECE DETAILING 


Originally constructed in three separate pieces, Tony Stark upgraded his 
helmet so that it could slip on over his head in a single motion. 
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outer casing 
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External case and 
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Audio processing 
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Monolithic neck assembly 
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Neck cowl assembly 


action Je his hollowed: 
out bone 


Iron Man armor had on 
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1963 to 1988 
7 | GOLDEN AVENGER 
Tony Stark has gone through dozens of O) 1963 
Iron Man suits since his first explosive | While rescuing a circus crowd 
heroic debut, improving and refining his se i \ ude alist a 
armor each and every time. frightening effect his gray 


untarnishable gold paint, 
literally turning himselt 
into a modern-day knight in 
shining armor. Tony co 
to add new gadgets to his 
including wheels, a heat ra 
a force field. 


THE RED/GOLD ARMOR 

1963 

Tony still wasn't satisfied with his armor’s 

bulky nature, despite many tweaks and { 

‘upgrades. During a conflict with the voodoo =| 
pert, Mr. Doll, Tony created a brand-new 

suit, featuring a red and gold color scheme, / 

Unlike its predecessors, this new armor 


ame: 
| 
a> 


sections partially 
assembled themselves with 
the help of magnetic devices. 
The red and gold armor was 
equipped with a chest repeller 
ht beam, a wrist calculator i) 
and energy monitor, and a 
radio receiver. 


Utilizing Tony Stark's innovation of 
miniaturized transistors, his original 
gray armor was bastily constructed 
out of spare parts while Tony was held 
captive in Wong-Chu’s camp. Although 
primitive by today's standards, tran 
Man's original suit was equipped with 
powerful magnets that became the 
basis for his revolutionary repulsor system. Streamlining the 
armor after returning home, Tony altered the metal to make it 
thinner and mare pliable, 


Iron Man's red and 
gold armor was 

much more compact 
than the original. 


A visit to a satellite owned by 
the corrupt Roxxon Oil company, | 
provided Iron Man with the ideal | 
opportunity to test his new space armor, | 
Armed with jet-powered rocket boots, nuclear | 
thrusters, a radar se: 
and gauntlets 
and remot 


armor could 
and challenges of an airless 
\) vacuum with ease. 


RECOVERY ARMOR 
1985 


‘After Tony had temporarily 


1981 
While on a rescue mission in Germany, Tony put 
his dark stealth armor to use for the first time. 
| Constructed of polarized metal-mesh, Iron Man's 
| stealth armor was built with only the most minor 


heroic tron Man 
er to Jim Rhodes, he 
still found himself tinkering 
with armor designs. As a 
result, Tony created his 
recovery armor, a close replica 
to his original gray design, but 
with a few improvements here 
\_ and there, 


fF 


| STEALTH ARMOR 
| 


| of defenses, in order to make room for espionage 
| equipment like sound-dampened boot jets, a 
| radar-bending wave modifier, a sonic scanning 
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be reckoned with. 


THE ICONIC ARMOR 
1964 

It's in Tony Stark's nature to constantly design and redesign. Thus 
Iron Man's most memorable look was more the result of a series 
of improvements than one dramatic overhaul, After streamlining 
his mask during a battle with the Mandarin, Tony continued to 
experiment with design and function, improving every aspect 

of his armor’s performance, from its repulsor rays to its roller 
wheels. Iron Man's suit soon possessed numerous gadgets, such 
Jight tracer, a built-in generate 
s, and a diamond-tipped 


water travel, utilizing a back-up air supply. 


NEO CLASSIC 


eee 


1988 
HYDRO ARMOR MK 1 While waging his infamous Armor Wars, Tony 
1987 constru new suit of armor that improved 


on all his past designs. Built to trick the world 
into thinking a new man was piloting the Iron 
‘Man suit, his new red and gold design was armed 
with a gauntlet-projected energy shield, a more 
| pulse bolt, enhanced speed, rapid-fire 
ing, and an electromagnetic pulse 


Built for long expeditions under water, iron Man's 
first attempt at dee 
several hours worth of oxygen, 
to travel miles while subm 


Able to withstand 
t the ocean 
floor, Iron Man's hydro armor also had a searchlight 
and a sonar system. 


THE ARMOR 


1993-2000 


NEUROMIMETIC TELEPRESENCE 
unit 

1993 

Tony Stark had been experimenting with encephalo- 
circuits in his helmet that could control a suit of 
ron Man armor by remote contral, He was soon 
forced to put this new technology to practical 

use. Experimental surgery to equip his body with an 
artificial nervous system had just saved his life, hut 
Tony awoke from the operation to find that he 
completely paralyzed. With the help of his old 

Abe Zimmer and a neural interface h 

Tony was able to create a new and improv 
remote-controlled armor operated by his 
brainwaves an commands. 


Early remote- 
controlled 
armor. 


helmets. This allowed 

HULKBUSTER MK 1 rlyecnahl yea 
the occasion,” bringing 

1994 only the equipment each 

As part of his modular armar system, Tony created adventure called for. 

the Hulkbuster suit, with impact int carbon 

composites and a magno-hydrauli domusculature 

rated at 175 tons. This armor was tough enough to 

handle even the fiercest battle with the green 
goliath known as the Incredible Hulk. 


SENTIENT ARMOR 


THE CROSSING 2000 

1995 Once in a while, Tony Stark's scientific 
Corrupted by the power of the time- genius threatened to make his armor 
spanning villain Immortus, tron Man too advanced. Constantly adding to the 
slowly began to lose contro! of capabilities of his, new armor, he finally 
his faculties, Under Immortus’ went too far: Compact enough to he 
thrall, Tony Stark set up shop transformed inta.a small, metal backpack- 
in a remote Arctic fortress, like case, Tony's latest tron Man e 
‘and designed a blue and was brought ta life in a Frankensteinesque 
white snowsuit t i 

travel to and from to hattle its inventor for 
base. Soon Tony desi: ed both sentience and 
‘another new look to a desire for independent life as strong as 


that of any animal, However, the man finally 


his personality shift; 
. ad ‘overcame the machina. 


‘this new, highly 

sophisticated armor 
possessed prototype 
teleportation abilities. 


After being recruited 
from the past to fight 
the Iron Man he was 
P| destined to become, PROMETHEUM ARMOR 
a younger version of 

Tony Stark was forced 1996 

to don an unused tron Stranded in a pocket ut 
Man suit in order to do Tony found himself onc 


battle with his older 
counterpart. With the Avengers by his 
Tony's new armor stood up tro 
ick, until the older Tony unlea: 
bblow that crippled the young boy's 
fragile heart. 


YOUNG TONY MK 2 
1996 

Built from a variety of spare parts 
found around Avengers Mansion, 
including an everyday kitchen blender 
and toaster, young Tony invented his 
own Iron Man suit. He used the notes 
of his now-deceased elder to guide him 
Me the way. A work in progress, just 
‘many other versions of the armor, 
young Tony's suit included hyper- 
thrust boot propulsion, therma-screen 
shielding, built-in gyro-stabilizers, and 
a variety of lasers, 


he created his promet 
with a wide array of sensory input, repulsor housings, 
a chest laser, tractor beam, and advanced life-support 
technology, the prometheum armor withstood the 

ferocity of a rampaging Hulk, 


RETRO ARMOR 
1998 


> > Back in his proper dimension, 
> Iron Mi 


This version 
various fa i ) Sentient 
inventions ¥ 2 ~ . foldaway 


new retro armor 
also offered a 
number of improved 
features, such as 
computerized target 


TIN MAN ARMOR 

2002 

Signitying a return to basics, Iron Man's tin 
man armor resembled older tried and tested 
armor models with less of an emphasis on 


cutting-edge tech. Still containing a wide 
The 21st Century variety of weapons and surveillance gear, the 


tin man armor incorporated Tony's own personal 


secretary af sorts into its circuitry, Called Friday, 
SPACE ARMOR this computer program was capable of doing 
2000 everything from analyzing rare poisons to holding 
Iron Man got the chance to test his unwanted telephone calls. 


newest suit outfitted for an outer space 
environment when he was forced to 
confront Justin Hammer onboard the 
criminal’s satellite base. With a thin layer 
of compression gel protecting his body 
from the elements, the newly improved 
space armor was much slimmer than 
previous models. It also offered detachable 
solid fuel boosters, compressed gas 
maneuvering pods, and a solar sail capable 
of automatic piloting during reentry. 


STEALTH ARMOR MK 3 

2002 

When tracking down the seemingly renegade 
Black Panther, Iron Man utilized his latest-model 
stealth armor. Composed of advanced composite 
ceramics, the armor was capable of projecting 

H) holograms onto its surface and making the wearer 
virtually invisible. Ideal for espionage missions, 
the suit also had an innovative noise- 
reduction engine, but only possessed 
ED the ability to fire three repulsor 
NGA) shots. The armor contained 
absolutely no metal, and instead 
was built with experimental bio- 

A) neural gel-pack circuitry. 


THORBUSTER ARMOR 
2003 
When Iron Man was forced to battle 

Thor, he adapted magical armor 

powered by the same enchantment 

that gives Thor's famous magic 
hammer Mjélnir its strength. 
Combining the strength of Thor with his 
‘own power, Iron Man gave the thunder 
god a run for his money. 


ABLATIVE ARMOR 

2003 

When facing an alien entity that had the ability to adhere 
to electronics and animate them with a Te 
decided to give his 

thousands of high-impact polymer til 


Yet when not in 
smpacted to the size of 
To augment this impressi Tony 
an energy blade that 
shield, chameteon-tike 
nd a holographic projector, 


EXTREMIS ARMOR HYPERVELOCITY ARMOR 
2005 + 2007 


T ‘on Man's i r 
most advanced to date. Tony utilized file pecbeesiah peer aegis 


Extremis virus technology to literally 


rewrite his body's own functions into 
a superior fusion of man and machine. 
With Extremis tech in his system, 
Tony could fink with satellites or any 
ather technological device, simply 
with the power of thought. 


ak HIGH-G ARMOR 
2006 


Pe Bulky and heavy, similar to his three previous outer ae 
he \ ‘space suits, Tony's High-G (high-gravity) armor was 
x pe constructed with stability very much in mind, 
A ~ Stn megecic ed jot componstars ent HULKBUSTER MK 2 ARMOR 
Te j0) r 2 advanced health readings at his fingertips, 2007 
i ’ Seta eet eae When Tony Stark helped exile the Hulk into outer space, he had 
em via —_ — planned for the contingency that the Green Goliath might somehow 
withstand an imiprometa bottle with return to Earth, Wearing his largest, most protective suit of : 


Titanium Man, 


durability and firepower, the Hulk made short work af Iron Man's 
impressive new toy. 


HYDRO ARMOR MK2 

2006 

When pursuing a convict to the undersea 
kingdom of Atlantis, H-Men member Wolverine 
recruited heip tram his folk 

‘Man. Using one of Tony Sta 

diving suits, Wolverine was at 

untold pressure extromes of the ocean's floor 
and continue to hunt down his prey, 


KEY DATA 
FULL NAME Anthony Edward “Tony” Stark 


ALIASES Iron Man; also known as 
‘Shelihead and the Golden Avenger 


xplolts have run a close race with " WIGHT ft 1 in WEIGHT 225 Ibs 
aps he has been EYES Blue HAIR Black 
with 


pent 


KNOWN RELATIVES Maria Collins 
Carbonell Stark and Howard Anthony 
Stark (parents, deceased), Morgan Stark 
(cousin), Edward Stark (uncle, deceased), 
Isaac Stark, Sr, Isaac Stark, Jr. (ancestors, 
deceased) 


tific journal 


BEFORE THE ARMOR 


OCCUPATION Adventurer, CEO of Stark 
Industries, former Director of SHIELD, 
former head of the Initiative, founder of 
the Maria Stark Foundation, former CEO 
of Stark International, Stark Solutions, 
Stark Enterprises, Circuits Maximus, 
former US Secretary of Defense, former 
technician for Askew Electronics: 


At age 15, he enrolled in MIT. By 21, he was J : Desa ie Scout 
running one of the largest companies in North sa See i manages reguiar exercise 
America. Anthony “Tony” Stark has always been : zing that his brain isn't 


ahead of the pack, the curve, and his time. Much lke the 


nly Muscle he needs 1 


auter, the Iron 


tantly adding innovations and streamlining 


pects of his suit in 
font of cutting 
@ manage 


mpar 


ngtnuction fault ir ri 


iim against. Though Tony 


f Stark Industries wast ab tinkering 


and haul th 


‘ony |s still ur 


orrupt organization sid 


1 the cor 
{avenger Iron Mar 


gaPONS firsthand, and realizir t the tide of publi 


turning against tt 


24-25 


The Wit and Wisdom of 


Tony Stark 


All of those who've wondered why Iron Man risks his life time 
and time again... if they could feel the indescribable exhilaration 


of flying in an armored suit, they'd wonder no more! 


Two can play the game of gadgets, rabbit ears! 


On the other hand, there’s a classic simplicity to a 


good right hand jab that’s not to be denied! 


All right, Doom, you’ve won that round. 
But that’s only check... not check-mate! 


If you want to remain saved, get back out of 
the line of fire. 


Head butting like this could get me thrown out of most 
wrestling bouts—but I’m not fighting for trophies here! 


I'm fighting for my life! 


No one has the right to defy the wishes of 
his government... not even Iron Man! 


My appearance terrifies women and children as if 
| were a monster! I’m a frightening sight to the 
very people | want to aid and protect! 


But could | have married Janice? Would it 
have been fair with a heart like mine? 


Firebrand, you’ve come up with a costume that has 
powers and protection nearly equal to mine... How 
can you so insanely misuse it?! 


What about my cause? What is it ’'m fighting for? 
Whatever it is, | must live for it... and die for it. 


| went from being a man trapped in an iron suit to 
being a man freed by it. 


There is a pollution crisis in the world, but it can’t 
be solved by taking the first hysterical action! 


I don’t deal in weapons any more... I’m more 
interested in creating the future than 
blowing it up. 


Being a man in a metal suit doesn’t 
solve any problems... It just gives you a 
whole lot of new ones to think about. 


You can’t let somebody else do your suffering for you. 


Can | have a personal relationship with anyone and 
continue to function as Iron Man should? 


1 won’t waste time defending the past or arguing 
about the present while a man’s in danger! 


I guess, in the final reckoning, it does add up... 
the life of a Super Hero has meaning... and 


purpose. 


Hiding? |s that what it’s come to? Hiding my feelings, my 
life—behind an iron mask? 


This is the most Sophisticated, most astonishing 
invention I’ve ever constructed! But that’s the 
precise reason... why it has to be destroyed! 


With all the pain and sorrow my other armor caused, 
I shudder to think what could happen if this fell into 


evil hands. 


I’ve learned that free will isn’t a gift-it’s a 
muscle which needs to be exercised—and only when 
it’s in peak condition—is a man truly awake. 
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cs 


INDUSTRIES 


s has undergone many changes 


Stark Indust 
over the years—different names, different 


— 
ar y 5 . er 
policies, different locations—its fluctuating — 
— 
— 
—— 


“Am | an arms dealer? No. fortunes mirroring those of its presiding 
Did | start out asa weapons genius, the endlessly inventive Tony Stark. 
designer? Yes. Dol intend to §=—smmcinoustaus 


die as one? No.” Tony Stark teu ama 


his injury and bi 
) Man, Tony beyan to hav 


A Family Business STARK INTERNATIONAL 
y ket. With 


The brainchild of Isaac Stark Sr., Stark Industries was an engineering 
manufacturing business formed in the 19th century. The company company to retleet it nie on the global mark 
' wabsidiaries in all pate 


1 family-run organization, with the position of eee 
the changing tim 


{ that the new moniker Sark Internationa 


continued to be 
president and CEO being passed down through generations of Stark Hes 


men. In modern times, Stark Industries began 1o focus on weapons 
manutacturing, relying on government contracts for the bulk 
Of its income. When owned by Howard Stark, the corporation | CIRCUITS MAXIMUS 
flourished until Howard and his wite Maria died in a car crash. 
Control of the company then passed to the couple's reluctant 
son, Tony, Despite being responsible for designing many of 
Stark Industries’ technological innovations, Tony wasn't sure 
he was ready for the responsibility of running such a large 
‘ess. However, with the help of his executive assistant 
Papper Potts, Tony grew into the role, and soon eared to 
embrace his family’s legacy, raising Stark profits to an all-time STARK ENTERPRISES 
high, Since then, Tony has continued to put his own stamp on 
the company and lec it through many varied incarnations 


into alee Obadiah Stan 


During Tony's relapse 
le takeover of Stark's compan 


busi 


tisfied with chasing Stark out of his own busine 
its Maximus, dl vg. the 
on. After conic 


Suark Enterp 


STARK-FUJIKAWA 


After later reacquiriny 
its illegal practice 


ortus as Iron Man, During the time of hi 
1 takeover of Stark 


min rished while fightin) 


onglomerate Fujikawa stag 


they maintained even after Tony's miraculous 


STARK SOLUTIONS 


Instead of attempting regain his old company, Tony 


Offering his servi 
Tony put Stark 


reated the consulting firms, Stark Sc 
anyone Willing to pay his high pr 
Solution: largely to donate 


haritable Maria Stark Foundation 


STARK INDUSTRIES 2 


After bi 1 with Rumiko Fujik 


kin his ows 


the Skrull alien 
Despite Stark 


ink of bankrupt 


Besides his friends Pepper Potts, Happy Tony Stark's ever-evolving Iron Man armor 
TA FF tape, on in Rhode, oy buys INVENT () \ ( tft oe fon ets 
‘great lengths to hire the best of the best. 
MRS. BAMBI ARBOGAST S.H.LLE.L.D. HELICARRIER 
: As one af the bri 


Tony's sassy’ exeeunive assistant for man 
Mrs, Arboyast proved time and dime aya inter 


ih 
innovations. Working with dir Ni 
Pury, Mr. Pantasic of the f Pou 


MARCY PEARSON X-Men member Forge, T ted 1 
A : 


MANDROIDS 
Butle by Tony Stark to 
protect SHIELD 


KEVIN O'BRIEN 
Ar 


=| ABRAHAM KLEIN 
A former eng 


he seers . a MISCELLANEOUS 
nin Mordeca ; ume inventions 


ARTEMUS PITHINS 


Former PR head of Stark Internationa 


HAWKEYE’S 
MORLEY ERWIN ARROWS 


Although most of Aveng 
trick a 
4 by chy 


Becoming Rhodey’s trusted confidant and 


technical ass hen Jim ti une Iron 
Man, Mot 


Maxime 


CAP’S SHIELD 


When th 


ABE ZIMMER 
me Tony first met Ak Tank 
mp 
ay ' 
a hi 
wo) 


JOCASTA 


An artificial intelliger 


THE CONSTANT DEMON 


Tony Stark's entire fortune was founded on death. Although he has tried 
to see it from some other perspective, there's no avoiding the facts. 
His father was a weapons manufacturer, selling brilliant and efficient 
killing machines to the US government to aid their various war 
efforts. When Tony took over his father's business, he too became 
little more than a glorified arms dealer. Tony improved upon his 
father's ideas and Stark Industries reaped the benefits. 

It wasn’t until Tony witnessed firsthand the destructive might of 
his terrible creations that he began to have serious misgivings about 
his life's work. After a near-fatal injury caused by one of his own 
Stark landmines, Tony began to appreciate the consequences of his 
creations, It took time, paperwork, and wading through miles of red 
tape, before Tony was able to cease all Stark weapons manufacturing 
‘once and for all. He now fights as Iron Man trying to make amends 
for his past by protecting the people of the present. But the fact that 
he can never bring back the many thousands of lives destroyed by his 
company's inventions weighs heavily upon him. 


CRISIS OF CONSCIENCE 


Tony Stark's greatest fear is tt High-octane exotic beauties, female 
that he'll lose control again. => teammates with excess personal 
Struggling with alcoholism 3 baggage, charismatic but fatally 
nearly his entire adult =z _~sCélaweed Super Vil 8: Tony hasn't 
life, Tony has hit rock —— had the best of luck when it comes 
bottom on more than =— to romance. Bad choices combined 
‘one occasion. Alcohol ZS _ with his own guilt complex and 

is a persistent threat => secretive ways, has resulted in = 
looming in the = one unworkable relationship after 
darkest recessses =} another. To Tony, true love 

of his mind—a seems an elusive prize 

threat that some of indeed. But there are 

Tony's enemies have some that feel that 

ruthlessly exploited. what he’s looking 

Hardly a day goes by for has been right 

that Tony doesn’t do under his nose 

battle with the demon all the while, 

in the bottle. 


=— While the armor he's created seems to be nearly invulnerable, 
> the man who wears it has proven to be anything but. From the 
(co svery beginning of Iron Man's career, Tony has struggled with 
== 4 Near-fatal heart condition, brought on by shrapnel lodged 
close to his heart. Originally Tony was forced to wear his life- 
saving Iron Man chest plate at all times, just to keep his frail 
heart beating. He has undergone a heart transplant to cure this 
condition, but over years has fallen victim to other ills, such 
a shattered spine and a bout of total paralysis. 


f a man can be judged by 

his friends alone, Iron Man 
certainly has nothing to 
worry about. Earning allies 
both in the boardroom and 
the battlefield, Tony Stark 
always has someone to call 


on in a crisis. 
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FULL NAME Virginia “Popper” Potts 
ALIASES Rescue, Hera, formerly Pepper 
RELATIVES Harold “Happy” Hogan 
(husband, deceased), unidentified foster 
‘son and daughter, Clay Hogan (brother-in- 


Jaw), unidentified grandfather-in-law 


OCCUPATION Executive assistant, former 


AFFILIATIONS The Order, Stark industries 


Pepper Potts is the onereason | | Pepper in Peril 
Stark Industries didn’t crash and 

burn ages ago. She’s been Tony’s 

right-hand woman for more 

years than either of them would 

like to admit. Infatuated with 

her boss almost from the first, 

Pepper has been flirting with 

Tony for as long as Iron Man has 

been flirting with disaster. 


Bomb Victim — 


“He needs a chauffeur 
like a hole in the head! 


What does he keep me 
around for, anyway?” 


More worried about injuring his opponents than winning 

a title, boxer Harold “Happy” Hogan never found much 
success in the ring. Retiring from the fight game and 
taking a job at Stark Industries as Tony Stark's personal 
chauffeur, Happy thought he'd put his days of violence 
behind him. Instead, his life became a powder keg, where 
any workday could be his last. 


KEY DATA 


FULL NAME Harold Joseph “Happy” 
Hogan 


‘ALIASES formerly the Freak, tron Man 


RELATIVES Virginia “Pepper” Potts Hogan 
(wife), unidentified father, grandtather and 
siblings, unidentified foster daughter and 
‘son, Clay Hogan (brother) 


OCCUPATION Personal assistant and 
chauffeur, former liaison for local atairs 
Happy-Go-Lucky of the Maria Stark Foundation, CEO of 
Even after Tony Stark offered Stark Enterprtecs, fight manager, rancher, 
‘ security chief, bodyguard, boxer 


When Tony was racing a custom stock 
car at the Indianapolis Speedway, he 

forgot to recharge his [ron Man chest 
plate that, at that time, kept his injured 


heart beating, Losing control of his car, 4% Pewatd for his valiant act AFFILIATIONS ron Legion 
on the racetrack, Happy rarely 


dropped his trademark scow!— 
hence his“Happy" nickname. 


him a cushy job as his chauffeur 


Tony crashed into an embanktent, and 
was pulled our af the flames by spectator 
Happy Hogan 


Mr. and Mrs. Hogan 
Although Happy and 


Tony St ersonal 

assistant Pepper Potts did 

not hit it off at first, they 

»on became friend: 

Happy’s attempts to be 

more than just a friend to 
were unsuccessful 


n Love Triangle When he was severely injured during 


ave Uf From virtually the first time they met, Tony ha¢ Iron Man’ televised fight with the 
wer the seemin fee But because o} art condition Titanium Man, Happy revealed to Tony 
unreceptive Stark, and ind ep his Iron Man identity secre that he had figured out his secret identity 


married the devoted 


ced himself from her. However, the two as Iron Man some time ago. 
ed th 


former boxe 


rion. 
that could 


“You know something, Hap? You’re the only guy 
| ever met who can make me feel like a moron.” 


The couple 


Tony Stark eps a sald at of problem 


ft again gr 
thom when Pepper had a miscarriage. 


knocking the Spymaster and himself off 
alk tack. Happy’ 


JAMES RHODES: 


“RH ODEY” 


He’s Iron Man’s right-hand man and the first 
person Tony Stark turns to for help. Despite the 
occasional difference of opinion, Jim “Rhodey” 
Rhodes has never let Iron Man down. 


rr 


KEY DATA 
FULL NAME James Rupert "Jim" Rhodes 


ALIASES “Rhodey," War Machine, 
formerty Iron Man 


OCCUPATION Adventurer, former 
Commander of Camp Hammondinitiative | 
forces, ONE dril sergeant, marine salvager, |= 
political activist, CEO of Stark Enterprises, 
pilot, aviation engineer, soldier 


AFFILIATIONS formerly the 60 State 
Initiative, ONE, the Crew, “Iron Legion,” 

West Coast Avengers, Secret Defenders, 
Worldwatch, US Marines 


Always there... 


After changing out of his secret Iron Man identity, 
Tony offered Rhodey a job as his personal pilot 
right after their first adventure. Not wishing 
to pass up such a tremendous opportunity 
Rhodey accepted, as soon as his tour of duty 
came to a close. As Stark's pilot, Rhodey now 
traveled the world with his jet-setting boss, and 
the two formed a close friendship that rivaled 
any in either of their lives, On several occasions, 
Rhodey went above and beyond the call of duty 
and saved Tony's life—a debt Tony repaid as Iron 
Man at every available opportunity 
When Tony's alcoholism made it impossible 
for him to handle his duties as a Super Hero, 
Rhodey nervously stepped up to the proverbial 
plate and took his piloting skis to the next level 
as the new Iron Man for a while, Even though 
the armor caused him pain and mental torment 
Rhodey wore it proudly. He also donned the tron 
Man armor on a few subsequent occasions to 
save his friend's life 
When Tony Stark seemingly lay on his 
deathbed, and asked Rhodey to resume Iron 
Man duties full time and also take over as Stark 
Industries’ CEO, Jim didn't back down from 
the challenge. Only when Rhodes discovered 
that Tony had faked his death without telling him, did the two have 
a falling out, one that time and a bit of good old-fashioned armored 
combat finally mended, 


‘Since Rhodey first donned the tron Man armor 
in an emergency, it was never tuned to his 
particular brainwaves, causing him headaches 
and even shifts in his personality. 


“I’m handlin’ the hero chores these days... you might want 
to write that down somewhere—so you remember it.” 


War Machine 


was tailor 
bat Tony rev 
Jey renamed the sult War Machine 
for not letting bin in on the secret 
all ties with him, Joining the West 
and then the human-rights organizati 


h, Rhode t 


y carved out his own place in 
votld, He later lost his original War Machine suit 
time-travel mission, but gained new alien arrr 

continue his war against crime 
Through it all y Never forgot the man he 

his career to, and when Tony truly needed h 
always there. He later sacrificed his alien arrr 

power he had in the world, to prot 

Tony's ai 
the Fujika 


staged a he 


Rhodey had no desire to 
reclaim his role as tron 
Man, but his loyalty to his 
friend compelled him, 


“HOLD BACK AND WAIT FOR THE 
BLEED OUT...” 


“SORRY SOLDIER.:. BUT 
RHODEY DON’T BLEED!” 


Jim Rhodes was alw..ys destined:te be @ soldier 
Bounding around careers such as working for the 
government by. manning thelr giant robstie Sentin 
Commanding the training facility for Super Heros 
60 State initiatives Camp Harnmond, Fhoday seo ied 
only happy When fighting the good fight. But when his 
body was Nomilically injured during an aftack on a military 
babe in Cubs, 't seemed like Jim had finally seer hig last 
bit of action. A quadriplagié witty half his fs ng, 
f was rebuilt by Stark Machine facility ang 

a new loxse on lite, Now fiving weapen, 

ikes his own path, yet | ay only @ 
» call away if Tony nocd his hel; 


GIRLS, GIRLS, 


Tany Stark's social activities have given new meaning 
to the term “playboy.” A favorite hobby of his, equal to 
tinkering in his workshop, Tony has spent countless hours 
romancing society's most beautiful women, 


p Marion 
=> BAY 200 ot t50 mar oerasovs sociation 
» Wye EY) Tony has cated, Marion rotainad a 
J ‘speom place in his. Nowrt, avon it 
a (25 JI) he. couldn't quite remembor tree 
last namo, After al, was Niarion 
who suggested that Ion Man paint 


his @rinor gold, in order lo appear 
Jens Threatanin 
nD Janet Van Dyne ~ EN 


Meredith McColl 


Natalia Romanova 


Rae LaCoste 


Veronica Benning 
Ne all Joa ‘ranstorrried by her 
Extreme serum 
fee pp. 156-7). 
The iationehsp 
blossomed ane! 


Kathleen Dore y 1g. Tony they even moved in 


Joanna Niveno 
Before his iteschanging 

ttlaie by taking Pee 
creep dat 


MH Countess Stephanie De 
Lo Spirosa 


SE lage ner et ee 
Dr Su Yin 

Beautiful and glted. Or Su Yin fad ilo 
difficulty winning Tony's heart when he vettect 


“ set later attempte " Ni * ‘her native Ching to arrest a sudden rapid 

\ Machine technol a ‘Stew! docine #) hie health, Unicrtunataty for Tony. 
} ‘Solutions deal in order to gy ony ak) for fae not only could Yirr not cure him, she wees 

£9 owricorporatio 3 gready menrad, 


= KEY DATA 


7 jf) FULLMAME Bethany Cabe 


ALIAS War Machine 2.0 


ANION War Machine project 
director, former CEO of Stark Enterprises, 
Security chief, bodyguard 


Formerty Iron Legion, 


POWERS/ABILITIES Expert hand to hand 
‘combatant, expert marksman 


ae 


“ALIFE! 


Meat Seana 


Safely back in America, Bethany was torn between 
her past and her present, ultimately choosing her 
husband over Tony. 


WAR MACHINE 
RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT 


Iron Man was her 


past. War Machine 
would be her future. 


Years after Tony's return from the 
grave, Bethany once again found 
employment at Stark Industries. 
When Jim Rhodes was critically 
wounded during an explosion at 
a military complex, Bethany was 
placed in charge of his rehabilitation 
and unfortunate transformation into 
‘a cyborg. Working as Rhodey's 
researcher from her Colorado base, 
Bethany became instrumental in 
War Machine's missions, She even 
went so far as to don a set of armor 
to destroy a Roxxon facility as War 
_ Machine 2.0. 


Bethany helped coordinate Wi 

Machine's attack on mercenar 
belonging to private defense contractor 
Eaglestar International, 


MIND SWAP 


Shortly before Tony Stark first developed his 
silver centurion armor, Bethany was taken 
captive by his chief rival, Obadiah Stane. 
There she underwent an experimental 
procedure created by Dr. Theron Atlanta 

in which her personality was switched into 
the body of a clone of the villain Madame 
Masque. This new “Bethany” attempted to 
assassinate Tony, and the real Bethany was 
forced to come to his rescue in the form of 
Madame Masque. Fortunately, Tony managed 
to see through the deception and helped 
restore Bethany to her own body. 
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|Wong-Chu | 


The heartioss 
commandor 
of the prison 
camp that 
unwittingly 
birthed Iron 
Man, Wong- 
Chu survived 

his first encounter with Stark 

only to plague him as a ruthless 
drug lord years later. Disfigured 
from his first encounter with 

Tony, Wong-Chu has seemingly 

perished, perhaps for good. 


fron Man and Arthur Dearborn, 
the enargyabsorbing Sunturion, 
were enemies, until Sunturion: 
realizad hin Roxxon employers 
were corrupt. He nearly gave his 
life for tron Man's cause, 


become the flexible thief known 
a the Scarecrow. 


Scientist Arthur Parks used 

hie miniaturized laser weapons 
to embark an a life af crime, 

An accident involving ron Man 
turned him into 1 much deadiior 
being composed of pure photons. 


tron Man hae boon thwarting the 
terrorist organization Advanced 
Idea Mochanice (AIM) for years, 
He recently put an end to a 
splinter faction called Advanced 
Genocide Mechanics. 


Son of the Mandarin, Temujin 
inherited his father's enemies 
when Mandarin was thought 
dead, Temujin clashed with Iron 
Man, relying on martial arts an 
much as on his father’s rings. 


tron Man's equal and opposite 
number, Victor Von Doom has 
uned his brilliant scientific mind 
and advanced battiasult not 
for the good of mankind, but to 


while battling War Machine, 


Atrio of high-tech thieves using 
stolon Stark technology and 
financed by Edwin Cord, tho 
Raiders have recently upgraded 
and now wark as enforcers for 
the Chinese government. 


has been Iron Man's lover, ally, 
and enemy. Her abseosian with 
Tony Stark hae grown to a near 
fatal attraction, 


‘Modo! Decoy or LMD) to life, the 
android set out to replace the 
man he was crouted to serve. 
‘Tho LMID donned Iron Man's 
armor and battled his creator 
‘until he was destroyed in a vat 
of molten metal. 


‘The son of one of Stark's 
greatast rivals, Obadiah Stano, 
Ezekiel follawed in his father's 
footsteps and used pirated 
‘Stark technology to wage war 
against Tony. 


Former Green Goblin Norman 
Osborn commandeered one 
of Tony's Iron Man suits, 
‘ropainting it and publicly 
declaring himself « hero, 
despite his evil intentions. 


‘Seismologist Alton Vibereaux 
gained powor over earthquakes 
and became the unstable criminal 
Vibro. He fought and lost to 

both Tony Stark and Jim Rhodes 
during thelr Iron Man terms. 


“And there came a day, a day unlike any other, when Earth’s 
mightiest heroes and heroines found themselves united against 
a common threat. On that day, the Avengers were born—to 
fight the foes no single Super Hero could withstand! Through 
the years, their roster has prospered, changing many times, but 
their glory has never been denied! Heed the call, then—for now, 
the Avengers Assemble!” 


It wasn't long before the Avengers set up shop in Tony 
‘Stark's chidhood mansion and began to hold regular 
meetings. Bankrolled by Stark's seemingly limitless. 
funds, the fledgling team soon faced a scheming 
alien dubbed the Space Phantom, Unfortunately, the 
battle bred more suspicion against the team's loose 
cannon, the incredible Hulk. Tired of the evident 
mistrust of heroes that were supposed to be his 
teammates, the Hulk quit the Avengers’ ranks. In the 
Avengers very next adventure, the Hulk joined forces. 
with Namor the Sub-Mariner and ruler of the undersea 
kingdom of Atlantis to battle the team. Fighting these 
two powerhouses to a standstill, the Avengers were 
unable to prevent Namor's escape, While searching 
for the disgruntled sea king, they chanced upon a 
body frozen in ice—and realized they had found the 
comatose form of the long-lost World War Ilicon, 
Captain America. 

Reviving the fallen war hero, the Avengers soon 


accepted Cap to their ranks. The inspiration of an 
entire generation, Captain America naturally gravitated 
towards a leadership position, and cemented the 
team's reputation as the Earth's Mightiest Heroes. 
Right from the start, the Avengers’ roster was 
destined to be constantly in flux. Heroes would 
Join and depart, depending on their politics or the 
circumstances of their own often-complex personal 
lives. Iron Man soon decided that he could no longer 
carry on his duties as a permanent member. However, 
he still contributed to the team's funding and housing. 
He also continued to supply them with innovative 
modes of transport, such as their famed, high-speed 
‘Quinjet airplanes, and recommended Clint Barton, the 
archer who had once opposed the Golden Avenger 


at's 


the West Coast Avengers, the New Avengers and the 
Mighty Avengers. And even though Tony sometimes 
‘ 3 finds himself at odds with the group (on one occasion 
q he was so frustrated with his teammates that he 
created his own super-powered splinter group called Force 
Works), ron Man is always drawn back to the team he has: 
invested so much of his money, energy, and heart into. 


vg le t 
or A) a . as the masked vigilante Hawkeye, for Avengers 
y Z p Over the years, iron Man has returned to the 
Soe. 3 E ‘Avengers’ fold many times. He's been a constant 
1 / v influence on the team’s direction, helping to found 
" ¢ ‘several different incarnations of the team, including 


After the earth-shattering Super Hero Civil War, Tony Stark became 
head of the government peacekeeping agency SHIELD, and was thus 
in a position to shape the Avengers team to his liking. 


Thor's brother Loki was up to his old tricks again, Despite being 
imprisoned on a barren island in the mystical dimension of Asgard by 
his brother Thor, the Norse god of thunder, Loki still had access to his 
magical abilities. After manipulating the Hulk into attempting to wreck 
a passenger train, Loki diverted a radio call requesting help to Thor's 
civilian identity of Dr. Donald Blake, However, Loki’s ploy worked a 
little too well, He successfully lured Thor into a battle with the Hulk, 
but he also accidentally summoned Iron Man, as well as Ant-Man and 
‘the Wasp. Discovering Loki'’s ruse, the newly formed team of heroes 
defeated the god of mischief, As they celebrated thelr triumph, they 
realized that working together certainly had its advantages. And so the 
Avengers, Earth's mightiest hero team, was born. 


THE BEGINNING 


These team-ups have played a big 
aR part in Iron Man’s career, giving 
him a wide array of fellow heroes 


to call on when the need arises. 


Ms. Marvel 


Carol Danvers has had many names over the stress of her double life took it 
course of her long career. She has been known toll and she turned to alcohol 
as Warbird, Binary, and Ms, Marvel. Carol to cope with her problems. 

lost her powers for a while when the mutant Recognizing the signs from hi 
Rogue (then a member of the Brotherhood of own troubled past, Tony offered 
Mutants) absorbed them; however, she gained Carol his help, even revealing hi 
new ones while fighting alongside the X-Men —_ dual identity to her. While it took 

in space. She was Iron Man’ first choice as field Ms, Marvel tine to acknowledge he 
Jeader when he formed the Mighty Avenger addiction, she was able to conquer it, 
bur has more in common with Tony than just as she had overcome many other 


metely their crime-fighting past. Like’Tony, the hurdles in her lif 


f 


Reed Richards and the Fantastic Four 


Tony Stark has found few men that equal or surpas: Invisible Woman), his brother-in-law Johny Storm (the 
his intellect, but Reed Richards is one of them. The hotheaded Human Torch), and his old friend Ben Grimm 
founding force behind the super fimily of heroes (the irrepressible Thing), Mr, Fantastic has used his elastic 

known as the Fantastic Four, Reed (the Fantastic powers to help tron Man many times. On one occasion, 
Four’ super-malleable Mr, Fantastic) has formed a fron Man and the Fantastic Four squared off against a 
firm friendship with Tony, each respecting the other's. barrage of monsters on the streets of Tokyo, Japan, a: 

scientific achievements. With many common Well as a giant creature from another dimension, Tony 


interests, including « regular chess game, ics and Reed were also both members of the t 


vo surprise that the two friends have come group known as the Illuminati and pivotal players on the 


to each other's aid on the battletic overnment’ side during the Civil War (see pp. 162-163 


well. Alongaide his wife, Sue Richards (the that ravaged the Super Hero community 


Spider-Man 


Possessing. a curious scientific mind Jike Stark's, Man, [ron Man and Spider-Man have teamed 
Peter Parker has always looked up to'Tony asa up many times over the years. Side by side with 
role model and a mentor, Bven when fighting the otber New Avengers, they've faced down 
side-by-side as Spider-Man and Iron Man, ot threats such as Hydra doppelgangers and armies 
during their time on the same Super He of deadly Hand ninja. And as partners, they’s 
team, the New Avengers, Spider-Man look: tackled the likes of Radioactive Man, the 
Trop Man for guidance and advice Terrible Thinker, and Big Wheel, Peter Parker 
Sharing many of the same mutual foes, such even served as Tony’s right-hand man before the 
as the armored Beetle, the criminal mastermind complex issues of the Super Hero Civil War 


Justin Hantner, and the poisonous Radioactive tore their friendship apart 


Ka-Zar of the Savage Land 


rs’ old enemy Fixer, in 


Over the years, Iron M tw 


surprise when the Av 


unlikely parmer was mor an attempt to steal Iron Man's armor, attacked 


improbable than Lord Kevin Plunder, the jut the compound, Piting his basic survival 


dwelling Ka-Zar. Iron Man met up with Ka-Zar techniques against the high-tech arsenal of the 
when the hero left his home in Jost world Fixer, Ka-Zar captured the villain with a litde 
named the Savage Land, situated somewhere help from tron Man's ingenuity 
in Antaretica, and jc d Avenger’s In more recent times, Ka-Zar and his wife, 
West Coast compound in California. Touring Shanna helped Iron Man fight the Skrull 
the grounds, contemplating life as a fully inyasion when the Skrulls attempted to set up a 


fledged Super Hero, Ka-Zar was taken by base in the Savage Land, 


SN 


was busy batdling his enemy MODOK on the 8S 


A short-lived team of unlikely allies, the Los 


Angeles-based Champions teamed with many —_ west coast of America. After contacting his 
heroes during their brief existence. Consisting —_two former Avenger colleagues, Black Widow 
of super spy Black Widow, spirit of vengeance and Hercules, Iron Man and the Champions 


Ghost Rider, former founding X-Men set out to track down MODOK 


members Iceman and Angel, and the di Iron Man finally discovered MODOK 
Hercules, the Champions were a force to be hiding place and, with the Champions by his 
reckoned with in their heyday side, expelled excess energy directly at the 


On one particular adventure, the team cros robot villain, seemingly finishing him once 


and for all 


paths with [ron Man while the Golden Aveng 


The Thunderbolts 


Formerly the criminal Masters of Evil, the Thunderbolts 


On one occasion, fron Man masquetaded as 


appeared on the scene after the Avengers disappeared the villain known as the Cobalt Man in order 


following their battle with the mysterious creature called to infiltrate the Thunderbolts’ ranks. [ron Man’ 
Onslaught, Winning the public’ support before revealing deception was discovered by the Thunderbalt 
their former Super Villain identities, (members included Moonstone, when she lost control of the vast 
Blizz: 
Beet 
the Thunderbolts remained controversial figures in —_the crazed villainess. Duri 


the ininds of the Avengers upon that team’ return Man utilized the Thunderbolts to help 


rd, Songbird, Jolt, Joystick, Charcoal, Moonstone, energy she possessed. With the Avengers” help, 


 Atlis, Speed Demon, and Radioactive Man) Iron Man and the Thunderbolts took down 
he Civil War, Iron 
ck 


from exile in a pocket dimension. down unregistered heroes. 


Namor the Sub-Mariner 


Ruling the underwater kingdom of Adantis bas but were only briefly ccammates. 


done nothing for Namor the Sub-Mariner’s On one occasion, Namor put hinself 
modesty, With a hair-trigger temper and the at odds with the Golden Avenger after 
brute strength to back it up, Namor has flip the sea king’s reckless actions accidentally 
flopped from hero to villain in the eyes of knocked a passenger plane out of the sky 
the public and their Super Hero protectors. Realizing that Namor's cantrum was caused 
Nevertheless, Namor possesses his own unique —_by the activities of the corrupt Roxxon 
and unswerving moral code, which has led him Oil company, [ron Man joined forces with 
to partnering with tron Man from time co time the Atlantian and helped him destroy the 
and both have been members of the Avengers company’s criminal naval operation 


ae 


OTHER IRON MEN zest 


HAPPY HOGAN EDDIE MARCH BETHANY CABE MICHAEL O'BRIEN CARL WALKER 


When the public began Drawing inspiration A trusted ally, though Originally meeting Iron Formerly known as Clay 
to suspect Tony's from tron Man's heroic she never wore an Iron Man on the battlefield as Wilson, Carl Walker 
connection to tron Man, exploits, prize-fighter Man suit herself, Bethany the second Guardsman, ‘embarked on a criminal 
his chauffeur Happy rch seemed Cabe first stepped into Michael O'Brien later career as Force, until 
Hogan decided to save Jal choice to the role of Iron Man when became a trusted friend he became plagued by 
his boss's reputation by Jim Rhodes recruited a of Tony Stark, and even nightmares involving 


taking @ turn in the fron Man when Tony Stark team to pilot Tony's spare wore the Iron Man his misdeeds. With the 


Man armor. By appearing decided to retire due to suits and batti alien armor to aid Tony in help of his old enemy 
in public, Happy put health complications. robet Ultimo, Bethany battle. Mistaken for the Iron Man, Walker left his 
to rest any lingering Unfortunately, March had took to the equipment real fron Man, O'Brien criminal past behind him 


and even stood in as Iron 
‘Man when Tony needed 
his help against the 
notorious Fixer, 


was captured by the 
Mandarin, forcing Iron 
Man to rescue him. 


suspicions that Tony 
Stark and Iron Man were 
one and the same. 


@ secret blood clot, and 
80 Tony was soon forced 
to renew his role as the 
Golden Avenger. 


like a natural and played 
@ crucial role in the 
‘ensuing battle, 


JIM RHODES 

The only other person to 

take up the Iron Man role 
on a long-term basis, Jim 
Rhodes led the attack of 

fron Men against Ultimo. 
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“Spave Parts Man’ 


US government's Sect 
use of the technology 


WOLVERINE 


When hunting down the super criminal known as 
Nitro, the villain responsible for the destruction 
of the town of Stamford, Connecticut, Wolverine 
called upon his New Avenger teammate Iron Man 
for help. Borrowing a suit of Tony's hydro armor, 
Wolverine was able to travel to the ocean floor to 
the ancient city of Atlantis, in order to see to it 
that Nitro was brought to justice. 


© The only child of wealthy arms manufacturer Howard Stark and his 
wite Maria, Tony is raised in a mansion neighboring New York City’s 
Central Park, His father's strict discipline and alcohol abuse turns 
Tony into a quiet, withdrawn child, 


* To escape his family’s troubles, Tony becomes fascinated with his 
erector set and builds a toy Iron Man. 


* At age seven, Tony is sent away to boarding school—an attempt by 
his father to “toughen” him up. 


* Finding it difficult to relate to other children, Tony escapes into the 
realms of science fiction and Thomas Mallory's tales of King Arthur 
and his Knights of the Round Table 


* A child prodigy, Tony enrolls at MIT at age 15, double majoring 
in physics and engineering and studying under many esteemed 
professors, including Ted Slaught 


* Tony begins dating Meredith McCall, his first serious relationship. 


* Tony begins work for his father at Stark Industries, He doesn't take 
the job very seriously, preferring the life of a millionaire playboy. 


* While driving to Long Island from a function in the city, Howard and 
Maria Stark lose control of their luxury sedan owing to a brake fallure 
secretly engineered by a group of corrupt industry competitors who 
would go on to form Roxxon Oil, Howard and Maria are both killed in 
the wreck, leaving the apparently irresponsible Tony in charge of their 
entire estate. 


* As his first act as head of Stark Industries, Tony buys the 
manufacturer of his parents’ car and fixes the design flaw that caused 
their supposed accident. 


* Tony promotes secretary Pepper Potts to be his executive assistant 
after the alert young woman corrects an oversight when typing up 
papers for a government contract, saving the company over a half 
milion dollars 


* As Tony flounders as head of Stark Industries, Pepper takes on 
more and more of his responsibilities. 


* Tony and his girifriend, Joanna Nivena, become engaged. 


* Ona trip to Afghanistan as a consultant to the US military, Tony 
is caught in the explosion of one of his own company's land mines 
when terrorist forces attack his convoy. With shrapnel lodged in his 
chest next to his heart, Tony is taken captive by the rebels and told 
to build a weapon that they can use against the Americans. With the 
help of fellow inventor and prisoner Ho Yinsen, Tony instead bullds a 
primitive Iron Man suit that keeps him alive and allows him to escape 
the insurgents’ camp. 


© Still clad as fron Man, Tony meets pilot Jim Rhodes and the two 
help each other escape enemy territory, finally returning to a US base. 


* Back in the US, Tony wears his life-saving Iron Man chest plate to 
survive, but makes it thinner and more compact, He also develops 4 
way to store the suit of armor in his briefcase. He decides to continue 
as Iron Man to combat crime, but keeps his dual identity a secret, 
announcing that Iron Man is his bodyguard and a Stark Industries’ 
employee. 


© Tony reveals his double life to his fiancée Joanna Nivena. The two 
part when Joanna realizes that Tony's calling as a Super Hero will 
interfere with a normal family home life, 


After wrestling escaped lions at a circus as Iron Man, Tony paints his 
armor gold, realizing that his gray armor frightens the public, 


When testing his “Stark Special” racecar, Tony crashes and Is pulled 
from the wreckage by former boxer Happy Hogan. Tony hires Happy 
as his chauffeur, and the two become fast friends. 


* The villain Jack Frost attacks Stark industries, rebelling against his 
‘own employer, 


Iron Man joins Ant-Man, the Wasp, Thor, and the Hulk to form the 
‘Avengers to thwart the trickery of Thor's evil brother, Loki, The team’s 
headquarters is the Manhattan mansion that was Tony's childhood 
home. 


‘* Iron Man battles Professor Vanko, the Crimson Dynamo, convincing 
the villain to defect to the US and work for Stark Industries. 


* Bruno Horgan attacks Stark industries as the Melter after the 
military contracts weapons from Stark Industries instead of his own 
company. 


Tony constructs a new red and gold Iron Man suit out of lighter 
material to help him defeat the villainous Mr. Doll 


Iron Man heads to China at the behest of the US government and 
first battles the Mandarin. 


* After a failed robbery, the contortionist known as the Scarecrow 
flees to Cuba to escape Iron Man. 


* The Avengers unearth Captain America and add him to their ranks. 


Tony has a fling with the Soviet spy known as the Black Widow 
before learning of her treachery and foiling her schemes. 


* Iron Man Streamlines his “horned” helmet into a rounded shape, 


* Iron Man fights the Unicorn when the villain decides to pit his 
strength against the hero. 


* Black Widow returns to plague Iron Man, this time with marksman. 
Hawkeye in tow as her love-struck partner, 


* After besting the villain known as the Saboteur who was out to ruin 
Stark Industries’ government contracts, Tony finally devotes himself 
fully to his company, to the relief of the overworked Pepper Potts. 


* Iron Man quits the Avengers, yet remains their main financial 
supporter, He also backs reformed villain Hawkeye for team 
membership. 


Iron Man bests the communist Titanium Man in a televised fight for 
national pride, During the epic battle, Happy Hogan reveals that he 
has deduced Iron Man's double identity 


* Tony Stark helps found the government super spy agency SHIELD 
and is instrumental in recruiting Nick Fury as its director. 


* The Mandarin discovers the alien android Ultimo and unleashes the 
25-foot-tall behemoth on Iron Man. 


* Pepper Potts and Happy Hogan get anarried. 


Whiplash slugs it out with Iron Man for the first time, and fights the 
hero to a standstill 


* Tony begins a romance with Janice Cord, 


* Iron Man faces a batch of new threats, including Madame Masque, 
Mordecai Midas, and the Controller. 


* When Iron Man suffers a heart attack in battle, Dr. Jose Santini 
transplants a synthetic heart into Tony's chest, freeing the hero from 
dependency on his Iron Man chest plate. 


* Boxer Eddie March steps in as Iron Man when Tony retires. When 
Eddie suffers a severe injury at the hands of a new Crimson Dynamo, 
Tony returns as Iron Man, fighting the Crimson Dynamo in a battle 
that costs Janice Cord her life. 


* The political activist Firebrand first comes into conflict with Iron Man. 


© The original Spymaster and his Espionage Elita attack Stark 
Industries, taking Tony Stark hostage. 


© Tony creates the Guardsman armor for engineer Kevin O’Brien, 
but the armor causes O'Brien to go insane, and attack Tony's new 
girlfriend Marianne Rodgers. Iron Man accidentally kills O'Brien in a 
later skirmish, 


* [ron Man fights alongside the Avengers in the Kree/Skrull War. He 
later forms the Illuminati alongside Mr, Fantastic, Namor, Professor X, 
Dr. Strange, and Black Bolt in order to prevent such conflicts recurring 
in future. 


* Tony changes the name of his company to Stark International to 
better reflect his role in the global marketplace. He abandons his work 
in munitions in favor of the more beneficial innovations of electronics 
development. 


* Jack Frost returns as the criminal Blizzard, 


* Michael O'Brien, the brother of the original Guardsman, investigates 
his brother Kevin's death and eventually takes up his mantie after 
briefly posing as Iron Man. 


* Jim Rhodes, Bethany Cabe, and Bambi Arbogast all come to work 
at Stark International 


¢ Justin Hammer wages war on Stark's business, 


© With Iron Man framed for murder, Tony undergoes training by 
Captain America in martial arts and other fighting techniques. 


* Although Tony manages to escape Hammer's clutches, the stress 
of the ongoing skirmish and the threat of a hostile company takeover 
drive Tony to drink, 


* With the help of his budding romance with Bethany Cabe, Tony 
manages to kick his drinking habit and reclaim his life. 


* Iron Man tries out his first armor variation, his space armor, while 
investigating an orbiting Roxxon satelite 


* industrialist Edwin Cord orders the Raiders to attack Iron Man, and 
is jailed, 


* Dr. Doom and Iron Man travel back to the time of King Arthur and 
the Knights of the Round Table. 


* iron Man uses his new stealth armor to invade a top-secret East 
German research complex resulting in an ongoing feud with the 
villainous Living Laser. 


* Obadiah Stane begins a hostile takeover of Stark International, 
setting his'sights on destroying Iron Man while simultaneously 
scheming to return Tony Stark to the bottle, 


‘Tony lapses into alcoholism once more, becoming incapable of 
operating the ron Man suit. 


* Pilot Jim Rhodes takes over Tony Stark's duties as Iron Man while 
Tony roams the New York City streets, reduced to little more than a 


penniless vagrant. 


* Obadiah Stane takes over Stark International, renaming it Stane 
International, 


* Iron Man Jim Rhodes is transported to Battleworld with many other 
heroes to fight at the whim of the mysterious Beyonder, There his 
armor is augmented by fellow hero Mr, Fantastic. 


* After befriending a homeless pregnant woman and saving her son's 
life, Tony becomes sober again 


¢ Tony and a few friends move to California and create a new 
company called Circuits Maximus. 


* Iron Man battles the seismic-powered Vibro. 
* As Iron Man, Jim Rhodes joins the West Coast Avengers. 


* When his new company is destroyed by Stane, Tony Stark dons 
new silver armor and reclaims his title as Iron Man. Iron Man attacks 
Stane, who has designed his own Iron Monger battlesuit, and 
defeats him, Stane takes his own life, 


* Tony sets up a new company called Stark Enterprises. 


* Iron Man dons his underwater armor for the first time when 
searching for chemical weapons at the bottom of the ocean, 


* The Ghost attacks a new subsidiary of Stark Enterprises, bringing 
him into conflict with Iron Man for the first time. 


* Tony hires reformed villain Force and discovers his new employee's 
armor contains stolen Stark components. This prompts Iron Man to 

embark on a renegade mission, dubbed the Armor Wars, to destroy 
all of his technology that has been appropriated by other hands over 
the years. 


* Tony's extreme actions in the Armor Wars lead to Iron Man being 
kicked out of the Avengers and Tony creating a new Iron Man sult 


© The emotionally disturbed Kathy Dare becomes obsessed with 
Tony Stark and shoots and paralyzes him. Tony employs an 
experimental microchip to regain the ability to walk, 


* Iron Man faces manipulation and control from outside forces, 
along with the revenge of a more powerful Living Laser in the 
second Armor Wars. 


* Tony travels to China in an attempt to find a cure for his worsening 
spinal condition and instead encounters the Mandarin and Fin Fang 
Foom in the Dragon Seed Saga. 


* Iron Man joins with the Avengers to fight in Operation: Galactic. 
‘Storm during an interstellar war between the Kree and the Shi'ar, 


¢ Undergoing experimental treatment to cure his ailing condition, 
Tony fakes his own death, promoting Jim Rhodes to CEO of Stark 
Enterprises and once again into the position of Iron Man, 


* Tony is successfully revived, prompting Rhodes, sick of being 
kept in the dark, to angrily quit his employ, Rhodes adopts the War 
Machine identity and embarks on his own crime fighting career, 


¢ The Avengers officially disband after their ranks are decimated by 
the magic abilities of the Scarlet Witch. 


* War Machine joins the West Coast Avengers. 


* In a battle with Ultimo, Iron Men past and present join forces after . 
Tony's remote controlled NTU Iron Man fails to stop the giant alien - i I 7 With the help of his old friend Maya Hansen, Tony applies 


android. The group defeats the villain only after Tony arrives clad in a g - Rp 7 “A ‘ a experimental Extremis technology to his Iron Man armor, allowing 

new advanced Iron Man armor. 4 2 4 if 2 fs ’ e ; him to link directly into the Iron Man suit and other machinery with his 
mind, and making him more powerful than ever. 

* Iron Man employs his Hulk-Buster armor during a fight with an “ J | f 

intelligent Hulk regarding the destruction of a factory that produces t ‘a a aa | : , 4 After a breakout at the maximum holding facility known as the Raft, 

gamma ray bombs, > .\ ry 4 ' lron Man joins with several other heroes to form the New Avengers. 


* The Scarlet Witch alters reality completely so that mutants are the 
dominant species, forcing Iron Man and other heroes to topple her 
new regime and restore the world to normal. 


© The West Coast Avengers disband, allowing Tony to form his own 
‘team of heroes, Force Works, 


* Tony Stark and Jim Rhodes put aside their personal differences 


during a battle with the Mandarin. * Iron Man becomes a mentor figure to Spider-Man and even builds 


the hero his own suit of armor dubbed the Iron Spider, 


¢ Tony is corrupted by the forces of Immortus in the guise of Kang 


the Conqueror and goes on a killing spree in service of his new - . Civil War breaks out between two factions of heroes when congress 
master. This prompts the other Avengers to travel back in time and yeh Ds engl A ; passes the Superhuman Registration Act. Iron Man spearheads 
seek the aid of a young Tony Stark, 2 7 a # ~_ a team of government-sponsored, legally registered heroes while 

. ‘ Captain America leads a clan of vigilantes who refuse to give up their 
¢ In a final moment of heroism, the older Tony Stark sacrifices his life 2 - 1! fight to privacy. Iron Man and his allies ultimately win the war, resulting 


to help defeat Kang and his allies. The young Tony decides to carry OP iy Y in Gaptain America's death. 


on his duties as Iron Man in the present. 
* Happy Hogan is killed fighting the Spymaster, leaving Pepper Potts 
* The young Tony Stark, along with many other heroes, seemingly awidow. 

dies in order to save the world from the rampaging powerhouse 
Onslaught. In reality, the heroes are transported to an alternate 


pocket dimension, 


* Iron Man’is promoted to Director of SHIELD and instigates the Fifty 
State Initiative, a program that installs a Super Hero team in every 
state. lron Man oversees a team of new Mighty Avengers, while 
assigning Pepper Potts to oversee the California-based premier team 


* Iron Man returns to his rightful dimension as an adult, wearing a 
of new blood called the Order. 


‘new suit of Iron Man armor. 


Exiled in outer space by the liluminati, the Hulk returns and declares. 
war on Super Heroes, Iron Man battles him and helps the heroes 
triumph by employing satellite technology. 


* With the merger of Stark Enterprises and Fujikawa Industries 
‘ocourring in Tony's absence, Tony decides to start a new proactive 
‘subsidiary called Stark Solutions. 


* Ezekiel Stane, son of Tony's former arch-foe Obadiah Stane, steals 
and upgrades Stark technology and wages war on Iron Man and his 
companies, severely injuring Pepper Potts, 


* Iron Man joins a new incarnation of the Avengers with a familiar 
classic roster after an epic battle with Morgan le Fay. 


* Tony meets Rumiko Fujikawa when fighting a new version of 


Firebrand on a tropical island, and the two begin dating. Jim Rhodes is nearly killed while on a military base in Dubai, but is 


rebuilt by Tony into a half-human cyborg as a newly advanced version 
of War Machine. 


© When his reputation is destroyed by Tiberius Stone, Tony Stark 
gives his fortune to the Avengers and the Maria Stark Foundation 


and begins life anew as computer tech Hogan Potts. Earth falls victim to a Secret Invasion led by the alien shape-shifters 


called the Skrulls. During the devastating war, all Stark technology is 


* Iron Man dons a new liquid metal Iron Man suit with the help of rendered inert by the aliens, including Tony's Extremis technology, 


Askew Labs, 
Former Green Goblin, Norman Osborn, kills the Skrulls’ queen, 


causing an upswing In public opinion for the one-time villain. He soon 
replaces Stark at the head of the reformed SHIELD organization (now 
called HAMMER) and frames Tony for war crimes. Osborn even 
* Iron Man decides to go public with his dual identity to save the life , Steals an old Iron Man suit of Stark's and claims it for himself, leading 
of a dog about to be hit by a car, ~ as p ne Z anew group of Dark Avengers as the Iron Patriot. 


© Tony reclaims his fortune and, with Rumiko's help, reclaims his 
otiginal company as well. He also adopts a new sult of armor. 


* A fugitive from the law, Tony closes the doors to the financially 
Crippled Stark industries and erases all the files of the Superhuman 
Registration Act, even from his own mind, causing him to slowly lose 
his intelligence and subsequently downgrade his armor, 


* Tony dons magic Thor-Buster armor for the first time during a 
conflict with the thunder god on foreign soil, 


* When he discovers that several of his designs are being employed 
by the US government without his permission, Tony decides to 


regulate their use by becoming the US Secretary of Defense. Pepper Potts adopts the identity of Rescue and her own set of 


defensive armor powered by the repulsor technology Tony used to 
* After a scandal caused by the machinations of his fellow Avenger, save her life after her injury at the hands of Zeke Stane. 
the mentally imbalanced Scarlet Witch, Tony resigns from his 


government position in disgrace. * After a fierce battle with the Iron Patriot, Tony is placed in a coma, 


Virtually brain dead. Meanwhile, his old allies rally around a mysterious 


* Rumiko Fujikawa 's killed by Tony's former business rival Clarence disc that could possibly be the key to his recovery, 
Ward, who is wearing a stolen suit of Iron Man armor at the time of 


the assassination. 


The decade that saw Iron Man’s creation also 
ushered in his most loyal friends and many of 
his most fearsome adversaries. 


7960. 


Iron Man was just trying to find his place in the world. 
The result of the marriage of two popular comic book 
mediums, science fiction and Super Heroes, Iron 

Man debuted in the pages of Marvel Comics’ Tales of 
Suspense #39 in March 1963. From the start, Tony Stark 
was thrown into the never-ending battle for popularity 
and page count. First sharing his title with other short 
science-fiction stories, and later with Captain America, 
Iron Man finally proved popular enough to be granted a 
solo title after Tales ended with issue #99. 

Before making the leap to his own comic, Iron Man co- 
starred in a stand-alone special issue entitled /ron Man 
& the Sub-Mariner #1 in April 1968. Featuring a story 
continued from Tales of Suspense #99 and continuing in 
Iron Man #1 the following month, this special served as 
a way to launch the individual series of both characters, 
while perhaps combining the characters’ respective 
fans, No matter the method, five years after his debut in 
Tales of Suspense #39, lron Man was finally standing on 
solid ground in the pages of his own comic. 

And it was a good thing, too, because Iron Man’s ever- 
growing supporting cast needed all the room they could 
muster. Not only had Tales introduced Tony’s lifelong 
friends Happy Hogan and Pepper Potts, but Iron Man 
had also battled classic rogues like the Mandarin, the 
Crimson Dynamo, and Whiplash. Iron Man's early years 
also saw the debut of future fan-favorite heroes, Black 
Widow and Hawkeye. 


OVERLEAF Thies of Suspense 
#50; Not only were the Mandarin's 
alien rings quite deadly, he had 
forged his body into a weapon as 
well, as demonstrated in his very 
first appearance. 


AND SO, IRON MAN, PREPARE \ 
BN) TO MEET YOUR FINISH AT THE } 
SAA HANOS OF THE GREATEST ji 
& : KARATE MASTER ~ 
THE WORLD 

HAS EVER 


HE'S SPLINTERED } 
THAT IRON BAR 
LIKE A TOOTHPICK = 
WITH A SINGLE 
KARATE BLOW! 


HEY ISSUE 
TALES OF #40 
wae SUSPENSE 


Featuring: 


serene Le IRON MAN! 


“And now, though Mr. Doll won the first 
round in his battle with the old Iron Man... 
he’s liable to find the new Iron Man a far 


more difficult foe to beat! sia 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man; Mr. Doll 

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Pepper Potts; Happy 
Hogan; Charleton Carter; a Stark Industries security 
guard; New York City police officers 

LOCATIONS: Stark Industries, Long Island, 

New York; Charleton Carter’s mansion 


PUBLICATION DATE 


December 1963 BACKG RouUN D 


As Iron Man’s popularity grew, so did the length of his 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Stan Lee stories. By the end of his debut year, Iron Man’s comics 
had grown from 13 pages to 18-paged “feature length” 
COVER ARTIST tales. A few guest artists helped with the increased 
Jack Kirby and Sol Brodsky workload, including Steve Ditko, who stopped by for 
1 three-issue visit. Ditko was famous for co-creating 
WRITER nd drawing Peter Parker, the amazing Spider-Man 
Stan Lee so it made sense that, just a year after the debut 
of Mr, Parker's impressive duds, he was asked to 
PENCILER pencil the first Iron Man issue featuring Tony 
Steve Ditko Stark’s new look 
This wasn’t Iron Man’s first costume 
INKER change. As early as his second appearance, 
Dick Ayers in Tales of Suspense #40, tron Man had 
realized that his armor needed to appear less 
Letterer threatening to the public. He coated his suit in 
Sam Rosen gold paint, turning himself into a modern-day 


knight in shining armor. Later, the red and 

gold look that Steve Ditko ushered in with 
Tales #48 slimmed down the previously bulky suit, 

creating perhaps the most iconic version of the [ron 


Man armor to date 


The Story... 


When his first clash with the villainous Mr. Doll leaves him at death's door, Iron Man 
his mysterious new enemy. 


Mr, Doll's first strike hit Tony Stark right where it counted; his wallet. When 
wealthy steel man Charleton Carter backed out of a mutually lucrative busine: 
deal at the last moment, Stark decided to drop by Carter's mansion in order 
to talk some sense into his business associate. But as he pulled into the 

old tycoon's lane, Tony noticed an odd figure cloaked in what seemed like a 
masquerade costume (1) approaching Carter's home, Changing Into his 
golden Iron Man armor to investigate (2), Tony observed the costumed 

man blackmailing Carter out of his fortune by manipulating a small clay 

doll. It seemed the uniquely garbed individual was calling himself Mr. Doll, 
and his oddly shaped toy was a modern day voodoo doll, able to force the 
helpless Charleton Carter into obeying his every command. 

Iron Man had seen enough, even if he didn't quite understand what was 
going on, He charged in through Carter's window, and lifted Mr, Doll into 
the air (3), unfortunately giving the villain time to alter his doll’s likeness to 
that of Iron Man himself. By squeezing the clay figure in his hand (4), Mr. 

Doll made Iron Man feel as if his very bones were being crushed inside his 
armor. And if that wasn't bad enough, the power in Iron Man's suit was 
nearly depleted. If he didn't recharge h st plate soon, he would suffer 
a fatal heart attack. Tony had no choice. He had to escape. 

Reeling in pain, Tony sped back to his Long Island factory and stumbled 
into his private laboratory. There he managed to plug his chest plate into a 
special outlet even as he collapsed onto the floor, unconscious. Waking later 
thanks only to the miraculous device, Tony realized that it was his heavy, 
cumbersome armor that was slowing him down. If he was going to defeat Mr. 
Doll, he'd need a complete overhaul, He'd have to redesign Iron Man. 

Hours passed as Tony toiled alone in his private workshop (8). Meanwhile, 
across town, Mr, Carter was signing away his entire fortune, Mr. Doll's plan 
had succeeded, and It was time for the villain to pick a new target. He slowly 
reshaped his voodoo doll, Holding the totem to the light, Doll smiled as he 
looked down at a familiar face, The face of Tony Stark 

Back in his lab, Tony was finally completing work on his new armor (6, 7, 8). 
Not only was his new Iron Man suit sleeker and more powerful than his last 
model, but it was slimmer and more compact as well, In fact, the arms and 
legs of the suit conveniently retracted into the glove and boot housings when 
not in use, making for much easier storage. 

While the police grew wise to Mr, Dolls plans and set up a guard at Tony's 
office, Iron Man slipped out a secret passageway in order to surprise Mr. Doll 
when the villain finally reared his head at Stark Industries. After briefly being 
controlled again by Doll's clay figurine, Iron Man escaped to a nearby chamber. 
Locked safely away from his adversary, the hero then recharged his armor 
and began to construc own little surprise for his unwanted trespasser 
Attacking Mr. Doll once more (9), Iron Man aimed his newly created pocket 
sized device (10) at the clay voodoo doll before Mr, Doll could take hold 


jadget hi 
of his faculties. And slowly, the clay figure began to shift its shape until it poten eathe A 


began to resemble Mr. Doll himself, In a moment of pure surprise, Mr 
Doll dropped his prized totem, and as the doll hit the ground, the villain 
had no choice but to follow suit, collapsing to the floor, unconscious and 
thoroughly deteated (11) 


change all your 
evil plans. 


GAPTAIN 


He’s a living symbol of freedom, 
and America’s sentinel of 
Liberty. Captain America is 

a man Tony Stark has always 
wanted as a friend, but all too 
often faced as an enemy. 


While searching for Namor 
the Sub Mariner, the Avengers 
stumbled upon the thawing 

| body of Captain America, 


MEETING THE 
AVENGERS 


The phra u Mf 


Anticipating Tony's attack on the Vault prison, 
Steve tried to talk some sense into Stark. 


(ally. 


\ ~ @ 
aime. 
ina 


ARMOR WARS 


Everyone Captain America ever 


buried in th 


the Avengers 
friends, Both sharing 
values, Cap and Iron Man instantly 
hit it off, but their friendship would 
be called into question time and 
time again, One of the most testing 
times in their relationship « 


during Jron Ma 
Wars.” Tony bre 
other heroes attempting to destroy 
all of his technology that had 

fallen into other people's hands 
Captain America took issue with 


is friend was 


the extreme methods 
employing. After trying 
Sark to 


felt he had no choice but to stop 


to persuade 


¢ up his crusad 


his old friend when Iron Man broke 


into a government installation 


Tony's firepower. 


A LOYAL FRIEND 


VT 


visit 


in hi lid surroundi 


1 
but Sark ref 
after Be 


from a burning building 


Iron Man never had the 
chance or the courage to 
tell Captain America why he 
had chosen to take a stand 
in favor of the Superhuman 
Registration Act. 


DEATH OF A HERO 


The Civil War was over and Iron 


Man‘s forces had been victorious. 
Left with no acceptable alternative, 
Captain America surrendered himself 
to the government, While walking up 
the steps of the courthouse to face 
his arraignment, Cap was shot—an 
assassination planned by his longtime 
enemy, the Red Skull. Captain America was dead, and Tony Stark 


never got the chance to say goodbye to his former friend and ally 


ENTER THE AVENGERS 
All the Hulk wanted was to be alone. 
Instead he unwittingly helped found the 
mightiest Super Hero team ot all time. 
Tricked by the Norse god of mischief, 
Loki, into battling Iron Man, Ant-Man, the 
Wasp, and Thor, the Hulk later joined with 
the heroes, who called themselves the 
Avengers. However, the Hulk quit the team 
during their next adventure, realizing that 
the other Avengers didn't fully trust him, 


GAMMA ARMOR 

If there's one quality that Tony 
Stark is famous for, it's his 
determination to go above and 
beyond the call of duty, So when 
the US government asked him 
to.create a radiation-proof suit 
Tony devised a new Iron Man 
design that not only withstood 
the fallout from a normal nuclear 
device, but could withstand the 
radiation created by a gamma 
bomb, such as the one that 
birthed the incredible Hulk, 
Teaming with Bruce Banner, Stark 
then developed a new gamma: 
resistant sult that withstood 
gamma particles in the air and 
eventually eradicated them. 


La 
ae 


x 
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The sheer power of the 
Titanium Man armor turned Boris 
Bullski into one of Iron Man's 
most formidable opponents. 


nygu Forget... beFore | became 
the Titanium Man, | was known 
as Boris the Merciless!” 


Titanium Man 


the ravages of time, 


DRAGYN SEED 


During a battle in an ancient valley in 
China, the Mandarin unwittingly helped 


unleash an army of dragons upon the 


world. By combining their powers, Iron 
Man and the Mandarin were able to 
defeat the alien creatures, but at the cost 


of the Mandarin’s hands, 


is 


ing strong 
mt é 


is] 
sh. 


EVOLUTIONARY PURGE 


Freed from his cell and with his ancient rings returned to him, 
the Mandarin once again returned to his quest'for power 
After he arranged to have his rings surgically implanted into 
his spine, the now white-haired warlord created a new identity 


for himself as Tem Borjigin, CEO of Prometheus Gentech, In 


In this new position of power 


brilliant scientist Maya Hanse 


the Mandarin manipulated the 
Tony Stark’, 
virus. The 


an old frien 


into creating an airborne n of the Ext 


Mandarin planned to unleash th to force 
millions of people up the evolutionary ladder, regardless of 
the cost of billions of innocent lives. When Maya unwittingly 


informed the government of the Mandarin’: plans, Iron Man 


learned of his archenemy’s scheme, and rushed to Borjigin’s 


Nebraska operation 


Ret 


PUBLICATION DATE 
February 1965 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Stan Lee 


COVER ARTIST 
Jack Kirby and Vince Colletta 


“Yes, | walked proud! For | was the Mandarin! 
The blood of the Khans flowed in my veins! 


The world would one day be mine!” 
THE MANDARIN 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man (Tony Stark); Mandarin 
SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Mandarin’s mother; 
father; aunt; and palace servants; Chinese 
government officials; villagers; military officers; 
Axxon-Karr; US military pilots 


4 LOCATIONS: Mandarin’s castle; Mandarin’s family 


7 PAS ho f) palace; an unnamed village; the Valley of Spirits; an 


ITA unnamed military base (all in China) 


BACKGROUND 


Tony Stark was in dar 


er of losing the spotlight. When 
Tales of Suspense once again shifted formats with issue 
59, the feature-length stories Iron Man was enjoying 


once 


1in shrank to mere 13-page tales. It seemed that 
Captain America, the recently restored icon from the 
days of World War II, was starting to step on the Golden 
Avenger’s toes by sharing his hard-earned title with him 
But what fan could argue with two top-tier characters 
for the price of one? 


And it was those self-same fans who would be 


instrumental in bringing about the landmark 62nd issue 
of Tales. With few villains maki 
in Iron Man’ early comics, there was little doubt that 


repeat appearances 


the mysterious Mandarin had claimed the role of 
Iron Man’s arch enemy. As a result, fans were growing 
curious as to the origin of this exotic, enigmatic 

foe, and wrote in requesting information about the 
villain’s origin. After a reported 500 fans demanded 
the character's back-story, Stan Lee and company 
finally gave in and the rest was history. For the 
Mandarin, at least. 


The Story... 


When captured by the Mandarin, Iron Man is told the tale of his arch foe's origin 
before escaping his bonds and preventing the start of what just might have been 
World War Ill, 


Everyone thought Tony Stark was dead. And it was a fair assumption, 
considering that a powerful ray of unknown origin had struck his bedroom, 
reducing it to little more than rubble. The firefighters on the scene were 
convinced, If Stark was in his room at the time of the blast, he was gone, plain 
and simple, No human being could walk away from an attack like that 

But then again, most human beings don't have an Iron Man sult.. 

While Tony's friends mourned and the media obsessed, Iron Man flew to 
China. He recognized the handiwork of the Mandarin and knew exactly where 
to find his old foe, After all, the location of the villain’s castle was common 
knowledge and it was accessible to anyone foolish enough to step through its 
ancient doors. Foolish, because those unlucky individuals would have to deal 
with a variety of advanced weapon systems, including Koto, Mandarin's giant 
security robot. 

Caught unaware by the mammoth automaton, iron Man was 
knocked unconscious and dragged before the Mandarin, When he 
awoke, he found himself bound with titanium cords to a large wheel 
(1). The Mandarin planned to spin the metal saucer at such high 
speeds that Iron Man would lose consciousness and die, despite the 
protection that his suit of armor gave him. However, the Mandarin 
couldn't help himself. He had his greatest enemy at his mercy, and he 
wanted the moment to last, So he decided to tell a story: the tale of 
his own mysterious past. 

The Mandarin was born into a wealthy family that traced its lineage 
back to Genghis Khan himself. Orphaned at an early age, the 
Mandarin was raised by his aunt, who taught him the sciences, warfare, and the 
ways of royally. Years passed, and as the Mandarin grew into a man, his family's 
wealth was depleted. Thrown out of his home by his country's government (2), 
the Mandarin embarked on a focused quest to find his destiny, hardly even 
noticing the death of his only aunt. Soon the Mandarin's journey led him to a 
secret cave in the foreboding Valley of Spirits. There he not only discovered 
the remains of what appeared to be a dragon, but also an enormous alien 
spacecraft (3). It seemed that the dragon was a survivor of interstellar travel, 
who had crash-landed on Earth only to be feared and hunted by its denizens. 
The alien had powered its awe-inspiring ship with ten ring-like devices (4) of 
almost unimaginable power. Mastering these ingenious rings, the Mandarin easily 
reclaimed his long-lost family fortune and stature 

With his story told and his boasting at a close, the Mandarin left Iron Man to 
his fate, starting the large wheel in its spin before his departure (8). The villain 
had other business after all. He'd arranged for the Chinese government to fire 
a missile that would unwittingly strike Formosa, and trigger a chain of events 
that would result in a third world war. The missile was to be fired soon, and the 
Mandarin had to be on site to make sure everything went according to plan 

But there was one thing he hadn't accounted for, The Mandarin’s story had 
given Iron Man enough time to charge his suit and break free of his bonds (6). 
And just as the Chinese officials fired their rocket, Iron Man arrived at the scene, 
clamping himself onto the speeding projectile (7) and reversing its course back in 
the direction of the launch site. 

Catching up to the fleeing Mandarin, Iron Man attacked his enemy, and the two 
engaged in a fierce battle (8). Finally, the Mandarin cast a beam of pure darkness 
with one of his rings, blinding Iron Man momentarily, Using the time to his 
advantage, the Mandarin fled to the safety of his castle walls, forcing Iron Man to 
return to America, once again empty-handed (9). 


the wheel... will 
never stop until Iron 
Man breathes no more.” 


Her family's legacy of crime 
cost Whitney Frost her 
beauty and her sanity. But 


it was Tony Stark who stole 
away her heart. 


into r 
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When Vane chose to abandon Whitney, she reluctantly 
decided to follow in her father's footsteps. 


Whitney plunged into a life of 
crime as gang boss Big mM, to 
d please her father, 

——— Count nefaria. 


Whitney Frost could never 
outrun the social stigma of 
her parentage. 
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A risk-taker all his life, 
Tony Stark has 


always been attracted 
to troubled women like 
Madame Masque. 


UMMM OE CLL 


iney became lovers, 
ars, Tony even 


% 
revealed his secret lite to her. 


IRON MAN & 


S.H.1.E.L.D 


As one of its founders, Iron Man has a vested interest in the affairs of the 
Strategic Hazard Intervention Espionage Logistics Directorate. 


The mammoth SHIELD helicarrier has a 
commanding presence, even to Iron Man, one 
of the vehicle's original designers. 


EARLY YEARS 


Although unwanted at first, 
Sitwell s rth 
in the fr 


OVERBOARD Luckily, Tony was 


to change in midair and —— 
fly safely hack to the 


achieved for his 


ARMOR WARS 


Although they’ve 
been at odds 


over the years, 
Nick Fury and 
Iron Man have 
= ry } nothing but the 
The last Mandroid Ya / . utmost respect 


ejected before Iron 


Man could attack A > for one another. 


It was an era that established Iron Man as an 
icon, and invested the character of Tony Stark Fs 
with a depth rarely seen in comic books. 


970. 


The decade began with Iron Man giving up his super 
heroic identity, and ended with him nearly giving up 

on life itself. With the relative security of a successful 
monthly title, the Marvel staff, namely writer Archie 
Goodwin and artist George Tuska, decided to throw their 
audience a curveball and have Iron Man retire from his 
life of fighting crime. Worried about his health, Tony 
passed on his mantle to boxer Eddie March. However, 
Eddie would carry on Tony’s legacy for only a few issues 
before his own medical complications brought the 
rightful Iron Man back to his super heroic life. 

And for Earth’s sake it was probably just as well that 
Tony had returned. Because the Avengers were soon 
entangled in the alien conflict that famously became 
known as the Kree/Skrull War. In a story of epic 
proportions that paved the way for the giant crossover 
events of years to come, Iron Man defended the planet 
with the help of the Avengers and the imagination of 
their teenage sidekick, Rick Jones. 

While the 1970s saw Iron Man’s title hit its landmark 
100th issue, and the debut of Tony’s close friend and 
pilot Jim Rhodes some 18 issues later, perhaps the most 
historic contribution to the Iron Man story came from 
writer David Michelinie and artist Bob Layton in 1979. 
A partnership that ushered in what is still regarded by 
many fans as Iron Man’s heyday, Michelinie and Layton 
introduced Tony to the most deadly foe to ever plague 
his existence: alcohol. In one fell swoop, Iron Man went 
from being a cookie-cutter playboy hero, to a tortured 
man with flaws and personal demons. 


OVERLEAF invincible ron Man 
#33: The first appearance of a 
string of vilains to call themselves 
Spymaster, this issue saw the 
vilain unleash a scheme to kidnap 
Tony Stark. 


I'M TARY 
PULLING YOUR 


CHESTNUTS OUT F 


OF THE FIRE, 


IF I CAN‘T STOP 
THESE BOMBS, 
STARK INDUSTRIES 

IS DOOMED/ 


YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED 
TO HELP 

ME --,/ 

SUGNNAS < 


TAIS‘LL BE ALL 
THE HELP YOU'LL 
NEED, STARK/ 


Fall of the Hammer 


Landing in Monaco, Stark and Rb 


The stress of the boardroom and 
the battlefield were mounting, 
but Tony Stark’s real troubles 
were only just beginning. 


_/ \ sland headquarters, The unscrupulous 
£ i millionaire inc ust hapy 10 
7 r or of Tony 


his cell, Tony changed into a 
lron Man suit and, 
Bethany and Rhode 


Hammer's island for good. 


\ “Can't you see? You're becoming your own 
\c an fee worst enemy! And you're trying to kill 


4 SE that enemy with a bottle...” 
Bethany Cabe 


‘even on vacation, 
ark inter "al 
ains with a little 
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PUBLICATION DATE 
November 1979 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
Jim Shooter 


COVER ARTIST 
Bob Layton 


WRITER/PLOTTER 
David Michelinie 


PENCILER 
John Romita Jr. 


FINISHED ART/PLOTTER 
Bob Layton 


COLORIST 
Bob Sharen 


LETTERER 
John Costanza 


# leg 


“I feel like I’ve just taken life’s best shot, 
and I’m still standing. And somehow, my other 


problems don’t seem so tough anymore.” 
TONY STARK 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man (Tony Stark); 
Bethany Cabe; Edwin Jarvis 

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Alexander Van 
Tilberg; Mrs. Whiggins; Mr. Benchley 
LOCATIONS: Stark International; a railroad 
crash site (both Long Island, New York); a social 
gala; Alexander Van Tilberg’s home and office; 
Avengers Mansion; Rockefeller Plaza (all New 


York City) 
BACKGROUND 


David Michelinie and Bob Layton had just put Tony 
Stark through the proverbial wringer, and the fans loved 
them for it. Alongside artist John Romita Jr., the plotting 
team of Michelinie and Layton had introduced a string 
of characters and a creative direction that remains one 


of the high points of Iron Man’ lengthy career. With 


new supporting characters such as pilot Jim Rhodes and 

complex love interest Bethany Cabe helping to flesh 

out Stark’s social circle, and the machinations of crime 
boss Justin Hammer, Iron Man's world had never been 


richer, In a few months, Tony Stark had battled the 


Sub-Mariner, been framed for murder, und 
training by Captain America, and fought a virtual 
who's who of second and third tier rogues 


But Michelinie and Layton were jus' 


getting 


started. Looming behind the scenes was Tony's 


increasing reliance on alcohol. He was reaching 
a crossroads, and his inner turmoil would lead to 


one of the most eye-opening and topical comic 


books of its day 


The Story... 


As Tony Stark's alcoholi to interfere with his duties 
is forced to confront his addiction with the help of his loving girlfriend, Bethany Cabe. 


Tony Stark's life had reached a new low. One of his oldest allies, the government 
agency known as SHIELD, was attempting a hostile takeover of Stark International. 
Only a few measly shares kept Stark's lifework from slipping through his fingers 
and into the hands of the government. To make matters worse, in his other identity 
as ron Man, Tony had been framed for murder, forced to kill an innocent diplomat 
with his own iron hands when remotely controlled by corrupt businessman Justin 
Hammer, With the stress of his troubles building up to new levels, and a man's life 
on his conscience, Tony had begun to rely on alcoho! to help relieve the extreme 
tensions in his life (1). And this new dependency in turn caused the resignation of 
his longtime servant Edwin Jarvis, driving Tony even further into the 
bottle. Tony Stark's life needed a drastic change, but unfortunately for 
him, Tony hadn't realized this yet. 
Blaming all his troubles on his civilian life, the fairly intoxicated Stark 
decided to don his armor and give his iron Man persona a chance to 
shine. But that wouldn't be quite the case. Instead, he quite literally 
flew through his office window (2) before flying a slightly erratic path 
to the tracks of a nearby wreck on the Long Island Railroad 
(3). There, in an attempt to help the rescue workers, Iron 
Man's carelessness accidentally resulted in a gas tanker 
springing a leak (4), forcing a massive evacuation, Even as 
Iron Man, Tony Stark was a failure (6). 
‘Tony returned home to his plush penthouse, and to his 
familiar glass-topped bar. But as he poured himself a drink, 
Tony Stark felt a hand on his arm (6), the hand of Bethany 
Cabe, Tony's new girlfriend. She had seen the signs, 
and knew Tony needed help, even if he didn't realize It 
Bethany had seen it all before: her late husband, Alexander 
Van Tilberg, had let the pressures of his job asa foreign 
ambassador turn him into an addict, He relied on pills to 
keep him awake, put him to sleep, or just help him escape. 
One fateful night, those same pills had seemingly caused him to lose 
control of his car and drive it off a bridge. So Bethany told Tony the 
story of her husband, and Tony Stark finally admitted that he truly 
needed help. 
For the next few days and nights, Bethany stayed by Tony's side. 
Through his emotional outbursts, fits of rage and frustration, Bethany 
stuck with him, until Tony felt he was ready to regain control of his life. 
And his first step toward that goal, was persuading his faithful butler, 
Jarvis, to return to his service. 
After a bit of convincing, Jarvis agreed to stay on at Avengers 
Mansion, but there was one complication. Jarvis had recently 
experienced some financial problems and had sold his two 
shares in Stark International to Mr, Benchley, a loan shark out 
to make a quick buck, Taking action as Iron Man, Tony flew to 
Benchiey's Rockefeller Plaza office (7) and attempted to buy 
back Jarvis's shares, only to discover that SHIELD had beat 
him to the punch, and was now the majority shareholder of 
Tony's company, 
Defeated once more, Tony returned home and once again, 
went straight to his bar (8). But as he was about to pour a glass 
of whiskey, he stopped himself. He realized that his relationship with Bethany 
and a life without alcoho! were what he truly desired, He put the cap back on 
the bottle (9). And set out once again to win his life back (10). 


10 «im going to keep on fighting, 


to get Stark International... 
back in my hands.” 


The Secretive Schemer 


It was just business to Justin Hammer. The owner 
of Hammer Industries, the company behind dozens 
of smaller subsidiaries and front operations 
Hammer was wealthy beyond most people's 
dreams, but he wanted more, Operating from a 
secret floating villa in the Mediterranean, Hammer 
targeted Stark industries. He believed that Stark 
was taking business from his various companies, so 
he hatched an elaborate plan to ensure that Stark 
reputation was ruined. 

nician Phillip Barnett to hack into 
system, Hammer successfully framed 
the hero for the murder of the 
ambassador to the nation of Carnelia 
The police impounded iron Man's 
armor, Tony Stark began to drink 


Breaking the Silence 


Despite Tony's best efforts, Justin 
Hammer did manage to get his hands 
on Stark International, After Tony's 
company had fallen under the control 

of Obadiah Stane and Tony had moved 
‘on to form a new company, Stane 

killed himself during a battle with Iron 
Man. Instead of reacquiring Stane 
International, Tony had distanced himself 
from his former corporation, giving 
Hammer the opportunity to swoop. 
Hammer then used Stane's holdings 

to frame Tony for industrial negligence, 
tricking the armored avengers known as 
the Masters of Silence into attempting 

to assassinate Stark, Turning the tables 


After Justin Hammer 


heavily, and Hammer hijacked Stark's tideapped Tony, he prepared on his old enemy, Stark convinced 
pending deal with the Carnelian living quarters fer him. With the Masters of Silence looming the Masters of Silence that Hammer 
government. When Tony began But what lommer heda’t ‘over him, Hammer agreed to sell = Was Quilty and, leading his new allies 
to Investigate Hammer's holdings, aniticipated was that his ‘Stane International back to Stark into battle in his War Machine armor, 
Ranier bnan-etelanthareeaisalinble the corrupt businessman had him prisoner had boon treleed for the sum of one dollar, stormed his adversary's stronghold. 
plane to Tony Stark. He wes more interested in %NaPPed and brought to his mobile in unarmed combat by 
the mysterious contents of Stark’s briefcase. tsland stronghold, Captain America. 


Tony Stark had { y 
never heard of / Bad Blood 


the business FS Justin Hammer was dying, and he 
Pi planned to take Tony Stark with him. 
mogul, but Justin 4 Utilizing the weightless environment 
Hammer would be Av of his space satellite home to prolong 
c his life, Hammer decided to lash out at 
a name he would Tony from a distance, Hiring the second 
never forget. f . Ss Spymaster to aid him in his scheme, 
Hammer had Stark injected with rogue 
cells that would later alter his personality 
and cause him to experience fits of cruel 
rage. Tony was saved by his old friend 
Jim Rhodes and, as Iron Man, invaded 
Hammer's space station, But Hammer 


lee Hammer took a break from 
was one step ahead of him; he captured fai in taceeee 
Stark with the help of technology he had victory aver Iron Man in order 
cunningly purchased earlier from Tony to blow up the escape craft of 
when his mind had been disturbed his lackey, Phillip Barnett. 


The subsequent explosion, 
combined with Iron Mi 
escape, knocked Hammer and 
his swimming poo! into space, 
seemingly freezing the villain 
for all eternity. 


A scientific genius who uses his incredible 
intelligence for personal gain and conquest, 
Victor von Doom serves as a corrupt version 
of Iron Man, complete with a suit of armor 
that rivals even Tony Stark’s technology. 


During one particular 
battle, Dr. Dom's 
machinations let a 
‘igantic demon loose on 
Earth, forcing Iron Man 
to set aside technology 
‘and resort to magic 
inorder to stop the 
powerful creature, 


Locked in combat with Iron Man, Dr. Doom 
failed to notice his disgruntled underling, 
Hauptmann, manipulating the controls of 

his revolutionary time platform, until the 
machinery was activated and Doom and tron 
Man were sent reeling through history. 


Doomquest 


The face of comics was changing, but Iron 
Man, no stranger to evolution, was one step = 
ahead of the pack. 


i@a0: 


The 1980s began in familiar territory, but they would 
end in uncharted waters. Little by little, comics were 
beginning to grow up. Mature themes were creeping 
into the daily struggles of Super Heroes and their 
respective villains. Conventions such as thought 
balloons and heavily-narrated caption boxes were slowly 
disappearing, and threat levels were being raised. 
However /ron Man, a comic book that had already dealt 
with the issue of alcoholism and the ethics of jpons 
manufacturing, continued to push the boundaries 

by taking an even harder look at subjects it had only 
touched upon earlier. 

Writer Dennis O'Neil threw Tony back into alcohol 
addiction and this time offered him no easy outs. Ina 
radical move for the time, O’Neil actually replaced the 
Golden Avenger on a permanent basis. Jim Rhodes 
became the new Iron Man, while Tony wasted his life 
away at the bottom of a bottle. is were hooked, and 
while they argued on letters pages and at comic book 
conventions about who deserved to wear the mantle 
of Iron Man, other industry professionals took note. In 
the following decade, similar “replacement” storylines 
would be attempted with almost every major comic-book 
character, including Superman, Batman, Spider-Man, 
and Wonder Woman. 

By the end of the 1980s, the birth of the comic book 
store and the limited mini series changed the face of the 
comic industry, allowing for finer print quality and direct 
distribution. Comics were heading towards a burst of 
popularity, and Iron Man was preparing to branch out. 


OVERLEAF ron Man #200: 
Even Iron Man's friends in the 
West Coast Avengers were 
Impressed by his silver centurion 
suit, just one of many different 
armors Tony wore in the 1980s. 


BEG/NNING -- 


Sag 


US HE'LL WEVER WEAR ARMOR AGAIN, HONEY, 
(T LOOKS LIKE HE'S CHANGED HIS M/NID/ SOMETHING 


EY, 


With his best friend Jim Rhodes missing and his company 
losing valuable contracts to Obadiah Stane’s Europea 
outfits, Tony Stark was finding it hard to resist a growing 
desire to turn to drink once again 


Years ago, Tony Stank had fought his way ont 
{hon the bottom of & bottle. Now, thanks fo 
The cluel machinations of Obadiah Stang, he 

found hinself’ night back where he Stapted... 
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LCoHol RELAPS 


a 
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oFF THE WAGoN 


The mighty had fallen yet again, 
Obadiah Stane’s devious chess 
game had taken its toll on Tony's 
state of mind, and he'd ended up 
just where the scheming villain had 
wanted him to be: with a drink 

in his shaking hand. Tony's first 
bender led to a pointless and violent 
conflict with the misunderstood 
hero Machine Man. Tony couldn't 
conquer his demons and instead of 
addressing his company's current 
financial plight, he hid himself away 
in his Manhattan penthouse with a 
few bottles of his favorite poison for 
company. 


F 


Stane didn't just want to defeat his business rival. No, Stane's endgame 
was nothing less than the complete h 


Indries Moomji was the straw that 
broke the camel's back. Secretly 
employed by Stane, Indries won Tony's 
affections, and then broke his heart 
when he was at his lowest point, 


THE DESCENT 


Tony Stark was at the end of his tether, 
but Obadiah Stane wasn't going to Igt 
up now. Brokenhearted and defeated, 
for Tony one night of drinking bled into 
the next, Even the safe return home 

of his friend Jim Rhodes did little to 

lift Tony out of his self-imposed funk, 
Tony's drinking was becoming so severe 
that he began to have trouble piloting 
the Iron Man suit. When circumstances 
forced Rhodey to wear the armor into 
battle on one occasion, Tony barely 
noticed that another man was taking 


A MOMENT oF WEASNESS 


Pushed beyond endurance, Tony traveled to 
Seltzetand in an attempt to organize more 
appaSiION to Stane's financial scheming. 
und himself facing a boardroom 
ashed yes men, and another 
violent attack by Stane’s 
Chessmen. With nowhere 
left to tur, Tony hit the 
bottle once more, 


“Who Dib THIS 
to ME? WHo 
PUT THIS... 
TEMPTATION 


over the role he'd previously 
protected with his life. Tony Stark 

was just a shadow of the man he 

4 to be, and the real problem 
he didn't seem to care, 

‘As Jim Rhodes took over the 
iron Man identity on a more regular 
basis, Tony began to surround 
himself with enablers, other rich 
socialites who saw nothing unusual 
in choosing to escape the perceived 
pressures of their pampered lives 
with drugs or alcohol. But soon 
Tony's drinking became too much 
even by his new peers’ standards 
and the former ido! of millions 
was reduced to little more than 
a drunken beggar wandering the 
streets of Manhattan, Tony Stark 
had truly hit rock bottom, and only 
he could claw himself out of the 


hole he had dug for himself 
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“What am | celebrating? A very, very good 
question. If | had to give an answer, I'd 
say... I'd say I’m celebrating the end. 


The living end. The end of living.” aren 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Tony Stark; Gretl Anders; 
Timothy Anders; Iron Man (Jim Rhodes) 
SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: New York City police; 
Thor; Captain America; Hawkeye; Captain Marvel; 
Morely Erwin 

LOCATIONS: A pawnshop, St. Vincent’s Hospital; a 
graveyard, Central Park; Morely Erwins’ apartment 
(all New York City) 


BACKGROUND 


By the mid-1980s, Dennis O'Neil was a prominent 

figure in the comic writing world, He had helped bring 
DC Comics’ Batman back to his dark roots in the 1970s 
and had achieved great acclaim for his mature storytelling 


ind subject matter in a medium still primarily 


targeted towards youth. 

When O'Neil took over writing Iron Man for 

a lengthy run of nearly 50 issues, it came as no 
surprise to readers that he threw Tony Stark’s 
world on its end. Through the machinations of a 
new villain, Obadiah Stane, O'Neil reduced 
Stark once again to a desperate alcoholic, 
showcasing the gritty reality behind his 
disease. And this time there would be no easy 
out for Tony Stark 

After O'Neil’s groundbreaking story, 
which culminated in issue #182, Stark 
would find it impossible to shelve his 
lingering addiction, and would live out his 
life haunted by his past weaknesses 

and failures. 


The Story. 


Reduced to little more than a homeless derelict, Tony Stark trudges through the 
streets of New York City in a snowstorm, forced to either succumb to his inner 
demons or rise above them. 


It was one of the worst blizzards New York City had ever seen, and Tony 
Stark was caught right in the middie of it. With only a thin coat and a swig 
of alcohol in his belly to keep him warm, Tony's life had been reduced to 


a pathetic mantra: find Gretl. She was his drinking partner and his only 
friend since he had begun to live on the streets. Plus she was nine months 
pregnant and probably caught in the same storm he was. He had to find 
her. But as he drained the last drop from his bottle (1), Tony realized that he 
also had to find another drink. 

Wandering into a rather unwelcoming pawnshop, Tony traded his 
coat for a mere ten dollars (2). He went back out into the snow, 
walking past a cheap hotel in favor of ducking into the nearest liquor 
store (3), There he spent his last few dollars and headed out into the 
cold, content to lean up against a nearby building and die. And that's 
when Gret! found him, And she was ready to have her baby. 

Tony's first thought was to get his friend to a hospital, But it 
was too far away, and the storm was too fierce. Instead the two 
ducked into a nearby doorway, and huddled together for warmth 
(4). As Tony continued to drink, Gret! began to go into fabor, finally 
giving birth to a baby boy (5). But the pain and the cold proved 
too much for the frail woman. As Tony warmed her child inside his 
suit jacket, Gret! died in his arms. 

Tony probably would have died too if the police hadn't wandered by 
the next morning, finding him still huddled in the doorway, holding the 
still-breathing child (6). Both Tony and the infant were taken to nearby St 
Vincent's hospital, Gret! was buried, just another forgotten casualty of the 
New York City streets 

A few hours later in Central Park, a strange structure seemingly appeared 
out of nowhere. Suddenly, from inside it, a parade of costumed heroe 
emptied out onto the earth below (7), happy to be touching familiar soil 
once more. From Captain America to Hawkeye to Iron Man himself, 
the heroes departed the strange vessel and went their separate ways 
their adventure on the planet known as Battleworld finally at a clo: 
ron Man, in the person of Jim Rhodes, was still fairly new to the Super 
Hero game, he had brought back a souvenir: a newly augmented sult 
of advanced armor. Testing his new suit’s firepower on a 
nearby hill (8), Rhodey realized that the armor was much too 
powerful, and decided to pay a visit to his technical advisor, 

Morley Erwin 

After learning from Erwin that Tony Stark was hospitalized 
earlier that day, Rhodey flew to St. Vincent's to pay his old 
friend a visit. As the new Iron Man loomed over the injured 
body of his predecessor (9), Tony awoke, telling Rhodey that 
he had come to an epiphany, and he was finally ready to 
straighten out his situation. Seeing firsthand how precious life 
truly was, Tony was determined to end his nightmare. He was ready to 
start his life over, even if he wasn't quite prepared to don the Iron Man 
armor again. 

A day passed, and then a week, Tony Stark was released from the 
hospital. He walked down the city streets with a new outlook on life, at a 
crossroads that could take him virtually anywhere he wished to go (10). 


'd say I'm 
celebrating the end. 
The living end. The end 
of living.” 


Tony Stark needed help. 
And Jim Rhodes always 
came through in a crisis, 
no matter what. Even if it 
meant becoming the next 
Iron Man... 


PASSING THE TORCH 


on. After 
pulated assault 
ad reduced his 

10 an incoherent drunk. 

Tor rs Worse, a minor-league 
vilain named Magma hatched a revenge 
plot against Iron Man by attacking Stark 
Industries, Atter learning that his longtime 
friend and employer led a double life 

as Iron Man, James Rhodes looked on 

as Tony began drinking heavily instead 

of combating the intruding villain, With 
innocent lives in danger and Stark 

4 unconscious, Rhodey had 
no choice but to strip Tony of his iron Man 
suit, and don the armor himself, 


intoxic 


With the help of Stark 
International scientist 
Morley Erwin, Rhodey 
figured out how to pilot 
the Iron Mas 


JIROIN [MIAN U0 Cinones J 


sah 


“HE WANTS TO BE IRON MAN AGAIN. 
1 WILL NOT LET HIM!” 


James Rhodes 


RHODEY’S HEADACHES 


Although Jim Rhodes had grown to enjoy being Iron 
Man, he didn't realize that the armor didn't feel the 
same way about him. Tuned to Tony Stark's specific 
brainwaves, the Iron Man helmet started to give 
Rhodey headaches. Soon, Rhodey began to 
experience sudden mood swings and fits of rage. 
When Tony, along with Morley Erwin and his 

sister Clytemnestra, moved to California to start 

up a new electronics company called Circuits 
Maximus, Rhodey 
accompanied them, 
nursing both a sore 

d and a chip 

on his shoulder. - 
That chip would 

grow bigger 

when Rhodey 
discovered that 

Tony was working 

on a brand new set 

of Iron Man armor. 


Drawn across the universe 
to a barren planet, Iron 

Man found himself locked in 
gladiatorial-like combat with 
a gallery of deadly foes. 


Whil 
that 


Ww 


Original Team 


The first roster of the West Coast 
Avengers included the ionic 
Wonder Man, former SHIELD 
agent Mockingbird, her husband 
the archer Hawkeye, the feline 
Tigra, and Iron Man Jim Rhodes 
(the team initially thought that 
Rhodey was Tony Stark, his 
predecessor as Iron Man) 


Rhodey originally joined the West Coast 
Avengers when Tony Stark moved 

to California in order to set up a new 
electronics company, Circuits Maximus, 
After Jim stepped down as Iron Man, Tony 
eagerly reclaimed his place alongside his 
‘Old friends in his new silver centurion armor. 


The Avengers were Earth’s 
mightiest heroes, but 
even they couldn’t be 
everywhere at once. Ina 
world where threats could 
strike from any direction, 
the West Coast Avengers 
assembled to guard 
America’s other coast. 


West Coast 
Worrie: 


When Hawkeye wa 


yer 
4 to California 


bird and set 
up shop in an impres 
compound, equi 
every luxury an Av 
desir®. Recruiting W 
and Iron Mani, H am Began 
training, learning to ‘ 
oiled machine. 
Alfiost imme 
fothe test, The old Avenge 
feturned to Earth from bis\pr 
his only th@lught. With’a little h 
secretive ena known. as th 
afid.big Hew teammateaiinfiltra avito 
base and, thanks to strategy and cunning 
the powerful villain. do 
However, Villains weren't the only concertor 
Jim Rhodes’ mind: He-was more werried about 
how his new teammates would react\When 
they discovered that he wasn't Tony Stark, the 
original pilot of the Iron. Man armor,Musteririg 
his courage, Rhodey finally revealed his 
identity to his t Having already pro 
his mettle on thelr previous missions. and 
during Iron Man's time in the Secret Wars 
Rhodey was soon accepted by the I 
y the habitually skeptical Hawkeye. 


Iron Man's Return 


During the so-called "Armor Wars" (see 
pp. 110-1) when Tony Stark waged 

war on anyone who had gained access 
to his stolen tron Man technology, the 
Avengers were forced to dismiss Tony 
from their ranks due to his illegal actions 
But after faking Iron Man's death, and 
informing the public that he'd hired a 
new Iron Man, Tony returned to the team 
in new armor, hoping for acceptance. 
With a different roster in place, including 
the Wasp, Hank Pym, USAgent, the 
Vision, and the Scarlet Witch, the team 
doubted Iron Man's motives and asked 
him to reveal his identity. Stark refused, 
preferring to earn the team’s respect on 
the battlefield instead. 


Future Foes 


Although their line-up changed 
many times, the West Coast 
Avengers remained dedicated 

to their mission. Fighting the 
likes of the mutant Magneto, the 
time:defying Immortus and the 
mad scientist Dr, Demonicus 
the Avengers soldiered on, even 
after Tony Stark quit their ranks 
But they wouldn't be without an 
armored Avenger for long, Jim 
Rhodes rejoined the team he 
helped found. Only now, Rhodey 
is own man, out of Stark's 
shadow and clad In new armor 
as War Machine. 


“We know you used to be TONY STARK, 
Iron Man. And we know Stark isn’t dead. 
So tell us now... ARE YOU STARK?” 


Hank Pym 


Armed with @ detection scanner that 

: tracked the unique electronic pulses given 

important off by his stolon technology, as well as 
Srchaneedur newly developed negator packs which 

f sted arrnor of would turn the villains’ armor into useless, 
I the pain and dest scrap metal, Tony set out with his pilot, Jim 

Rhodes, to right the Injustice done to him. 


Steeling for Battle 


JAN AMMO] Re 


It was Justin Hammer’s 
most ingenious 
scheme. His employee 
Spymaster had 
planted a hug in Stark 
International years 
ago, stealing Tony's 
secrets and selling 
them to improve 
Hammer's army of 
criminals, But now Iron 
Man had had enough. 


Be rsied 


tacked the Mauler 


Swatting the Beetle 
Vith the help of F f 
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Versus Firepower 
1 al Murder of the Titani 
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“How long have | been hunting it? 

All night? Forever? Doesn’t matter. Nothing 
matters. I’ve got to keep on. Do whatever | 
have to. Got to find it. So I can kill it...” 


IRON MAN 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man (Tony Stark); Iron Man 
(Jim Rhodes) 

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Various corpses 
LOCATIONS: A dream world inside Tony Stark’s mind; 
Tony Stark’s coastal mansion, California 


BACKGROUND 


Barry Windsor-Smith was about to make history 


Already well known for his groundbreaking artwork and 


storytelling skills on Marvel's Conan the Barbarian series 
in the 1970s, he had returned to Marvel in the 1980s, 


ready to breathe new life into a few of their Super Hero 


properties, He would soon reach comics superstardom 

by writing and drawing the landmark origin story of the 
X-Mer 
But before Windsor-Smith turned the life of 


's Wolverine in a series entitled Weapon X 


Wolverine upside down, he dabbled in Iron Man's 
world. First coming into contact with the Golden 
Avenger in the second Machine Man limited 
series, he went on to plot, pencil, and color a 
surreal Iron Man adventure with the help of the 
current Iron Man team, writer David Michelinie 
and inker Bob Layton. An epilogue to the 
memorable Armor Wars storyline, readers were 
given a rare glimpse into the nightmares that 
haunt Tony Stark's psyche, while simultaneously 
shown the imagery of a breathtaking artist in 


his prime. 


The Story... 


Trapped in a vicious nightmare, Iron Man must come to terms with his inner demons 
and the many mistakes of his past. 


It was a labyrinth of wires, computer consoles, and shadows. Stalking through 
the mysterious landscape, was Iron Man, clad in his now outdated silver 
centurion armor (1). He didn't know how long he had been on the hunt, he just 
knew that he had to continue. There was something out there in the darkness, 
and Iron Man was going to find it and kill it 

Suddenly an strange hum sounded in the distance, iron Man lashed out 
towards it, firing his repulsors into the blackness (2). But nothing happened, 
and the hum slowly turned into laughter, 

Just then, Iron Man began to realize where he was. He was in his prey's lair 
He felt overcome with fear, but it was too late. The creature was standing right 
in front of him. Iron Man again began to fire his blasters at full power, but the 
creature just absorbed it all, growing stronger and larger. The beast was an 
enigma. It was a gigantic robot husk, an elaborate tapestry of tubes and dials 
(8). But its face, Tony Stark recognized all too easily, Because the creature 
was wearing the faceplate of an Iron Man. 

As their battle raged, Iron Man fiercely attacked the robotic horror with his 
bare hands, managing to tear its head right off its shoulders. And just like that 
it was over. 

Tony could lie down for just a minute and catch his breath. But the ground 
below him had changed. He now found himself lying upon miles and miles of 
rotting corpses (4) 

Through the horrific landscape, a solitary figure trudged. It was Jim Rhodes, 
wearing his old Iron Man armor once more (5). When Tony asked his friend 
where they were, Rhodey simply said that they were in a place Stark himself 
had made. The carnage was all Tony's fault and Rhodey was merely the 
custodian, With that, the landscape began to shift once more. Suddenly, Tony 
was standing in a bar, with Rhodey manning the counter. As Tony reluctantly 
ordered a vodka tonic, resigned to escaping his troubles at Rhodey’s 
suggestion, thick cords began to appear around Tony's body. Restrained and 
helpless, Tony looked up once more at the creature he had been hunting, And 
this time, the horror was wearing his own face (6). 

But Tony wouldn't give up without a fight. Channeling all his energy into one 
burst of his rocket boots, Stark freed himself, falling to the ground below 
him, But the beast was barely phased, and it was coming for him. Tony 
tried to run (7), but the hands of his victims shot up from the metal cords 
below his feet. They grabbed at Tony, impeding his escape. Tony needed 
to think of another way to get free. 

Realizing that his attacks on the creature only made it stronger, Tony set 
his repulsors to absorb energy, rather than release it. And with all the strength 
he could still muster, Tony charged the beast, sucking its raw energy into his 
armor, But Tony couldn't take much more and his frame exploded (8), unable 
to contain all of the beast's powerful essence. And that's when Tony Stark 
woke up (9) 

Tony was safe and secure in his plush coastal mansion. It had all been a vivid “The worst b 
nightmare, a way for his subconscious to tell him what he already knew deep ightmare (sey poe d 
down. Yes, the Armor Wars were over. Tony had succeeded in eliminating Hs tr 

2 Me 4 in my life!” 
all the known cases of stolen and pirated Stark technology. But the guilt still 
remained, and Tony felt haunted by all the innocents killed or injured due to 
his misused innovations (10). He could no longer keep fighting the guilt, or 
denying it,.His mind was telling him to accept it as part of who he was now 
And as Tony Stark looked out his bedroom window at the beautiful ocean 
beyond, he knew he would have to do just that. And continue the rest of his 
life as best he could 


OUT OF THE PAST 
The Titanium Man was back, Or was he? 
Alerted by a disturbance at his nuclear 
research facility, Tony wasted no time 
changing into his iron Man armor and heading 
to the scene. As he inspected his plant, Iron 
Man was buried under tons of rubble. He was 
then confronted by an opponent who seemed 
to be the ghost of his old enemy from the 
days of the Cold War—the Titanium Man. Iron 
Man was forced to flee, but still managed to 
avert a nuclear meltdown at his factory, 


maAnNDARIN 
While Ton) 
9 to home, the Mande 
his own agenda: to 


REMOTE-CONTROL SAVIOR 
Francisco, Which 
eing homes in 
roughly confused Iron Man wa: 
st Titanium Mag 
revealed his true identity 


Tony Stark was about to become a living puppet, 
with a criminalmastermind pulling the strings 
and controlling his.every move. 


Tony was able to pilot 
‘on Man suit into battle 


ndle the flame” of old, pre: ing L 


Communist China, with himself b eople shut 


as supreme ruler, Discovering ng the 
one af his rings of power had been 
replaced by a forgery, the Mandarir 

jught out the thief Chen Hsu, a 

ful old wizard, Regaining 

rir ith it memories 

>ught lost, the Mandarin 

5 true mission. With Chen 
in tow, the warlord 


flesh? You have waked 
me from my dreamless sleep. 


Fin Fang Foom 


Shinese location of the Valley 
leaping Dragon. Daring to 
viure alone into a dark cavern, 


what he had been se 
front of him lay a slumbering dragon 
of legend named Fin Fang Foom. 
With the help of an ancient leaf, the 
Jeeping giant, 


on a battalion of se military, 
Then, with the help of Chen Hsu, the 
Mandarin put the dragon back to 


—s 


\ sleep, knowing the powerful creature 
uy is to control. 
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Tracking the microchip in his spine 
DEWITT’S DOWNFALL hack to its creators, Iron Man quickly 
With DeWitt's people attempting to control Tony Stark's every move, he flew to the Marrs Corporation... 


had no choice but to don his encephalo-controlled armor, piloting the suit 
with his mind. Despite the severe damage done to his body by overriding 
its commands and sealing it in the armor, Iron Man still fought a returning 
Living Laser, defeating him with the help of his old friend Wonder Man. 
With one villain down, Tony set his sights on DeWitt, the grand puppet 
master himself. 


«There he encountered DeWitt 
encased in his own suit of armor. 
Fighting the pain of overriding his 
body's remote commands, and with 

a little help from Rhodey, Iron Man 
defeated DeWitt—and discovered that 


't even recognize his enemy. ra 


The decade of foil-embossed covers, large 
event story arcs, and edgy anti-heroes hit Iron 
Man’s world, with mixed results. 


THE 


igen. 


It was a time for blockbusters and chart-toppers. 
Reinventing the wheel seemed to have become the 
standard, even if some wheels were performing just 
fine. The comics specialty market had opened up the 
doors for variant covers, crossovers, and tie-in trading 
cards, the likes of which the industry had never seen. 
The editors of Jron Man not only embraced the changes, 
indulging in the occasional polybag wrapper or gold foil 
title, but they also utilized these trends to help launch a 
companion comic, War Machine. 

With years of grooming as Iron Man's replacement and 
a fan base all his own, Jim Rhodes split off into his own 
title, with an edgier, more violent outlook on life. War 
Machine became the darker counterpart to Iron Man, 
and a reflection of other top-selling anti-hero comics 
such as Punisher, Lobo, and Wolverine. 

As crossover events like the grand scale Infinity 
Gauntlet and the Avenger’s Crossing epic dealt with 
cataclysmic threats, Iron Man was killed and replaced 
by a younger version of himself. But before this new Iron 
Man could even sink in with the readers, the Onslaught 
crossover rocked the Marvel Universe and the fron 
Man title was cancelled. The series was immediately 
restarted, however, featuring yet another new take on 
Iron Man, with a new origin and history. 

It wasn’t until near the end of the decade that 
Iron Man was restored to his former glory in yet 
another Earth-shattering event called Heroes Return. 
With the debut of his third ongoing series, Iron Man 
was returned to his roots, much to the relief of a 
perplexed readership. 


OVERLEAF ron Man #300: 
War Machine led an tron Legion of 
former Iron Men against the alien 
Ultino in the landmark 300th issue 
of iron Man's title 


Tony Stark traveled to China 
in search of a cure for his 
inoperable condition only to be | 
confronted by the Mandarin 
and an army of alien dragons. 


a a | 


The Gathering 

Despate the valiant effort of the if 
veo match for the combined might 
Fang Foom. But just as Tony sce 
was grected by several new gues 


ron Men, they still proved 
of the Mandarin and Fin 
ingly fled, the Mandarin 
ts; Hsu Chen's dragon army 


The Sleeping Dragons 

‘As Chen Hsu gathered rhe fellow members of his 
race from all comers of the globe, Rhodey finally 
Jost his violent battle with Fin Fang Foom, But 

it wasn't long before Tony Stark would join the 
fray, Tony, utilizing the encephalo-link that 
allowed him to pilot an Iron Man suit by remote 
control, summoned a suit from America and used 
it to attack the Mandarin. 


The Deal 


hhange for treatment from Dr 
body's seemingly inoperable 
con, Tony was forced to offer his 


Inexcl Yin 


for his 


conditi 
“bodyguard’s” services to the Chinese J 
government, The Mandarin was I 


emanding the country’s submission, 
and only Iron Man. could stop him. 


Chen Hsu's Secret 

While Jim Rhodes became Iron M 
place of his debilitated boss, the 
Fin Fang Foom, to fight his batt! 
Mandarin's mentor Chen Hsu, w 
plans. C ‘hen had an astonishing secret, Hi 
being at all but actually an alien dragon in di 


¢ again to fight in the 
andarin used his dragon, 

or him. Meanwhile, the 
busy furthering his own 

je wasn’t a human 


Jian one’ 


isguise. 


conflict, 
Avenger 
among the sen to visit the 
Kree, alon, aptain America 
USAgent, Cr 
Black Knight, and 


Jes, the 


It wasn’t the first war the Avengers 


had been caught up in, but it was 
one of the most devastating. 
And a judgement made at the 
war's conclusion would divide 
the team for years to come. 


THE RIPPLES OF WAR 


Beyond the stars, in a far-flung galaxy, there existed 
an empire belonging to an alien race called the Kree. 


The race was ruled by a living computer that was a 
culmination of the minds of the t thinkers in 
Kree history. Named the Suj 


sally developed a 
a lust for power. With the Supreme 
2 in command of their every action, the 

Kree knew few moments of peace, and spent much 
of their time in combat with longtime er 
as the shape-shifting allen race named the Skrulls. 
However, it wouldn't be the Kree that dragge 
gers into Operation: 


mies such 


hi'ar captured 


lly of C 


d to discover the loc 
on earth. Instead, they were ¢ 


natters worse, during 
2 Shi'ar were traveling 
rilously close to Earth. 
the rift in space w ized, the sun w 
ely aff activity didn't s 


CRYSTAL 1RON MAN USAGENT 


HOSTILE NEGOTIATIONS 
Barts ie Mens gem fortil 
and used his to repla 
the trip to th mpi 
af anvoy managed to talk 
hat empire's leader, Iron 
They 
ity guards 


For his trip to the Kree Empire, 
Iron Man piloted the Mark 2 
redesign of his space armor. 


SPLIT DECISION 


The Nega-Bomb decimated the Kree Empire, just as the Supr 
Intelligence had planned from the very beginning, He had mar 
1 people, so that the survi 

a more superior race, Face-to-face with this remorse! 

{ron Man and wanted to destroy the 

intelligence, while Captain America and his side 

maintained they didn't have that right 


events to kill billions of hi 


“The Supreme Intelligence is a machine... a soulless 
piace of hardware... that we will destroy so that 
nothing like this will ever happen again.” Iron Man 


sitioned to 
a plot cooked 


with help from the Skrul 
battled the Skrulls for control of the 
38 but, despite their best efforts 
the bomb was detonated 


TONY STARH IS DEAD! 


When Tony Stark's crazed ex-girlfriend 
Kathy Dare shot him in the chest, she 
unleashed a seemingly endless string of 
medical problems that plagued Tony 

for months, At first crippled by the 
wound, Stark regained mobility in his 
legs when an experimental microchip 
was surgically implanted inside his 

body. However, that technology was 
exploited by his business rival Kearson 
DeWitt, who altered the blochip so that 
he could literally control Tony's every 
movement. Tony fought against DeWitt's 
manipulation, but in doing so, wrecked 
his damaged body even further. Finally, 
owing to Tony's continued use of his 
draining ron Man armor, his body was 
pushed beyond repair, He slipped into 
acoma, and soon the news channels 
announced that Tony Stark was dead. 


On his deathbed, Tony Stark willed 
his company and his‘itentity as Iron 


ThE COMING OF sine 


WAR MACHINE 


While frozen, Tony was 
injected with a virus that 


ff Be 


Once again, Rhodey was getting the hang of being the 
replacement Iron Man, He held his own in battles with 
Firepower, the powerhouse known as Atom Smasher, and even 
the Living Laser. He also won over the staff in his new role as 
Stark Enterprises CEO and began dating Tony's ex-girlfriend 
Rae LaCoste. When Tony awoke from his coma, and 
Rhodey discovered his friend's boldface lie, Jim 

furiously ended his association with both Stark and 

his heroic legacy. Rhodey quit as CEO and as Iron 

Man, but kept his armor, changing his moniker to, 

the more appropriate War Machine, Tony was left 

alone and temporarily paralyzed, so he did what he 

always did, He continued to fight, by developing a new 
telepresence remote-controlied Iron Man armor. 


THE END OF AN ERA Ges 
be 


itark’s new remote-controlied armor 
saboteurs, but the two soon parted 
bold new lite, 
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ca F \ \ a r ss a Seriously wounded during an attack on a military 
He severed his ties with Tony Stark and j + fe S ‘ base in Oubai, Rhadey was rebuilt by Yony Stark 
all the trouble that came with him. After =~ ¢ 5 3 : into a half-human cyborg. Ax an emergency 
. & , ~ ackup, To th x * 
all, War Machine was perfectly capable (2 iN . backup, Tony equipped Rhodey with nan-Starl 


technology and gave him a satellite base. 
of getting into trouble all by himself. hnology and g tellite ba: 
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Rhodey's new armor 
could attract and 
incorporate other 
devices, making War 
Machine truly worthy 


SOLDIEANG ON 


James Rhodes was finally his own man. His 
feud with Tony Stark had sent him out into 

the world alone, whether he was ready for 
{tor not, Luckily, he'd packed for the 
occasion, with his heavily armored 
War Machine technology. Jim 


Rhodes was a soldier at 
heart, and it was time EE 


Pp 
for him to wage — 
his private warr (i ‘ ) 1 ; ig When rescuing his friend Glenda 
With his girlfriend 3 c v + . Pisin yirlfrier in occupied Aqiria, War Machine 
Rae LaCoste at his ‘ 8 j =. a= f 1 FOr was forced to prove his worth to 


side, Rhodes began 
working for the Human 
Rights organization, Worldwatch Incorporated, 
His affiliation with Worldwatch led to adventures 
all over the world, facing a myriad of obstacles 
along the way, As War Machine, Rhodey faced 
the likes of X-Force’s Cable, the cyborg Deathlok, 
the psychotic Deathtoll, and even the Mandarin 
After fighting alongside Iron Man's team Force 
Works, and Iron Man himself, Rhodey was finally 
able to mend his rift with Tony. Nevertheless, 

War Machine decided to continue on his own 
path, one that led to him briefly using an alien 
sult of armor (known as Warwear) and later to his 
employment in the giant Sentinel ONE program. 


Ares, the Greek god of war. 


WEAPON SPEC f 


WAR MACHINE 


128-129 


War Machine now really lives up to his name. 
Always a force to be reckoned with, Jim Rhodes’ 
recent transformation into a half-human cyborg 
has increased his deadly potential in combat 
tenfold. With his body composed primarily of 
machinery, including rebuilt arms, legs, and 
spine, War Machine employs a variety of new 
weapons systems. But perhaps his current 
armor’s most significant innovation is its ability 
to absorb mechanical devices into his own body, 
With this ability to instantly rebuild or upgrade 
himself, even in the middle of combat situations, 
Rhodey is virtually unstoppable. Nevertheless, he 
frequently falls back on the trusted technology 
originally conceived by Tony Stark. 


main armaments 


“All right, 
you monsters 
want war? 
you got it... 
South Philly 
style!” 


Minigun 


AVENGERS: TERMINATED 


Iron man was ready to become proactive. rhe 

world's foremost futurist read the uiriting on Walk ‘ m a photon 
the wall and realized that in today's changing ee : . 

climate, the best defense was a strong offense. 


Wearing a new suit of powerful armor 


that featured teleportation capabilities, 
Tony Stark attacked the Aveng 

younger self. While the battle 

younger Tony managed to equip hin 

with one of Iron Man's unused armors, 
hut then realized he lacked the necessary 
experience to operate it. 


we 


Tony Stark was no longer a 
hero. He’d become a murderer, 
and only one man could stop 
him: Tony Stark himself. 
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cover night, He'd lived a stre 
full of guilt and struy 
battling inner dem. 
a strict childhood 


a 


i ina laboratory explosion and 
) turned into the monstrous Slag, 
apart of Tony died when he was 


forced to destroy his old mentor 
Suddenly, his mind was ripe for 
Kang's mental manipulations, and 
Tony soon began spending more and 
more time in ¢ secret base he 
had set up in the Arctic. 


Tony killed the nanny Marilla 
when she discovered him 
exiting through a mysterious 
portal that had formed 
beneath Avengers Mansion. 
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ONSLAUGHT ATTACKS 


es of two of the 


He was reborn in 

a pocket universe 

very different from =; 

the one he used 3 . taped tors Cholaaghih 
to know. With form, even at the cost of their own lives 
no memories of 

his past life and 

adventures, Tony 

Stark was forced 

to discover Iron 

Man again, as if 

for the first time. 


THE DEATH OF REBEL 
I 


1 


< 
“| built you... somehow you and me are responsible. } \ 
I’m not going to stop until | have the answers.” efi 


Rebel mysteriously returned to 
attack Tony as a mutilated cyborg, a 
twisted visage of his former selt. 


BIRTH OF A HERO 


After fighting the Hulk to a standstill atop Niagara 
Por abl w 


Tron Man’s sudden ex 


threat of Hydra, and new villains like the Mandaria: 
1nd the wind-controlling 


vind, Iron Mua sean 


a hero in his owe 


His life 


with the Avengers, 
is friend Happy 

at the hands off 
» of his old 


d even siy 
son herweeh 

d Pepper. With bas 
‘ul Promethiim armor, 


Man was 4 force 0 be 
reckoned with. However, 


Tony Stark's worst enenay 


‘a 
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When Pepper returned home one evening, she was 
shocked to find the assassin Whirlwind in her kitchen. 
Hired by Hydra to murder Stark, Whirlwind was outwitted 
bby Tony and tailed miserably in his task. 


d to be haunted: 
sand his 


The heroes of the pocket universe were 
desperate to persuade Ashema to spare 
their world. The Celestial reluctantly agreed, 
but only on condition that they all return to 
their proper dimension. Fortunately for them, 
Dr. Doom happened to have a space s 
equipped for that very purpose 


Tony & Pepper 


Knowing that he would have to 

leave the pocket universe, Tony 
Stark decided to spend hi st 
moments with his assistant, Pepper 
Potts. Tony knew he would never 
see this version of her again, and 
that he would soon return to a world 
in which he and Pepper might not be 
together. So before he left, Tony gave 
his true love one last kiss goodbye. 


Ashema & Franklin 
Hailing from a of gods of limitiess 
cosmic powers led the Celestials, 
Ashema came to Earth from her home 
beyond the stars to learn from the 
newest “god,” Franklin Richards. 

Her people realized that Franklins |, 
new world was an experiment 
Heroes had lived in new ways, 
making different choices and 
heading in bold new directions: 
however, now the experiment was 
over. It was time to wipe the Petri 
dish an, and start afresh somewhere 

else. No matter how attached to t 
his world Franklin was, it had to be 

destroyed. Otherwise, Ashema would 

have no choice but to eradicate Earth 

itself, the world that was home to the 
powerful young mutant. 


“wnat of YOU, TONY STARK? IS IT NOT GALLING 
TO HURL YOURSELF INTO THE UNKNOWMN... 
WHEN vou HAVE ALL A man COULD WISH FOR?” 


Doctor Doom 


Breaking Throug! 
ing Dr. Doom's ship to travel into ¢ 
-dimension f 

the her 


The heroes had left our world for Pome ni 


the Fantastic Four had previou 


someplace different. They'd begun siscovered. In a 
new lives, started over. But soon they ‘ le 

would have no choice: if they wanted 

to survive, they would have to return. 


hile, the hero 


fron Man Returns 


rk was acting his age again, 
in the dimension of his 
birth, Tony Stark was no longer 

the youth that had leaped into 
Onslaught in order to save humanity. 
Tony was back to his proper age, 
possessing all the memories of his 
long career as Iron Man, as well as 
those of his younger counterpart 
After digging up his own, now-empty 


ir friend: 


Hulk tk 


When the heroes of 


the pocket universe grave, Tony realized that Franklin 
met with Ashema and Richards had restored him as best 
Franklin, they were \ he could. So finally, Tony Stark was 
told they would have back to his old self again. 


to leave to save their 
real home, Earth, 
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“You want to come after Mr. Stark—you want 
to hurt him, kill him, stop him from doing what 
he’s setting out to do—you do it over Iron 
Man’s dead hody. That’s all I’ve got to say.” 


IRON MAN 
MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man (Tony Stark), 
MAIN SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Death Squad; 
Georgie Avalon; Ms. Denton; orio Silvani; 
Rosalind Sharpe; Foggy Nelson; Norman Osborn; 


WM was, Sunset Bain; Pepper Potts; Jim Rhodes 
TM! thi MAIN LOCATIONS: Avalon Trading Co.; Stark Tower; 
wr scowl y Maria Stark Community Center; Baintronics (all New 


York); AIM hideout 


prey ge BACKGROUND 


The heroes were returning, and Marvel fans couldn’t be 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF more relieved. After all, lon Man had been through a 
Bob Harris lot lately. He had turned evil, died, been replaced by a 
younger version of himself, died again, and been reborn 
COVER ARTIST in a pocket universe as an adult version of himself. Fans 
Sean Chen & Eric Cannon were tired of the ever-shifting status quo, and when the 
Heroes Return mini series event catapulted Marvel's 
WRITER famous heroes back to their old familiar selves 
Kurt Busiek and realities, they welcomed them back with 
J open arms 
PENCILER Enter Kurt Busick. Already a fan-favorite 
Sean Chen writer for his groundbreaking Marvels mini series 
ind his innovative take on super-heroics in the 
INKER pages of Thunderbolts, Busiek set out to not only 
Eric Cannon restore Iron Man to his past glory, but to also 
control the fate of the Avengers comic. Busiek 
COLORIST didn’t disappoint. He told consistently classic 
Liquid! tales that paid tribute to the past, while always 


moving forward in new, unexpected directions. The 
result was a true rebirth for the Golden Avenger, worthy 


of a new first issue heralding his fresh start 


138-139 
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‘Wide-beam, shallow- 


The Story... binets tum the glass 


fragments to powder. 
As Iron Man returns to his proper dimension and to his life as a millionaire playboy, Don’t want anyone 
he faces new threats hired by old foes, and is forced to adapt and change with getting hurt...” 
the tim 


New York City was abuzz. Not only was Tony Stark back from the seeming 
dead, but so was his fabled bodyguard, the armored hero known as Iron Man 
(1), And as all of Manhattan wondered if Tony was going to attempt to take 
back his old company, now merged with the Japanese conglomerate Fujkawa 
Industries, Iron Man had other priorities on his mind. There was a hostage 
situation at the Avalon Trading Company that needed the hero's attention (2), 

After dealing with the violent mercenary Vittorio Silvani and his hired help, Iron 
Man headed back to Stark Tower, situated in the heart of Manhattan's flatiron 
district, After all, the evening was drawing close, and Tony Stark had quite a 
homecoming gala to attend (3) 

With a guest list including such luminaries as the Fantastic Four's Reed 
Richards and Sue Storm, Daily Bugle founder J, Jonah Jameson, and 
famous crusading attorney Foggy Nelson, Tony Stark spent the majority of 
the black tie affair shaking hands and making small talk. After turning down 
the advancements of the beautiful, and quite available Leah Sheffield, Tony 
stood outside on Stark Tower's rooftop balcony, reminiscing about a tour of a 
Southeast Asia plant he went on years ago that went horribly wrong (4). 
He thought about the guerrilla leader Wong-Chu, and the death of his 
friend Ho Yinsen, But most of all, Tony thought about donning his Iron 
Man armor for the first time in order to escape Wong-Chu's custody 
(6), and about the start of his own long-lasting war on crime that began 
soon after 

Deciding to get a bit of fresh air from a vantage point other than his 
lvory tower, Tony walked over to the construction site of a housing 
development he was spearheading through his charitable Maria Stark 
Foundation. As he toured the grounds, finding comfort in the bare 
steel and rivets surrounding him (6), Stark's musings were interrupted 
by gunfire, Behind him were five heavily armed assailants, calling 
themselves the Death Squad. 

Led by the militant Firefight, and containing members Rocket 
Launcher, Airborne, Smokescreen, and Boobytrap, the Death Squad 
wasted no time in attacking Stark on behalf of their mysterious 
employer. With his trademark briefcase in hand, Tony sprinted away 
from the villains until he found a nice deserted hole in the ground, 
perfect for a quick costume change. And seconds later, the Death 
‘Squad was no longer facing a helpless millionaire playboy. Now they were up 
against the updated and extremely advanced technology of Iron Man (7). 

‘As the fight raged on and Iron Man gained the upper hand, the mercenaries 
made their getaway with the help of Smokescreen's blackout blast (8). And 
it wasn't until the villains were safely out of sight that Iron Man realized the 
damage the battle had cost him, True, Tony Stark was still alive, but the 
housing project he had worked so hard to construct was now nothing more 
than expensive smoking rubble. Something had to change. He'd lost too many 
things that truly mattered to him. 

After a sleepless night spent lost in thought (9), Tony Stark called a pre 
conference the following morning. There, to the surprise of friends 
and enemies, Tony announced the creation of Stark Solutions, a new 


“As dawn starts to break, 
I make a few decisions.” 


company offering aid, advice or, appropriately enough, solutions, to 
any client willing to pay his extremely high fees. Profits would largely be 
turned over to the Maria Stark Foundation for reconstruction projects 
to help make the world a better place. And as Tony Stark turned the 
press conference over to questions from the audience (10), he felt he 
could rest easier that night. He knew there would be problems yet to 
face, and foes yet to fight, but at least now he knew where he was 
going. And for Tony Stark, that was all that mattered. 
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to the 
‘Avengers, come to the rescue, 


Having walked a hard road, Iron Man now flew 
to new heights of popularity and became the 
center of attention in the Marvel Universe. 


Iron Man was thriving in his new environment: the book 
store. With newsstand comics nearly a thing of the past, 
Marvel had largely switched its format to six-issue arcs 
that could be ily collected into trade paperback form. 
This approach seemed tailor-made for Iron Man, and the 
character soon appeared in a few miniseries of his own. 

It wasn’t long before Tony Stark was attracting top 
talent in the industry. Luminaries Warren Ellis and Adi 
Granov relaunched Iron Man's title with a new first 
issue and revamped origin. Writer Brian Michael Bendis 
placed Tony in the New Avengers and then at the helm 
of the Mighty Avengers and the Initiative. Ed Brubaker 
granted Tony a recurring role in his death of Captain 
America saga. With the added push of Jon Favreau’s 
2008 blockbuster /ron Man film, starring Robert Downey 
Jr. as Tony Stark, Iron Man had become one of the most 
important characters in the Marvel Universe. Iron Man 
was at the heart of every major event, and continued to 
star in several miniseries, including Joe Casey’s Enter 
the Mandarin and Inevitable limited series. 

Iron Man would see his title rebooted for the fifth time, 
this time to spotlight popular new writer Matt Fraction. 
As the comic became a bestseller, the character of War 
Machine was given another chance at his own ongoing 
series. With the release of a new animated series 
in 2009 and a sequel film in 2010, the future looked 
brighter than ever for lron Man and his compelling, 
endlessly fascinating world. 


OVERLEAF Invincible on 
Man Vol. 3 #76: Artist Adi Granov 
helped establish ron Man's 
modem took with his popular 
covers, including this gem from 
“The Best Defense” storyline. 


For all his legal shrewdness, 
Burch lacked patience. 


THE END OF SEC. BURCH 


f E A s nl 
Mr. Stark Goes sg) . ee When overseeing the creation of a new experimental spy plane, S| ft 
to Washington F ‘ Be y , Burch watched as the aircraft flew off course and collided with 


an army transport plane. As Iron Man saved the endangered 
id finally gone public, In L ¥ we , si craft, securing his bid to the Defense seat, Burch took his 
nere dog, Tony iia . own life rather than face the repercussions of his actions. 


mattor of ¢ 
the Under 
Technology, and Logistic 
the loophol had been search 
for. An appointed official with a ik 
than ethical moral code 

1g for 


Titanium Man 


J Iron Man in the past, he 
ted fraud and violated the terms of hi 
e Burch the legal right to 
is for the ¢ 


gue comet that was on 
of his own desigr 


‘arth. But first he had to combat the renegade 
communist threat of the Titanium Man, 


VITRIOL 


Discovering that an 
archaeological team had gone 
missing in war-torn traq, 

Tony Stark journeyed there to 
investigate their disappearance. 
He stumbled across the super- 
powered leader of a terrorist 
clan, the acid-controlling would- 
fhe goddess Vitriol, With help 
from his old ally Force, Stark 
and the US military managed 

to halt Vitriol’s plan to poison 
{rag's rivers with a dangerous 
bio-weapon. 


Tony Stark knew he couldn’t beat the government, so he opted to join them, 


146 using all his power and influence to gain the nomination of Secretary of Defense. 


Maniacal despots, time-traveling bandits, 


world-conquering alien tyrants—the 
Avengers had survived them all. But 
when a teammate turned against them, 
the Avengers discovered an enemy that 
they might not all walk away from. 


After spying the Latverian Ambassador in 
attendance at a UN assembly, Stark began to 
lash out at the official, and his corrupt country. 


Hawkeye was the next to fall when an armada of 
3 \, alien spaceships filled the sky. Then an army of 
* enemies past and present appeared. 


“Let's all take a vote RIGHT NOW 
to just wipe your country off 

the map already and build an 
amusement park out of the whole 
thing and call it a day.” 


Outburst at the UN 


Tony Stark was perhaps the most widely trusted member of the A 


‘As Captain America 
arrived at the 
devastated mansion, 
he was shocked to 
find the Vision leading 
an attack of Ultron 
androids against his 
former friends. To 
make matters worse, 
‘She-Hulk lost control 
while fighting the 
Vision, and literally 
ripped her old robotic 
teammate in half. All 
this tragedy couldn't be 
a coincidence, It had to 
be a coordinated attack. 


But suddenly, he 


Hex Magic 


trange, the world’s greatest 


at ih \ anwhile at the Mansion ... 
= = 3 1 nor al 8, he red through t! G an AS SE ‘ Luckily for the Avengers, Or. Strange’s 
knowledge of magic knew no rival, and he 


was able to defeat Wanda by taking away 
what little remained of her fragile mind, 
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THE GREAT HUMAN HOPE 


Tony Stark was living the dream in the Scarlet Witch's 
House of M world. His fa 
successfull businessman, and he was adored and envied 

by millions in the sports arena. But at heart, he was still 


her was still alive, he was a 


the same hero who had struggled aj 
and overwhelming odds for his entire life. So when his 
old friend Henry Pym went missing while running 


inst opposition 


Mutants and 
Madmen 


Ina world where humans fought in an 
arena for the enjoyment of the mutant 
population, there was no better showman 


Father and Son 


controversial experiments on the mutant genome, Tony 
donned his most recent Iron Man suit and headed out 
to find his trusted Stark Industries employee. After 
doing battle with a fleet of human-hunting giant 
sentinel robots led by his own father, Tony teamed up 
with fellow robot fighter Johnny Storm and attacked a 
human holding facility to free Pym, 


THE RESISTANCE 


Howard Stark had been wrong, 
Mass murder could never be an 
acceptable answer. But deep 

down in his soul, Tony still knew 
that something about this world 
was seriously out of kilter, A pea 


major wrong needed to be put th af % 
right... Then the mutant Layla 

Miller and a band of familiar 

heroes paid him a visit in his { ? 
hometown of Chicago to restore y 2 


his memories to what they were F | 
before the Scarlet Witch altered | 


them. Tony immediately joined A 

their underground resistance, - a i™ 
which had the sole aim of 

bringing the tyranny of the House A ” — 


of Magneto to an end. 


It was time to take the fight directly to Magneto's if 
front door, the island nation of Genos iI) 


The House of M's royal court consisted of Quicksilver, 
the Scarlet Witch and her two sons, Magneto, and his 
ather daughter Polaris. 


The Scarlet Witch was respon 
for the creation of the parallel 
reality where Homo Superior ruled 
‘and many of her fellow Avengers 
jed happy and contented lives. 


“No More Mutants” 


As the heroes invaded 
Genosha on the back of 
a reprogrammed sentinel 
robot, they unlocked 
Magneto’s mind so that 
he, too, remembered the 
way the world should be. 
Enraged to discover that 
his son Quicksilver had 
influenced the Scarlet 
Witch's thinking and had 
inspired her to create the 
World of M, Magneto 
attacked his own son, 
forcing the Scarlet Witch 
into action. Seeing the 
damage her people 

had caused, Wanda 
Maximoff restored the world 
to normal, dramatically 
reducing the number of 
powered mutants 


tron Man fought alongside 
Spider-Man, Cyclops and other 
heroes in an attempt to bring 
down the House of M and 
restore their reality. 
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ELECTRO +-Man foe Max Dillon, also known as the costumed 


illain Electre ive breakout in New York City’s maximum-securit 
penitentiary the Raf 1 that the resulting riots would unite several of the world 
atest Super Her No, Dillon was only hired with one goal in mind: to free all the 


incarcerated villain: oricall mutant Sauron. The aim w 


“We'll find out who our enemies are. We'll find who did 
this. And then we'll avenge it.” iron man 


While visiting a prisoner at Ryker's Island's Raft Installation, 
crusading lawyer Matthew Murdock, his escorting SHIELD agent 
and former Spider-Woman Jessica Drew, and his bodyguard Luke 
Cage found themselves in the fight of their lives. When the facility's 
power suddenly shut off, the deadliest super-powered prisoners 
New York City had to offer were freed. 


BREAKOUT 


sined by Spider-Man, Iron Man, 
Captain Ameri as well as the 
nerly imprisoned powerhou 
Sentry, the heroes managed to 
juell the riots, though not before 4 
umates made good their escape. Thy 
mussion didn’t have the best result by 
any means, but it inspired Captain 


America, making him realize th 


d for a team of super-powerec 


with th 
prlton breaksat: With Iron Min.on 
board, as well as Spider-Woman 
Spider-Man, and Luke Cage, thi 
ugtay, team of New Avengers set 
up a headquarters in the top thre 
floors of Manhattan's Stark Tower 
Jed Wolverit 


kyscraper, anc 


the Senery, and th 


‘An opportunist by nature, Electro made sure that the Raft 
prisoners knew that they owed him a favar. 


a MEMBERS \ 
WORLD CLASS Rea Name: Toy Stak 


RONIN aka Echo 
rd Real Name: Maya Lopez 


SPIDER-WOMAN 

Real Name: Jessica Drew 
LUKE CAGE 

Formerly known as Power Man 
SPIDER-MAN 

Real Name: Peter Parker 
WOLVERINE aka Logan 

Real Name: James Howlett 
CAPTAIN AMERICA 

Real Name: Steve Rogers 


SENTRY’S STORY 


They appeared out of nowhere. A group of teenage 
heroes bearing striking resemblances to familiar 
icons. Although their heroism was immediately 
obvious, the origins of these Young Avengers were 
shrouded in mystery. 


Back inthe Past f° © 


\, 


YOUNG AVENGERS. 


The Death and Birth of Hang 


With Kang lying dead at his feat, fron Lad was 
shocked to see his friends beginning to disappear 
from reality, one by one. By refusing to travel forward 
in time to his proper place in the timestream, Iron 
Lad had dramatically changed the present. Realizing 
that he had to set things right, Iron Lad kissed his 
sweetheart Cassie Lang goodbye and headed back to 
the future to fulfill his horrible destiny. 


Despite being beaten by the Avengers 
time and time again, Kang was still a 
seriously powerful threat. 


suicide, killing his evil future self. 


After traveling to the present, Iron Lad 
broke into Stark Industries in order to 
locate the living computer program and 
former Avenger known as the Vision. 


IRON LAD & The YOUNG AVENGERS 


When all seemed lost, Iron Lad committed a valiant act of 


THE NEW IRON MAN 


With the Extremis solution 


enhancing his body and mind 
f 7 Be: . . Tony could nc and 
4 - ft 3 ‘ control machinery around him 
‘ i/% and command hi 


at will. He could 

The Extremis formula, a super-serum that / ’ oe Se I inc Nowcs nowa two kon 
melded man into machine, seemed like a a Sate lig 
scientific breakthrough and the next step in 
human evolution. Until it fell into the wrong 


hands. Then it was time to call Iron Man. 


encounter with tron 
Man, Mallen shorted 1 4 with his lif 
out Tony's armor with 1 more t 

small spikes protruding it was a 

from his fingertips, and 

effortlessly tossed him 

like a rag doll hundreds 

af feet through the air. 


During his first Man Into Machine 


A Man Called Mallen 


ygton DC and 


In the first stage of the Extremis transformation, Mallen's body 
was essentially reduced to a giant open wound. Encased in 
layers of scabs, Mallen's organs were rebuilt from the inside 
out, making him an extremely dangerous super-being. 


helplessly as his mother and father were gunned 


Mallen had a tragic past. As a child, he watched 
down during a standoff with police. 


[fs > 
Suit Integration 


Wa yon MAN 
wen VO1.4 #5 


“Maya, | can see through satellites 
now.” 


IRON MAN 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man (Tony Stark); Ho 
Yinsen; Maya Hansen 

SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Various terrorists 
under Wong-Chu’s employ 

LOCATION: Wong-Chu’s insurgent camp, 
presumably Afghanistan; Maya Hansen’s laboratory 
at Futurepharm, Austin, Texas 


PUBLICATION DATE 
March 2006 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF BACKGROUND 
Joe Quesada 
It was time for Iron Man to get a boost. A major 
COVER ARTIST Marvel writer of the 1990s, Warren Bllis had taken 


Adi Granov a brief respite from mainstream heroes to explore 


uncharted waters on various successful titles, 


WRITER including Vertigo Comics’ ‘Tiansmetropolitan 
Warren Ellis ind Wildstorm’s The Authority. After 
amassing much critical acclaim, Ellis was 
ARTIST triumphantly returning to the comic 
Adi Granov mainstream with projects like the 
highly popular Ultimate Fantastic Four 
COLORIST © Soon, Ellis was tapped to relaunch Iron 
Adi Granov Man into a fourth series 
Already praised for his distinctive covers for the end 
LETTERER of Iron Man’s third series, Adi Granov was looking for 
Randy Gentile a new project. He jumped at the chance of drawing 


six Iron Man issues alongside Ellis. The collaboration 


brought about not only a best-selli aphic novel, 


when the issues were collected, but also a startling 
reinvention of the character, evolving Iron Man to the 


next level as both man and machine. 


The Story... 


's body lies helpless on Maya Hansen's operating table, undergoing 
flashes back to his first time in an tron Man suit. 


Iron Man needed an upgrade, or he wouldn't survive the night (2). That much 
was clear to Tony Stark as he lay there on Maya Hansen's operating table in the 
heart of Futurepharm labs. Maya's experimental super-soldier serum known as 
Extremis had been stolen from the company, and a man known only as Mallen 
had injected himself with it, Tony had tracked down the vicious criminal only 

to receive a severe beating that had badly injured his body inside his Iron 

Man armor. He'd managed to make it to Maya's doorstep, and even tinker 
with her computer system a bit, but that took all the life that was left in 

him. So Maya reluctantly did as he told her. She injected him with the last 
remaining sample of the Extremis formula, sending Tony's body into a series 
of convulsions before ceasing all movement. As Maya waited for a sign that 
Tony had survived the injection, Tony slept. And dreamed. And remembered. 

The location was Afghanistan, While on a consultation mission with the US Army, 
Tony Stark and his military escorts were caught in a vicious attack by insurgent 
rebels. A stray bullet hit one of Stark Industries’ own landmines, knocking Tony 
unconscious. When he finally regained his senses (2), he found himself in a 
shabby room with an array of technology stacked in the corner (3) and an elderly 
Asian man looking down at him. The man was Ho Yinsen (4), a briliant medical 
innovator, who had been captured by the terrorists and put to work against his wil 
Tony knew the man's work quite well, He'd even attended a lecture of his once, 
although he was a bit drunk at the time. 

Yinsen explained the current situation. Tony had shrapnel stuck in his chest and 
was probably going to die within the week, In that time he was expected to create 
a weapon for the terrorists, however absurd that sounded. Determined 
to survive, Tony remembered Yinsen's lecture from that night so many 
years ago, It was about magnetic wound excision. He also recalled the 
subject of his own speech at that same conference. It was about an 
exoskeleton sult of armor that he planned to call the Iron Man. Now, 

Tony was going to build a prototype Iron Man suit, and Yinsen was 
going to add his magnetic technology into the chest plate. 

Meanwhille, back in the present on the operating table, a strange 
black cocoon had formed around Tony's body, And Maya waited. 

Back in Tony's memories, he and Yinsen built their suit of armor, and 
It worked just like Tony thought it would (5). He easily escaped, killing 
the very terrorist soldiers who had kidnapped him, And just like that, 

Iron Man was born. 

Maya had been waiting for an hour when the energy shot out of Tony's chest 
(6). It was a red, unfocused beam, that cracked the cocoon like lava bursting 
through hardened magma. As the cocoon broke away, Tony sat up. He was alive, 
and filled with more energy than ever before, 

The Extremis serum had rebuilt him. It had regrown his organs and mended his 
crushed bones, The problem was, according to Maya's calculations, it shouldn't 
have worked so quickly, But in the time before he passed out, Tony had made 
his own modifications to the Extremis solution. Now, his crucial undersheath, 
the golden layer of electronics under his armor (7), was stored in his hollow 
bones, and formed around his skin as it poured out of his pores on his mental 
command, He could send electronic signals with his brain, even make telephone 
calls without saying a word out oud. Even better, he could communicate with 
machinery remotely (8), like the compressed outer Iron Man armor he kept in his 
treasured briefcase, 

Tony Stark was now a new man. A true ron Man, And he was ready to take the 
fight back to Mallen. 


HEY ISSUE 


“This either 
Saves you or 
kills you. ' 


LUM|NAT 


Brought together by a conscious resolve to 
make the world a better place, the Illuminati 
were a secret band of brothers, each a 

hero in his own right, representing the best 
of man and mutantkind. They formed to 
prevent an invasion. And they would disband 
when an invasion occurred, 


The Tluminati were a group of leaders gathered together by Ikon 
Man in order to keep the lines of communication open between all 
the world’ supethuman communities, Comprising Iron Man, the 
Inhuman king Black Bolt, the mutant rights activist and leader of the 
X-Men Professor X, Namor the Sub-Mariner and king of Atlantis, 
Dr. Strange, the world’s sorcerer supreme, and the Fantastic Four’s Mr. 
Fantastic, the Lluminati was a brain trust that served as a clandestine 
direct link between the world’s greatest super hero teams. 

‘The organization was founded after the Kree/Skrull War. A war 
between two alien races on a scale so massive it was unheard of, 
the war shook the Avengers’ world and opened Iron Man's eyes to 
the threats facing the Earth. Tony realized that if there had been 
better communication between the Earth's super-powered groups, 
then they would have detected the seeds of war much earlier, and 
preventative measures could have been taken. 

So Iron Man assembled the Illuminati, and also invited the king of 
Wakanda and former Avenger Black Panther to join its ranks. While 
the rest of the Illuminati realized that [ron Man might be on to 
something and embraced his idea, Black Panther opposed the notion. 
He felt that there would be too much at stake if the group disagreed, 
and he wanted no part in their self-proclaimed role as protectors of 
Earth. Panther left the meeting, and the others moved on to their 
first new order of business, 

Ic wasn't long before the Illuminati took offensive action against 
the shape-shifting alien Skrulls. After destroying a warship that 
contained the Skrulls’ king, who had refused to listen to reason, the 
heroes were ambushed and taken prisoner. Although they eventually 
escaped, the Skrulls had experimented on them, and discerned how 
to duplicate their powers, The Skrulls started to plan their revenge, 


160-161 


ILLUMINATI ACTS 


‘The Muminati convened in times of crisis, acting only when they 
fett the situation was too dire to ignore. 


THE HULK EXILED 


When the Hulk’s latest destructive outburst resulted in a death 

count of 26 people, [ron Man could no longer overlook the 

uncontrollable actions of his friend Bruce Banner’ alter ego, 

Bringing the issue to the attention of the Hluminati, [ron Man 

was surprised to encounter fierce opposition from Namor, Iron 
Man and the others voted to exile the Hulk into outer space 
and onto a deserted planet where the brute could finally find 

peace, Namor attacked Iron Man until the sea king was restrained by 
Dr. Strange. The vote was taken and Hulk was sentenced to be sent away 
for good 

The Illuminati set about tricking Hulk to man a vessel that was to be 
propelled into deep space, However, the ship happened to pass through a 
wormhole, and Hulk was sent to a war-torn planet instead of the paradise 
the Illuminati had intended. Thus a series of events were set in motion 
that culminated in the seismic conflict known as World War Hulk. 


THE INFINITY GAUNTLET 


Containing six all-powerful gems that each controled a 
different cosmic power, the Infinity Gauntlet granted its wearer 
control of all of space, matter, and time, Determined that the 

gems should not fall into the wrong hands, the Illuminati set out 
to locate them. After traveling the globe to find the stones, each 
one of the Illuminati became @ guardian of a particular gem, to ensure 
that its power would never be abused. 


The Iluminati each became a caretaker of the Infinity gems that 
controlled reality, the mind, power, space, the soul, and time, 


THE BREAKUP 


‘The US government was intent on passing the Superhuman 
Registration Act that would force all powered individuals 
to register their abilities with them. Iron Man brought 
the proposed legislation up with Illuminati, insisting that 
the members back the act, He was immediately met with 
opposition from Dr. Strange and Namor, Both members resigned 
from the group, and it seemed the Illuminati were finished for good. 
Iron Man called upon the Illuminati one last time to show them 
evidence of a coming Skrull invasion, Once Black Bolt had revealed 
himself to be a Skrull sleeper agent, the Illuminati went their separate 
ways, not knowing whom to trust, and haunted by the realization that 
their actions years ago had prompted the Skrulls to attack Earth in a 
clandestine move that came to be known as the Secret Invasion. 


CIVIL WAR 


7 al 
It was brother against brother. Friend against i a i 
friend. The Super Hero Civil War created a rift in the THE RIGHT THING? 
superhuman community that might never heal. Tony Stark wouldn't ge 


o 


it was the law. Super Heroes, or anyone possessing enhanced abilities for that matter, 
had to register their powers with the government. Their secret identities would now 
be a matter of record. Their crime-fighting careers would be regulated, with paid 
vacations and sick days, just like any other job. Super Heroes were now civil servants. 
Anyone operating outside of those perimeters would be arrested and locked in an 
extra-dimensional prison developed by Mr. Fantastic himself in the fabled Negative 
Zone. There was a definite line drawn in the sand, and it came as no surprise to 
anyone that Captain America was the first to cross it 

To Captain America, trading in personal freedoms for a government promise of 
security was totally unacceptable. He was convinced that registering their identities 
would be like painting targets on the innocent families and friends of some 
Super Heroes. After all, a hero's life is fraught with peril, and the last thing he 
or she would want to do would be to bring that danger home at night. So 
Cap organized his own underground rebellion against the Registration 
Act and many heroes flocked to him. 


& 


AMERICA’S SACRIFICE 


A war was being waged. Lives were being lost. On 
both sides, ugly decisions were being made. Soon 
ron Man and Captain America met face-to-face on the 
streets of New York City. After the Vision took Tony by 
surprise and short-circuited his armor, Cap beat his 
old friend within an inch of his life. A group of rescue 
workers tore the Captain off Tony's nearly lifeless body 
mn providing the reality check Captain America needed. 
He looked around and saw the destruction the war had 
caused his city and he knew that this wasn't the way. 
Captain America surrendered and ordered his people 
to stand down. And just like that, the war was over 


a 


Ae C|Vil WAR: 


THE CONFESSION 


# 


“|—I came here to tell you wAy all this 
happened. You asked me and I’m going to 
tell you. It was because of King Arthur.” 


IRON MAN 


MAIN CHARS tron Man, Captain America 
SUPPORTIN ACTERS: SHIELD agents, 
King Arthur and knights, zombies, Dr. Doom, Mr. 
Fantastic, Magneto, Green Goblin, Spider-Man, 
Thor, Kingpin, Nick Fury and other heroes 
LOCATIONS: SHIELD Helicarrier; Camelot; 


PUBLICATION DATE Stark’s lab; the Raft prison 
May 2007 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF BACKGROUND 
Joe Quesada 
Writer Mark Millar rocked the Marvel Universe with 
WRITER his seven-issue mini series Civil War, which forced nearly 
Brian Michael Bendis every hero and villain to choose between Iron Man's 
pro-registration side and Captain America’s underground 
3-D IRON MAN DESIGN forces. However, fans in the real world wondered 
‘Alex Maleev why Iron Man made the decision he did. With a 
long history of clashing with the US government 
PENCILLER what would make Tony Stark commit himself so 
Alex Maleev f fully to the cause of Super Hero re ion? 
4 There was no better writer to explain Tony’s stance 
INKER >, ss e than Brian Michael Bendis. Known for his realistic 
‘Alex Maleev 7 lasso % dialog and character insights, which had helped 
= fy co make Uliimate Spider-Man and Daredevil such 
COLORIST successes, Bendis partnered with his longtime 
Jose Villarrubia .\ N Daredevil artist Alex Maleev to relate two 


BEE poignant conversations between the generals 
BD oof cach side of the Civil War, Born out of 
! these revealing exchanges was a one-shot 
tie-in special that shed light on the uneasy 


ramifications of a war between friends. 


The Story... 


With the Civil War finally over, Iron Man and Captain America share their views 
with each other in the face of devastating trag 


The skies were appropriately cloudy as Iron Man flew to the SHIELL 
Helicarrier hovering over Washington DC's famous Arlington Cemetery (2). 
Arriving on Basement Sub-Level 7 of the massive floating fortress, Iron Ma 
continued past the varied faces of his SHIELD subordinates, Although each 
soldier paid him the professional respect he demanded as Director of the 
SHIELD global peacekeeping force, Iron Man could sense where their true 
loyalties rested. They were still the soldiers of SHIELD's former Director, Nick 
Fury, and to them, Iron Man was an intruder within their proud organization 

Tony Stark soon found the man he was looking for: his old friend and 
current enemy, Steve Rogers, the flag-wearing icon known to the world as 
Captain America, As Tony sat down across from his old friend, he took his helmet 
off (2) and began to bare his soul. Earlier, Captain America had asked Tony why 
all this—the Civil War between the heroes —why it all began... and Tony thought it 
was finally time to tell him. 

Years ago, when iron Man had battled Dr. Doorn in a time-spanning mission 
that cast the two foes back into the days of King Arthur and the Knights of the 
Round Table (3), Tony had seen a vision while locked in combat on the field of 
battle. There amid the blood and the violence, he'd seen his future. Heroe 
were fighting heroes (4). Allies were battling each other in a bloody conflict wit 
no clear-cut victor. This image, however brief, stayed with Tony and, upon his 
return to his proper time, helped him decide to form the Illuminati, a gathering of 
the leaders of various Super-Hero teams, If this disa: fas teoming in the future, 
he would do his best to see to it that it never happened. 

Despite his best intentions, Tony began to 1@ seeds of war 
all around him. When Nick Fury leaked a copy of the Superhuman 


Registration Act to him (5), Tony could see a line already forming in 
the sand. He was a futurist after all. It was what he did for a living. He 


already knew which side his various friends would choose, and he 
knew that he had to take a stand. Because if he didn't organize the 
legal side of things, then who would? Atter all, heroes had to work 
h the law, and to work against it was nothing short of arrogant 
As Tony sat there, bearing his soul to his old friend, tears formed 
In his eyes (6). Because recently, Captain America had asked {ror 
Man if it was worth it. If Tony's stance was worth all the death and 
destruction that had resulted from brother fighting brother, And as he now looked 
at the man he'd been talking to all this time, the corpse of Captain America laid 
out on a cold metal slab in front of him (7), Iron Man knew that he had been 
wrong, It hadn't been worth it at all 
Before his death, Captain America had been flown to the Raft, the maximum: 
maximum security penitentiary on Ryker's Island. After being transferred to hi 


cell, Steve Roge paid a visit by his captor himself, ron Man (8). What 


followed wasn't the friendliest conversation, Captain America accused Iron Mar 
of being sick with power, and Iron Man accused Captain America of being ar 
old man who didn’t understand the times he was living in. But Steve Rogers 
was certain, Despite Iron Man's victory on the battlefield, Stark had lost the fight 
before it had started. He'd sold his principles and the cause of freedom, So 
Captain America asked his old friend tion. He asked hirr 
had been worth it 

lron Man didn't answer. He just called Rogers a sore loser, and walked away 


nlone and behind bars (9), 


leaving the living symbol of freedom to sit quietly 


“Was it worth it?! Tell me!” 


KEY DATA 


REAL MAME Peter Benjamin Parker . “ costume could resist: 

é . caliber bullets, had 
OCCUPATION Freelance photographer, ' Z f é in the mouth to keep out: 
former science teacher, adventurer . y 4 a short-range GPS 


AFFILIATIONS New Avengers, Secret 
‘Avengers, New Fantastic Four 


POWERS/ABILITIES Superhuman strength, 
reflexes, equilibrium, endurance, and 
flexibility. Accelerated healing factor, 
Ability to adhere to flat surfaces. Uncanny 
sory “spider-sense.” Developed 
ters and sticky, dissolving web 
fluid adhesive, Genius level intellect. 


The Iron Spider 


Years later, when both Spider-M 


ectronic to glide for short dist r and emergency scanner Peter's Iron Spider suit also p 


pit svabeelted jell as infrared ai ic 1 to change his appearance to his cl 
Stane International 7 
his trademark 


To Washington 
Tony Stark doesr anything without i 
, Although he enjoyed mentoring Peter Parker 
ed on his personal life. However ’ 4 ‘ae also needed his help. Tony hired Pater te 
ins, both mer (es \ 5 ~ a, 4 > 5 f for him as his second-in-command, end ire 
t. The mouthpik  z- : y _ ‘i his young friend that the two of then woule-s 
for Stane International's IS oe at x 4 be heading to Washington DC. 
the show was none oth , ‘ y yj LZ, . f preparing to pass a Superhuman Regististion: 
the Radioactive Man, a threat from 


And when Spider-Man 
night, the Radioactive 
Man showed the v ler exactly how much 
of a threat he truly 


As the Radioactive Man experimer ive Spi Iron Man barged in 
on the scene and freed his fellow hero. Wi tion suit, the two 
used ultra-freon to sul 


Spider Man in a radiation 


-IRON MAN and SPIDER- 


with the US gover 
proposed Superhuman hat the Act was timely and sare: 


Registration Act and Peter ; uotanity Recaenee 


ee ee ee. spokesman for it. Tony nat if Spider 


represented the Common man 1o-Tany 
Supe omnmiunity came Got IF SuppGr 
the Act, many other superhuman individeraies 
agree to sign up, and the chance of viglence: 
erupting would be significantly redisesd- 


Tony Stark did his best to talk the government out of their proposed 
Superhuman Registration Act. He even went so far as to stage an attack on 
his life by the Titanium Man, one Peter valiantly saved him from. 


over and Spider-Man 
to its secret statu: 


ve x 
Civil War Friends Again? 


amon named Maphisto, iror 
now have a very different 
Spider-Man still respects 
vishes 10 restore their strained 
ght of his responsibi 
of the Civil War gigh 
shoulders, However, Spidey 
ip with Iron Man after ar 
tark’s malin facility. Despite 
Spidey tagged along with 
or and helped the Gakden Avenger 
hnology based.¢riminals, 


_ Le af 


With increasing loyalty fr re are Hil and Dum Dum Dugan, 


Stark's directorship was 4 ts resempe : pproached 


TORY STAR ——-_—————. | Ee 


DIRECTOR OF SHEL. “23% 


I his secret identity to an adoring 
In the US government's eyes, Iron Man single-handedly ended the ais. Taek Severe sation eatin a tented aoe 


and a hero 1e people. 
Super Hero Civil War. He was a maverick leader, reminiscent of etl 
SHIELD directors past, and the perfect spokesman for a bold new era. 


Timothy “Dum Dum” Dugan 

was Nick Fury's right-hand 

man for years. Watching his 
director lead the governmet 
cy in its golden 
Dum had a hard time filling 
that role for Tony Stark 
even attempted to tender his 
resignatio 


THE NEW 8055 


It was tense for a while, but Stark has a way of putting his 
‘employees at ease. Promoted to be the director of the world's 
foremost peacekeeping agency SHIELD because of his 
uncompromising, pro-government stance during the Super Hero 
Civil War, Stark faced plenty of criticism from SHIELD agents stil 
loyal to their legendary past director, Nick Fury, However, one by 
‘one, Tony began to win his men over. With simple innovations 
such as a suggestion box outside the cafeteria, doing away with 
the exclusive officers’ club, hiring an executive chef for the mess 
hall, and a hands-on work ethic, Stark proved himself to his men, 
and upped morale at the same time. He even managed to cut 
operational costs by $19.8 million in the first fiscal quarter alone, 
t was official, Like everything else in his life that he put his mind 
to, Stark seemed to have another success on his hands. 

Tony Stark's first major operational test soon arrived. Various 


terrorist splinter groups were getting their hands on highly f } 

advanced technology. Masterminded by Tony, SHIELD's 

investigation pointed to one man, a mysterious terrorist named 4 

= Karim Mahwash Najeeb, who had been missing for four months. When the SHIELD helicarrier was 
attacked hy a living cancer, Tony 

While inspectis used the Extremis technology in 
Iron Man and his elite squadron came under attack by his own body in order to eradicate 
mindless undead cyborgs. the plag 


THE MANDARIN THE LIVING CANCER way MAYA'S FAKED SUICIDE THE MANDARIN'S 3 He was the CEO of Stark Industries, the armored crime 
DISCOVERED p While examining ‘S In order to work EXTREME AGENDA ’ ) fighter Iron Man, the leader of the Mighty Avengers, and 
Najeeb located tron Oe one of the high-tech r in secret on her Funding the random terror the organizer of the 50 State Initiative and the Order. 
Man's old enemy, ) terrorists, scientist N controversial Extremis cells, creating the army ; And now, Tony had taken on the role of the ultimate 

the Mandarin, is Maya Hansen technology, Maya of undead cyborgs, and x ‘ superspy. Never content with the number of pots on his 
and proposed an t* be t stumbled upon a F Hansen faked her own NY releasing the plague on . personal fire, Iron Man began to lead covert operations 
alliance, However, o e living cancer that death and took a job af the Helicarrier was all : : for SHIELD to all corners of the globe, including missions 
‘one of Najeeb's men . took over the SHIELD with the mysterious just misdirection. The - to the corrupt island nation of Madripoor and the eastern 
switched his loyalties helicarrier. The Prometheus Gentech Mandarin, using the cee European country Kirikhstan. 

and shot his boss in — cancer killed Tony's company, Little Z. alias Tem Borjigin, really 


THE MANDARIN'S PLAN 


order to aid his new = friend and advisor tid Tony's former wanted Maya's Extremis ‘i After discovering Maya was still alive, Iron Man led a 
master, the Mandarin é Sal Kennedy hefore Girlfriend realize that technology, and he would successful assault on the Mant headquarters, 
3 Iron Man was able to S the Mandarin was > stop at nothing to get it f halted the warlord’s planned Extremis plague. Regardless, 
stop it ‘ Prometheus's CEO. SY the Mandarin once again eluded captivity. 


Dealing with ‘a 
the Mole Man 


With a single thought, Ultron melted Mole Man's 4 Ut \ 

The Civil War was over, but the world needed its heroes now more perenentey arediionting Nie SE ORR.AOny Seen : é “ 
4 as swatting a fly. With the villain's threat now 

than ever. And no one was more aware of this fact than extinguished, Ultron turned her attention to 


the newly appointed SHIELD Director, Tony Stark. her true mission. ‘ 


win 
SLL 
yw My 
\S My 


In the middle of their violent 
conflict with the Mole Man, 
Iron Man's armor suddenly 
began to liquefy until it 
had morphed itself into the 
visage of a female Ultron. 


\ 
Such was Ultron’s power, she w 


to take down the 
also 


\ Stark 

\ Restored 

\ When Iron Man transformed 
into Ultron, Tony's contingency 


plan was activated, summoning 
a robot aide in order to 

assist the crisis at hand. But 
despite Tony's help, seemingly 
beyond the grave, Ultron 
commandeered hundreds of 
other Iron Man suits, and pit 
them against the Avengers. 
Finally, thanks to Ares’ brute 
strength and Hank Pym's Ant- 
Man technology, Ultron was 
defeated, restoring Tony Stark 
to his normal, human form. 


continued to 
patterns and 
the old 
attempt to hac 
of several nuc 
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INTETATIVI 


Iron Man had a dream for a secure 
nation. A team of government- 
regulated Super Heroes in every 
State, trained and ready to tackle 
any emergency. 


A SUPER ARMY 


ca 
the right amount 
like the 


| 
Jongtime Avenge 


jergeant the ( 


Avenger, Justi 


SCARLET 
SPIDERS 


and vilaing that had violated the terms of tr 


Supertiuman Registration Act. 


arty always followed Tory tate- 
left out of the loops: Installed: 


DIRECTOR RHODES 


off an inevitable a 


ust ag ill-informed as ever, 


e-by-side onoe more: After 
Tony strapped on his Istest 
ad into battle, knowing War 
Machine and his personal army in the initiative waulel 
have his back in the war te come, 


War Machine 
wouldn't allow 

his untested new 
recruits on the 
front line against a 
rampaging Hulk, 


The ORDER 


Patterned after the ancient Greek gods of 
myth, the Order was composed of a wide 


For heroic deeds in their personal [hp (AEA 


lives, the Order was given the 
chance to be super-heroic in the 
public’s eyes. 


The crowr f ron Man's 60 State Initiative 
pfograrr lect group chosen to protect the 
Btate of ( Criticized by some as being the “American 
Idol” of Super Hero teams, the Order was nevertheless a well 


trained group jus for their charitabi 
work, who s by technology dey 
by Hank Pym. Leading the Order was none other than Tony 
Stark's longtime ant and friend Peppér Potts? whowas their 
coordinator, Hera, was given telepresence enhancements’ to 
maintain communication with the group, Along With, operations 
leader Henry Hellrung, who was endowed with the-electrical 
powers of a thunderstorm and dubbed Anthem, Pepper ran the 
new team with an iron hand. 


variety of personality types. 


tar Secrets 


Based in Los Angeles, the 


Order wa: 


the public eye. And with ex 


actor Henry Hellrung 


once played T ark ina 


leading the team, that attention wasn't 


joing to fade. So Tony hired PF 


Kildare to help hide 4 


qué video Aralune had onc 


* VEDA (Magdalena Marie Neuntauben) /\ 


+ IRON MAN (Tony Stark) Aix tack that had 


te ¢ Hi won Mai 0 his death, t 
a . nctical gonlus and enhanced armor ti 
ne toam if they tu him, + Mulholland Black Opting not fo aciop 
* HERA (Pepper Potts) gn constant 1 Super Hero name, Muhotand’s later 
her the flee, Pepper tulant abit wicked D 
1m with instruction hnolog " 

n ‘ wu baw i 0 1 

AS ech ‘= CALAMITY (James Wa) 35 A covege 
* ANTHEM (Henry Helirung) on aseball and track star w ¥ 


* ARALUNE (Becky Ryan) 
ingng sensat y 10 i the 
Jel, Magdalena tight since her youth. Her evokuti 


4 humancict ‘= SUPERNAUT (Milo Fields) 


‘« HEAVY (Dennis Murray) her Marine, h ater paralyzed dunn, 


Je10 breaching the Order's code of conduct, the 
fF was finally in place when a few new recruits 

| _-Ware acided to the mix. The final line-up of the team 
“included; super-speedster 


Awakened by a disturbance on land, a group of Soviet 

‘Super-Soldiers, including an older Crimson Dynamo 
‘model, had been unfrozen from their cryogenic statu: 
They set out to destroy all things Americar 


Tony Stork 
iron man 


Pepper Potts 
HERA 


Henry Hellrung 
ANTHEM 


Magdalena Marie 


HEAVY VEDA 


Mutholiand Black + Dennis Murray 


Jomes Wa 
CALAMITY 


Becky Ryan 


ARALUNE 


Milo Fields 
SUPERNAUT 


ATLANTIS ATTACKS 


After det 


| 


ating the Soviet Super-Soldier 


yoorgs, and the red-hot thre 


army of unde 
as the Infernal 


knc lan, the Order was 


starting to gain respect and trust. Unfortur 


ised public expectations 


on the team when Atlan 


4 walll of ocean water aro 
atened to engulf the 


negotiated with Atlant 


Anthem 


Jler Namor, and averted this catastrophe by 


Not recognizing Tony Stark's 
thority, Namor surrent 
to Anthem instead, 


autwitting the arrogant monarch. 


Ch DAHLIAS 


A brutal street gang from Mulholland 
Black's past, the super-powared Black 
Dahlias soon emerged in the Order's lives 
Working with the ino operation 


began targeting 
Order, The Dahiias helped SHADOW. 
kidnap Mulholland Black, and shut off her 

But Mulholland had been born a 

with her arti 

simply activated her dormant 
natural abil erful than befc 
Mulholland attempted to tree herself, 

endered uncor by still had an axe to grind with her former lover. 

SHADOW'S true mastermir 


Created in Softly’ image, the robotic life model decoys 
of the deceased general served as Stane’s henchmen, 
allowing him to remain hidden from the public. 


A CITY IN CHAOS 


OM SHADOW 


Itwas becoming a predictable 
pattern. Ev re the Onder 
‘went, the MEN from SHADOW 
would appear, Posing as 
@ government-sponsored 
program, SHADOW attacked 


nly after he Fie 
ited Mulholland Black's 

SHADOW 

General Sam Softly, the and 8 

man supposedly in charge 

of SHADOW actually di 

1957, allowing Ezekiel Stane 

to co-opt his old hase. 


They thought they could get away with sending 
the Hulk into space. They were dead wrong. 


PLANET HULK 


The madder the Hulk gets, the stronger he gets—and the greater his 
potential threat, The Green Goliath was just too unpredictable to be 
allowed to roam free, and too powerful to cage. Working with the rest of 
the elite heroes known as the liluminati, and with the participation of Nick 
Fury and SHIELD, Iron Man helped to exile the Hulk to another planet. 
But after claiming this exotic new world for himself, and taking a queen 
there, Hulk's spaceship suddenly exploded, killing the love of is life. Now, 
he wanted revenge on the lluminati, and on Earth and its people. 


~ 


7 u 
| d k body cl f ENTER IRON MAN 
need you to keep everybody clear Of 25, 0s panes sor ws coy, vt tnt cir mean e cert erad 
. . When Hulk broadcast his demands to the people of Earth, Stark headed 
the combat zone. This is MY fight.” (0 Long Island to reteve his newest Hukbustr suit of armor Secure 


inside the equivalent of a flying tank, Iron Man flew to Manhattan (now 
- , om <—. ; Iron Man mostly evacuated) and charged Hulk head-on. The shockwave of their 


Z : collision shattered windows and knocked rescue workers off their feat 
: i A * We os, 3 But the battle had only just begun. 
= a s - © \ 
MIF A 
- Pe an Je ny af ‘ 
‘The Hulk wanted revenge on the four core members of the Illuminati: Iron Man, Mr, Fantastic, 


Dr, Strange, and Black Bolt. After stopping on the moon to defeat and capture Black Bolt, the 
Hull's next stop was Manhattan, where he was greeted by Iron Man in appropriate fashion, 


LOSING THE WAR 


In a moment of overwhelming rage, the Hulk leaped at Iron 
Man, knocking the two of them into Avengers Tower. There Hulk 
pounded away at Stark, hammering the Sentry's watchtower 
straight through the canter of Tony's impressive skyscraper {12 
It was a demonstration of pure might and unrestrained will. The 
Hulk had won. He had defeated Iron Man, mankind's protector. 

But the Hulk wasn't through yet. After besting the Avengers 
2], Mr. Fantastic and his entire Fantastic Four { 31, the Hulk 
set his sights on Earth's sorcerer supreme, Dr, Strange 141. The 
struggle was soon over, The Hulk had taken his captives, and 
even conquered the US military 1.5 1. Now it was time for the 
Mluminati to pay. 

‘One by one, the Hulk forced the captured Iiluminati members 
to battle each other in a makeshift gladiatorial arena in New 
York's Madison Square Garden. But even as an armor-less Iron 
Man fought Mr. Fantastic, his mind was elsewhere, working 
‘on a plan, And luckily for Tony, the cavalry arrived, giving him 
‘enough time to bring it about. 

Before Iron Man had gone off to battle the Hulk, he'd petitioned 
the powerful hero Sentry for help. The Sentry had finally made 
up his mind, He attacked the Hulk with the strength of hundreds 
of exploding stars. After a violent display, the Sentry succeeded 
in transforming the Hulk back into Bruce Banner by the sheer 
force of his impacting fists {6 1. Given enough time to act, Iron 
Man then fired a satellite weapon at the Hulk, taking the brute 
down for good. 


Clad in the garb of his conquered planet, the Hulk sought revenge for the death = 
of his queen, However when the Hulk finally learned that Iron Man and the y 
Numinati weren't responsible for the explosion of his spaceship and his wife's 

death, the fight was finally taken out of him. 


furned to toror F when ti 

of town, yelling anc 
repulgor technology d in thei 
And then they promptly exploded. 


Now he was r 
around and go for 


Having successf. 


Jilly used reverse 


ts / 2 Tony had to use similar 
ie E » state of the art magnetic 
technology that had once 


Having shunned Pepper in favor of a bevy of beautiful socialites just minutes before the lism: 


explosion at Starkiynamics, Tony felt horribly guilty for her injuries. When it came to 
her recovery, he spared absolutely no exp 


Not only did Stane survive 
the explosion as well, but 
a 


Ezekiel was younger, more 
ambitious, and utilized 
technology even more 
advanced than Tony's. 
He was Iron Man 2.0. 


Ezekiel Stane was 

not only a haunting 
reminder of Tony 
Stark's tragic past, 
but also a terrifying 
glimpse into a future 
that lurked just around 
the corner 


secre, | JANN THE ML 


A Skrull invasion was in full force, All over the 
‘and strategi 
x spdacres world, Skrulls carried out their allotted roles in 
covert sleeper agents among 
the elaborate plan, At Avengers Tower, Tony 
We parsiace: eet Stark's faithful butter Jarvis revealed himsett 
that the battle for the planet Stark's faithful butler Jarvis revealed himset 


eae eat wed balord a axek to be a Skrull by sabotaging the Avengers’ 

tad bees fired. computer system with an alien virus, The bug 
shut down all of Stark's olectronic devices— 

| even Iron Man's armor, 


The Skrulls were everywhere. They 
had all but conquered Earth, and 
humanity didn’t even know it yet. 


ALD UGCONEAG TA a 


SECRET WARRIORS 
When things seemed most bleak in the 
e, disgraced former 


SHIELD Director Nick Fury appeared in 
public for the first time in months. Along 
with a ragtay team of Secret Warriors, 
Fury rescue d the defeated Young Avengers. 


¥ 


THE WAR LH DUC 


As Tony lay alone in pain, the Skrul Queen 
paid him a visit in the form of Spiker 
Woman. Failing to convince Tony that 

he was a Skrull in disguise, the Queen 
departed for Manhattan to meet the rest 


Posing as Hank Pym, a Skrull infiltrated the 
heroes’ ranks and rendered Reed inert before i 
[fl] ne could tet! others of his discovery. 


‘commandeering an Iran Man suit of armor, Norman Oshora repainted 
‘it to reflect Captain America’s colors in a bid to gain public support. 


Comprised of villains in disguise and two of the Mighty Avengers’ more easily manipulated 
former members, Oshorn’s twisted perversion of the Avengers was born. 

He was a killer, kidnapper, 
and Super Villain. But that 
was before the Secret 
Invasion. Now Norman Osborn 
was replies gag s favorite son. 


fs savior: the hero 


ion, and before Osborn had led th 


Osborn was able to convince the mentally 


unbalanced Sentry to fight by his side. 


KEY DATA 
(REM BAME Norman Osborn 


SCCHPATION Director of HAMMER, CEO of 
Oscerp, “tormer” criminal 


AFFLUATIONS Dark Avengers, 
‘Thunderbolts, The Cabal, Sinister Twelve 


POWERS/WEAPONS As the Iron Patriot, 
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Iron Man Against the World 


Tony Stark had lost everything but his friends. As the result 
of the alien Skrulls infecting all Stark technology with a 
disabling virus, Stark Industries was on the verge of financial 
tuin, The public considered Iron Man little more than a 
bumbling incompetent, and the Super Hero community was 
Stil divided about his uncompromising stance during the 
Civil War. Besides his former SHIELD colleague Maria Hill 
and friend Pepper Potts, Tony didn't seem to have many 
allies left. But Jim Rhodes, alias War Machine, proved his 
loyalty to his old friend by staging a fight with iron Man and 
allowing him to escape, 
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When he refused to comply with a corrupt government, * f 
Iron Man soon became the world’s most wanted. __ 


FULL CIRCLE 


Itfoxe IMMER’ 


\Ged with the rnyste 
1, Exhausted, Stark returned t 


H 1 Afghanistan where Iron Mar 


IRON MAN: | 
FUGITIVE Si 


The Secret Invasion was over and the villainous Norman Osborn had surprisingly saved 
the day. Already a trusted government employee for his work with the Super Hero team ke 
known as the Thunderbolts, Osborn easily outshined Iron Man in what was arguably 

Earth's greatest crisis. Amoral and chemically unbalanced, Osborn replaced Tony Stark 
as Director of the newly formed agency HAMMER. It wasn't Jong before he began 
ruthlessly exploiting his power. But before Osborn could get his hands on the database 
that contained all the Initiative's records of Super Hero secret identities, Stark destroyed 
the file and went into hiding, 


‘oe 


i) 


After outfitting Pepper Potts with her own iron suit 
Rescue, Tony was forced to adopt the armor of the Crimson 
Dynamo when one of his Iron Man suits was destroyed. 


THE IRON PATRIOT 


Everyone he knew had a role to play in Tony 


masterplan, even the villains, A er Pott 
discovered a suit of armor built especially for her and 
Maria Hill embarked on a mission to recover specific 
intel Tony desperately needed, Norman Osborn stole 
his own Iron Man armor. Calling himself the Iron Patriot, 
Osborn continued his pursuit of Stark, calling in the 
ervices of Namor, the technologically advanced 


Shockwave, and Madame Masque (with Tony, opposite 
@ lett) to capture Stark, But Tony kept escaping, 
Jowngrading his armor into easier to operate models 


i 


15 his brain became weaker and weaker a @ 


Despite losing a fight to the Iron Patriot, Tony had secretly won, 
His mind was reduced to a comal Osborn had lost 
‘any bope of retrieving his secrets. But somewhere, the heroes 
were gathering with Tony's prized intel. And they, too, had a plan. 
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IRON MAN 


Vol. 5 #10 


“And while you’re there doing your thing... 
and Pepper is at Stark doing her thing... 


I’m doing my thing and running like hell.” 


TONY STARK 


MAIN CHARACTERS: Iron Man; Maria Hill; Pepper 
Potts; Iron Patriot (Norman Osborn) 
SUPPORTING CHARACTERS: Kat Farrell; Victoria 
Hand; HAMMER employees 

LOCATIONS: Stark Industries; Funtime, Inc.; 
Restoration Park, NYC; Chicago; Los Angeles; 
Rome; Berlin; Hong Kong; Seattle 


BACKGROUND 


Following his support of the Superhuman Registration 
Act that helped spark the Civil War between heroes, 
Iron Man was almost being regarded as a villain by the 
majority of the heroes in the Marvel Universe. As such, 
it was growing harder and harder for writers to create 
sympathy for the character, or to paint him in a heroic 
light. Tony Stark was in need of an adventure 
or two that would restore his previous status 

as a modern-day knight in shining armor 

So when writer Matt Fraction helped 

relaunch Iron Man’ fifth series, he looked 
to Tony’s long and storied history, charm, 
and good nature to restore the hero to his 
former glory. By turning Iron Man from a 
government employee to a noble fugitive from that same 
institution, Fraction superbly achieved his aim. Fraction 
also fleshed out Tony’s supporting cast, giving new 
prominence to longtime love interest Pepper Potts, and 
ulso the most recent villain to challenge Tony’s legacy, 
Norman Osborn. 


The Story. 


With her boss, Tony Stark, on the run from Norman Osborn and his newly- 
formed HAMMER organization, Pepper Potts stumbles upon an Iron Mi 
tailor-made just for h 


for not anticipating the recent invasion of the alien Skrulls, 

Tony Stark had been proctaimed a criminal by Norman Osborn, 
the Director of a new government security organization named 
HAMMER, He was now on the run, and his former, computer: 
based Iron Man powers had been shut down. Furthermore, Tony 

essed the only copy of the Superhuman Registration data 

a directory of every hero's secret identity, downloaded into his 
brain, and was forced to slowly delete his intelligence in order to 
make sure that Osborn never got his villainous hands on them. And yet, despite 
this mayhem, Tony Stark had a plan, and he was determined to see it out 

While Norman Osborn engaged in the latest of a number of press conferences 
regarding Iron Man's fugitive status (1), Pepper Potts was doing her best to figure 
out why Tony Stark had just recently placed her in charge of Stark Industries 
(2). The former multi-billion-dollar national conglomerate had been reduced to a 
Virtually bankrupt shell staffed by a skeleton crew. Tony's company was dying, and 
lt seemed that Pepper's job was simply to pull the plug. 

Meanwhile, at one of Tony Stark's subsidiaries, Funtime, Inc., Tony and his 
former right-hand woman at SHIELD, Maria Hill, were discussing their plans now 
that Osborn had made both of them into wanted criminals. Tony needed Maria 
to break into his Futurepharm plant in Austin, Texas and, using a jump drive 
(3) locate a hard drive containing crucial information. She should then take the 
hard drive to Captain America. Maria agreed and, knowing that she might be 
embarking on her very last mission, kissed Tony. Overcome by passion, Tony and 
Maria forgot grim reality for a few brief moments. 

Back at Stark Industries, Pepper was growing ever more frustrated with the 
responsibilities of her new position (4). In a fit of rage, she threw her chair across 
the room, knocking a framed picture askew. And that's when she discovered just 
why Tony had placed her in charge of his company. She had accidentally tripped 
a trigger that opened a panel to a secret room, Inside this futuristic chamber was 
a fernale version of the Iron Man armor, made to fit Pepper's body (5). 

But Pepper wouldn't be the only person trying out an Iron Man sult that day, 
Across town, in the newly christened Restoration Park, Norman 
Osborn was hosting yet another press conference, this time clad in 
a sult of armor appropriated from Stark Tower; a red, white, and blue 
version of Iron Man's own suit (6), With the public now referring to 
him as the fron Patriot, Osborn announced that since Tony had failed 
to meet him at this public forum, he had ordered the seizure of al 
of Tony's companies all over the world, He was going to bring Tony 
Stark to justice (7). 

Of course, Osborn wouldn't get everything. Back at Funtime, In 
Maria Stark was busy blowing up the main building, ensuring th 
dozens of Iron Man suits wouldn't fall into the wrong hands (8). And as Tony Stark 
flew through the sky in one of his older suits of armor to continue his mission, yet 
another Iron Man suit was escaping Osborn's clutches, Because back on Long 
Island, on the rooftop of Stark Industries, Pepper Potts stood in her new sult of 
armor, about to take to the skies for the first time, realizing that there would truly 
be no turning back now (9). 


“Oh, I think going bonkers is 
completely imperative.” 


Tony Stark 
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MARVEL ADVENTURES 


In the myriads of dimensions and possible timelines, there 
are many other ron Men. Some exist in futures that may yet 
come to pass, others in alternate realms similar to the world 
we know, In the simpler universe of Marvel Adventures, Tony 
Stark's life is a bit less complicated. in that world, Tony's 
heart was damaged not in an explosion caused by insurgent 
forces, but when he was flying an experimental plane that 
was brought down by AIM. While the 
result was still the birth of ron Man, 
the Tony of the Marvel Adventures 
universe isn't tormented by the 
alcohol addiction that plagues his 
more familiar counterpart 


The Iron Man of the Marvel Adventures 
universe once made a completely steam- 
powered suit of armor when facing a 
Super Villain named Jolt in a techno 


Iron Man 2093 


Tony Stark is the world's premier futurist 
But when a mystical artifact transported 
him alongside Doctor Doom info the future 
and the year 2093, even Tony couldn't have 
predicted what life would be like in that 
possible future reality, Summoned by Merlin, 
the ancient magician of Arthurian lore, tron 
Man headed out into space to check on a 
malfunctioning satellite that 


Merlin claimed was at the 
heart of the world's current The Iron Man of 2020 was haunted by 


troubles, With his armor k his inability to live up to the legends 
augmented by advanced WS "7 . : E of his predecessor, Tony Stark. 


technology from a local 
3 

Iron Man 2020 P 
® 


shopping mall, Iron Man 
came into conflict with his 
future descendant, Andros 
Stark. The grandson of Arno 
Stark, the Iron Man of the 
year 2020, Andros was using 
a neutron cannon to thin the 
population of Earth. As Tony 
trailed Amo back to his lair, 
he realized that his murderous 
descendant was no more 
than a lackey to a much older 
version of Doctor Doom. 


SHATTERED 
THE TELE-OPTICS! 
tO 
ON 


THE END 


Tony Stark was falling asleep at the wheel. Too old Galore Tony retired 


to pull all-nighters at the drawing board, Tony began pre mane ting 
eneiten: “ : to wonder if he wasn't obsolete as Iron Man as well pre oe 
Great—you’ve turned When is slower reaction time ed to him osinga Sut 
With the help of the legendary H 4 battle with the Ultra-Dynamo, he began to search 
sword Excalibur, Iron Man preva yourself into the mightiest fran es ocany on stegacy. Pring on ioe) wanferm awe be 
over his evil future counterpart eve Super Hero of the candidate in his employee Nick Travis, Tony passed sas ao aca 
a Doctor Doom destroyed : \ f : looking briefcase, and 
as a younger Doc! 1m destroyer i h 133 Jol the torch on to the reluctant young man. Tony then 1 morph 
his future set, The two men were then : nineteenth centur olt retired from the spotight, ready for a well-earned rest ae capable of morphing 


into a supersonic 


sent back to their own present, with 
configuration, 


‘no memory of their adventures, 


with his lovely wile Bethany Cabe. 
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Separate from the world of the Tony 
Stark we know, there’s a different 
Earth with a different Tony Stark. 
It’s the Ultimate Universe, home of 
the Ultimate Iron Man. 


In this alternate take on the lives of Earth's 
mightiest heroes, there's no such thing as the 
Avengers. In this dimension, the government 
assembled a familiar team of heroes to be the 
US's protectors. Spearheaded by SHIELD Director 
Nick Fury, the team operated out of a heavily 
fortified think tank off the coast of Manhattan 
called the Triskelion. 


The Ultimates 


The Ultimates wore costumes that reflected 
‘@ more contemporary mindset, from Captain 
America’s “wingless” cowl, to Iron Man's l. jeroes in the eyes of the publ 
yellow, gray, and red armor. indent, backed by the near-limi 


The Or iin of Ultimate Iron Man 


When scientist Maria Stark was contaminated by a lab monkey infected with 
mes y Howard worked tirelessly to 
a skin growing virus, she also discover 


1 that she was pregnant. ins 
womb, the virus mutated her child, allowing him to grow neural ti 
body. So when Antonio Stark was born, the majority of his makeup we 


Unfortunately, the virus also caused him constant agony 


oe aif over tie perfect the liquid armor that 


would relieve his son of the 
pain of daily life. 


Howard Stark had a way of making enemies. When Howard 
outmaneuvered an attempted takeover of his company by his rival 
bu Years 


Zebediah stane a We) 6) Ss 


1 Zebediah Stane, Stane never forgot 


later, Stane kidnapped a four-year-old Tony in order to s 
about the protective liquid armor the boy was still requit 
Howard soon tracked 

but only after a brave Tony had beer 


Stane down, 


tortured at the criminal’s hands. 


Just the simple act of washing Tony's 
soap caused the boy excruciating 
degree burns, Even contact with th 
was too much for hi 


ed Passage to Manhood 


Ididn't think you Tony tried his hardest to live a 


rormal childhood. He ent 
could burn! Hed : 


in school, wearing new flest 
colored liquid armor 
to fit in. How 
his firm moral conscience and 


his be 


er, with 


fand up for the 
f the 
On 


willingne 


und hims 


\ P > little guy, Tony 
‘ victim of constant bully 


\ — _ cone occasion, he even had his 


NL logs burned off when a fight got 
< YS out of hand. However, Tony's 


liquid armor also allowed him 


— 
to regenerate lost body parts 


he so despite the pain, he made 


a full recovery anc able 
studies. All the 
while, Tony was working on a pet 


to continue hi 


project. A better suit of armor 
Something more along the line 
of Iron. 
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AFTERWORD 


| didn't know much about Iron Man when | was growing up. In fact, 
my knowledge of Tony Stark was limited to a beaten up Secret Wars 
action figure and the contents of /ron Man #274, a story that focused 
more on Spider-Woman than it did the title character. lron Man was 
just another face in a crowd of intriguing heroes that my extremely 
limited allowance prohibited me from pursuing, To be perfectly honest, 
| probably would have delved into his adventures a bit sooner, had the 
Distinguished Competition not released a feature film starring a certain 
Caped Crusader, But they did, and | was quickly drawn into the world 
of Gotham City, leaving Iron Man and his Avenger companions behind 
in favor of a less sunny coast. 

Like many fans, | was reintroduced to Iron Man with Kurt Busiek’s 
revamp of the character in 1998. And | finally started to realize what 
I'd been missing, This unique character, who had somehow stayed 
beneath my radar for so many years, had a wealth of great stories 
seemingly hidden from view. I'd missed work by some of comicdom's 
greatest writers, Creative minds like Denny O'Neil, Archie Goodwin and 
even Barry Windsor-Smith had lent their storytelling prowess to the 
Golden Avenger throughout his career, not to mention the classic work 
of David Michelinie and Bob Layton. | had a lot of catching-up to do. 

Writing this book has given me the perfect excuse to delve even 
further into the life and times of Tony Stark, I'd like to thank the great 
design staff at DK and the patient folks in editorial who helped make 
this book the complete package that it is. Thanks also go to Matt 
Fraction for giving me a sneak peak into what's happening next, as well 
as to Mark Beazley, for continued access to his dangerously teetering 
stack of back issues. And, as always, I'd like to thank my wife Dorothy 
for her continued love and support, and for allowing me to work 
through the occasional evening's dinner. 

{n 2008, the first ron Man feature film was released, stimulating the 
imagination and curiosity of thousands of new potential comic-book 
readers. Although /ron Man wasn't the only comic-book movie that 
came out that summer, it was easily my favorite. Nobody tell a certain 
Caped Crusader. 


MATTHEW K. MANNING 
September 2009 
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